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Palestinians protest new army 
post in Hebron 

^Sfc Ihdr huildii® in tfK 
its post near ibe Jcttrish eadave of 

Blbesd^. TT« anny said 
the new outposusevwil shots 

ly RalesnniaiHsjotr^ 
throwBDcariviowaidanaiTnyp^^ 
drew m die ante of Hdi^ 
eiitxre^ofRtelinite^ 
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Yemen to begin reoccupation of 
Hanish archipelago 

SAN.AA (AFP) — Yemen wii! b^n re-occupying pans of 
the Hanish arehipelago fiuoi No^'. i alter an ituernalionat 
arbitmdon panel’s ruling last week, a Yemeni ofiBcial smd. 
Ibe firsi island to be re-occupied will be Greater Hanish, 
the official said late Monday. Last Friday, an intemado^ 
arbiiradoD panel awarded the principal islands of the dis- 
puted Hani^ archipelago in nis Red Sea to Yemen des^uie 
ownership daims Itnm Eritrea. The Greater Hanish. Less- 
er HonLsh and Jebel Zuqar islands control the access to the 
Bab Al Mandab strait b^ een the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden, isdlowing the panel’s decision, the two countries 
decided to nomiulise their relauons. Eritrea and Yemen 
clashed in December 1995 when Eritrean troops took over 
Greater Hanish, but they signed a French-brokered accord i 
in May 1996 to seek intemunonal aibitniticsi. ! 
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King Hussein, Clinton push 
for deal at Middle East talks 


Regent receives Haifa mayor 
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I WYE MILLS (Agencies) — 
‘ IsraeK and Palestinian lead- 
\ ers dug in for serious oegoti- 
adons on the sixth day of a 
Middle East summit on 
Thesday, with President Bill 

■ Clinton again taking the 
nagmaster roh. 

I Cfficials from both sides 
said a more businesslike 
approach bad returned after 

■ belligerent exchanges on 
Mond^ following a Pales- 
tiaiaD ^rrilla attack on a 
bus station in Beersheba that 

• injured over 60 people. 

^e'le into a pha» of vezy 
' hard bargaining. Part of the 
undobnish has been cleared 
, away.** State Depanment 
' spc^man James Rubin told 
reporters, 

*Tt*s part of the end game 

■ dial is getting more and more 
‘ serious. Some obstacles have 

been overcome but signift- 
: cant gaps remain,” Rubin 
. said as both sides worked on 
; drafting agreements at the 
Plantation, a complex 
of meeting places and resi- 
dences in lush fannland 70 
I miles east of Washington. 

Ginton, who brought 
: Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Pale^an President Yasser 
Araiat and their main mdes 
toge^ on Monday 
' ..evening, joined the talks it 1 
: • 1^ EOT (1700 GMT) after 
teelUng a nip to Califor- 
nia. 

He has attended for five of 
the last six days, an extraor- 
(finacy commitment of presi- 
dential time on a single ini- 
tiative that has als 9 involved 
almost all his top foreign 
polior team. 

Shortly after arriving, Clin- 
ton was to meet His Majesty 
King Hussein who also 
join^ the sunimit on Ihes- 
day. ’The King enjoys enor- 

Iraq asks 
Security 
Council 
to stop 
U.S. acts 

CAIRO (AP) — Contimnng 
its campaign against Wash- 
ingtcm, Iraq has sent a letter 
to the U.N. Security Council 
listing what it calls ’’illegal 
American behatriour'' and 
asking tiie international body 
to put a smp to it 
The 18-page letter fimn 
Iraqi pfwi gn Minister 
Mo hammed Saeed Al Sah- 
haf was sent Monday to the 
coundl’s current president, 
Jeremy Greenstock of 
Britain. It was made public 
onfiiesd^. 

*Tn tins letter, we list for 
the Security Council some of 
die iiipgai American behav- 
iour and actions that fonn a 
clear and flagrant violation 
of the charter of the United 
Niuions,” the letter said. 

It called 00 the Security 
Council to Take deterrent 
measures.** 

Iraq has long accused ihe 
United States of eying to 
prolong punishing UN. trade 
sanctions against Iraq to tiy 
to undercut Izaqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

The sanrri o^s lnhit 
the sale of dfl, were inq) 0 sed 
after Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait The Security Coun- 
cil has said tiiey will not be 
lifted until UN. inspeM 
certify tiiat Iraq has etiminat- 
ed ire weapons of mass 
destmetioo. 


mous respect in the region 
and 1^ played an important 
role in the peace process,” 
White House spokesman Joe 
Lockhansaid. 

"We have asked King Hus- 
sein to come to the Wye 
River Conference Centre 
today,” said U.S. Slate 
Department spokesman 
James Rubin. 

He said: “We think the 
King will help bring home to 
ffie two delegations the 
importance of taking ihe 
tough choices for peace.” 

The King arrived at the 
talks site from Washington 
where he was resting after 
his fourth chemotherapy ses- 
sion at Mayo Clinic in Min- 
nesota, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, repi^d. 

King Hussein piloted his 
own plane Monday to Wash- 
ington from Minnesota 
where he has been undergo- 
ing treatment fca* cancer at 
the Mayo Clinic since July. 

Petra quoted political 
sources at l^^e Plantation as 
expressing their satisfaction 
with the King’s participation 
in the summit talks m view 
of his long-standing strong 
ties with the various con- 
cerned parties. ■ 

A U.S. oiBcial said that the 
King’s stay at Wye Planta- 
tion would not be short as he 
will be exerting efforts to 
help the two sides reach 
agreement 

Rubin dedmed to say 
whether the negotiations are 
expected to continue further 
into the week or to comment 
on the substance of the ongo- 
ing talks. 

U.S., Palestinian and 
Israeli sources said both 
sides w'ere working to secure 
a comprehensive interim 
agreement that would be a 




President Bill Clinton on lliesday steps oCTIt&TVCarfiie One helicopter jto start anoth- 
er day of negotiations with Israeli Prime Nfinister Benyamin Netanyafan and Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat during the sixth straight day of peace talks at the 
secluded Wye River Plantation near Queatstowa. Clinton was scbedaled to meet His 
Majesty King Hussein after arrival at the talks site (Reuters photo) 


prelude ro ultimate “final sia- 
tus” [olk.s on a permanent 
peace settlement. 

Lockhart told reporicni: 
"Our objective remains the 
.same, which is to reach 


agreement on the interim 
is.sues, so that we can move 
to fin^ Status talks." 

On Monday hopes had 
been faffing for such an over- 
all deal, with Netanyahu say- 


ing only a partial settiemem 
possible and some 
is.sues still left over for fur- 
ther talks. 

(Continned on page 12) 


Turkey says Syria drops support for Kurds 


AMMAN (Petrai — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regertf, on Tuesday reaffirmed 
Jerdan's comixHtmeot to ffie 
oi^oing pracesfi and doenni- 
natioQ to he4> adtieve a com- 
(vehensK'e peace in Ihe Middle 
East that will gu^anee the 
liglKs all ooocemed parks. 

during a meetup 
at the Raya! Com with the 
mayor of Haifii, .Ansum Mitz- 
na.aDdaaaccQmpan^'iDgdeie- 
gadon, IVtnoeH»san said that 
the peace which Jordan is hop- 
ing to adneve is ooe amoog 
people and which recognises 
die rijjtts and identities of all 
countries. 

The ahemdivv lo such 
peace, tire Regent sakL is cem- 
flicL 

The meeti/% with the HaUa 
mayor comes one day after the 
Qwd Prince held similar 
talks widi die mtyor of Um Al 
j Fahm, an Arab town in ncxih- 
I em Israel whose population 
I have been proiesnx^ gainst 
Israel’s seizure of tfa^ lands. 

I Mnce Hassan expressed 
, Jordan's keenness <xi pioteci- 
big the l<lann«' sites in the city 

Haifa and urged Mhzna and 
his munk^ cotmcil to ensure 
dte preservation and protection 
of diese sites' identity. 

Miizna. who was accompa- 
nied by a dckgatiem of 1 5 busi- 
ness executives akag widi rep- 
resentatives of the comzneicial 
and cultural sectors cf the city 
and other ofiScuds, said be was 
eager to develop iriatitms and 
pe^xful coexisumce between 
the Arabs and foe Jews in 
Haifa. 

He said Haifa is consideied a 
model for peaceful coexiS' 
teooe and cooperation amc«g 
all its residents. 

Mhzna, who served as agen- 
eral in the Israeli army and 
later resigned fiom his post in 
protest against the amty’s 
aggres.ti(n on Ld)aD^ 
expiessed hope for a lasting 
and ccmgxriKbtive peace in 
the Mkkfle East 

The meetir^ was attended 
by HRH Prince Ali Ben Na>*ef, 
private secretary of HSs 
Majest}’ Khtg Ifrissdn. (be 
Kiiig's Military Adviser Hmei- 
(fi Al Fayez and Pariiament 
Deputy Hamadeh Esooeh. 


Prince Hassan condemns 
Beersheba grenade attack 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Ihince Hassan. the 
Regent, 'fiittday seat a c^>Ie to Israeli Pteidem Ener 
man condemn itg the grenade attack at a tus station in Beer- 
sbdia ti)u injured 64 people. The Regent expressed his wishr 
es for their speedy recovery. 

In letum, Weizman caDed the Regent and thanked him for 
his caUe and the two leaders exch^ged views on develop- 
meius in die peace process. 

IMrizman he was in contaa with Rtiestiiiian President 

Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Ntinister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, and expressed hope they will reach a conqne- 
bensive agreement 

Prince Hassan said His Majesty King Hussein has 
ex p ress e d his readiness to cfe assistance to the Patestiniacs 
and die Israelis to bridge the gap between dieir portions. 

The Re^iti ^so underlined the need for protecting the 
Middle East and its peoples from the cycle of violence fay 
arriving at a crarqxi^nsive peace that guarantees the righis 
all parties. 

Prin^ Hasten and Weizman agreed that any breakduough 
in the current peace talks would provide the required guar- 
antees against frnther acts of violence. 

Wtizr^ wished Kmg Hussein qieedy recovery. 

Four Jordanian soldiers 
killed in 1 967 to be buried 
in Jerusalem this month 


AMMAN (J.T.) More 
than three decades after 
their death in the 1967 
Arab-laraeli War, four 
Jordanian soldiers wUl 
finaDy be laid to rest in 
M Muslim cemetery near 
Jerusalem later this 
month with fliU military 
honours in a ceremony 
conducted by the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces. 

The remains of the 
four soldiers who died 
in the battle for 
Jerusalem, recently 
unemtfaed during an 
axxhaeo logical excava- 
tion in the eastern part 
of the city, will be 
buried on Oct 27 in a 
cemetery' in the village 
of Nabi Samuel north- 
west of Jerusalem, Min- 
ister of Information 


Nasser Jodeh said yes- 
terday. 

"The ceremony is in 
honour of ( the soldiers) 
memory and the blood 
they shed for the battle 
for Jerusalem,** said 
Judeh. 

Jordan had requested 
that the remains of the 
bodies be Iniried in the 
Holy City. 

Offiy two of the four 
soldiers' remaios have 
been identified, and 
their families have been 
. informed and invited to 
the ceremony, con- 
firmed Judeh. 

The burial cermiony 
falls two days after the 
four-year anmversary of 
the Jordanian-lsraeli 
peace treaty. 


ANKARA (R) — A tense dis- 
pute between Turkey and 
Syria eased on Tues^ us 
l^idsh Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz sffid the Kmffish rebel 
at the centre the row 
was in Russia and Damascus 
not to let him enter 

Syria 

“We have established that he 
is in Russia in a subuab near 
Moscow,” Yilmaz’s ^xAes- 
woman quoted turn as saying. 

Turkey had threatened mili- 
tary action against its southern 
neighbour Syria ftM" what it 
said was Damascus’ support 
for Kuniish Labour fhxty 
(PKK) guemilas and fm* 
all^edly harbouring Ocalan. 
known as “Apa” It had 
demanded Syria expel Ocalan. 

A fexed copy of the minutes 
of a Mwvday meeting ofThric- 
isb and Syrian officials that 
ended on Tbesd^ indicated 
j^sniascus bad met nrast of 
T\jik^’s demands, pledging to 


prevent PKK activity on its 
soil. 

"Syria will not allow the 
PKK 10 set up arms, logistic or 
financitJ .support nor to ca^ 
out propaga^ on iLs soil,'* 
said the document faxed from 
Tliikey's Foreign Ministry and 
bearing the signatures of Turk- 
ic and Syrian delegates. 

The nud-level meetings of 
security and foreign pffiicy 
experts followed Uuec weeks 
of hi^ tension fuelled by 
Tuddsh threats of ntilitary 
action against its neighbour. 

It was arranged after diplo- 
matic eftoris ty Eigypt and Iran 
to avert a military confronta- 
tion between NATO-mtmiber 
Turkey and Arab Syria that 
might have .spread across the 
region. . 

Ocaian's PKK have fought u 
14-ycur-long campaign 
against ThrkLsh security forces 
for self-rule in the mainly-Kur- 
dish southeast orTurkey. More 


than 29, OCX) people have died 
inthefi^tin^ 

Yilmaz said Tlukey had 
demanded Ocaian’s extradi- 
lion from Russia "We have 
taken the necessary initiatives 
with Russia,” be said. "1 hope 
we will get a reply soon." 

No one was immedcudy 
ayffibble for comroeni at the 
Rustian embassy in Ankara. 
The Russian ambassador bad 
denied Ocalan was in Moscow 
bring summoned to Yil- 
maz's late on 
"Russia is not a country to 
show tolerance to people like 
Apo,” Ambassador Alexander 
Lebedev was quoted as saying 
by state-run Anatolian news 
agency. 

Turku’s Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem srid die meeting 
with Syrian officials, shrouded 
in secrecy in southern Thrfcey, 
had prorkiccd posatKe results. 

liiis sta^ we have seen 
an aitiatde from Syria that 


^ves us confidence. It is a 
good lesuh. 1 hope this result 
will lead to the change we 
expect," Anatolian news 
agency quoted Cem as saying 
in Ankara. 

‘’We will clociely w*atdi 
Syria’s implementation of diis 
undeftaku^." 

Ocalan on Monday said he 
w;^ no longer in Syria but in 
“Kurdisten," a tenn refening 
toa swatiie of tenitocy of Kur- 
dish-populated land in Ttnkey. 
Iraq. Iran and Aimeiua. 

Egyptian newspapers report- 
ed that Presid^ Hosru 
Mubarak and his Syrian coun- 
teipart Hafez Al Assad had 
ffiscussed bty telephone the 
outcome of the start of die Syr- 
ian-Tuifcish talks. 

Syria and Turkey, a strragly 
secular but mainly Muslim 
state, ore also ai odffi over 
water sharing and tenhoiy and 
Turkey’s growing military ties 
withlsaeL 


‘Hamas carrieci out Beersheba attack’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The anned wing the 
Islamic Reristance Move- 
ment, Hamas, claimed 
reqxxisiTnltt}'' ou Tuesday for 
a ^nade attick by a Palestin- 
ian that wounded 64 Israelis, 
ntanyofdiansdl^eK. 

"C^ (rf our heroic Suiters 
earned out a berefic operation 
on Monday monting in the 
town of Beersheba which tar- 
geted a crowd of enemy sol- 
ffiecs,” (be claim of responsi- 
bility said. 

The claim was fined to 
Reuters in JetussJem in the 
name of Hamas's Izzeddine 
Al Qassam Brigades, whose 
mUitants have kiDed scores of 
Israelis in suicide bombfaigs 
and other attacks. 

Monday’s hand grenade 
attack on the central bus sta- 


tion in the soutiiem city of 
Beersheba cast a cloud over a 
peace summit in the Uffited 
States, where Israeli and 
l^esanian leaders are meet- 
ing to tzy to thrash out a new' 
interim peace deal. 

Israeli police anested a 
Palestinian at the scene and 
said he had confessed to the 
anack. 

The Israeli aimy on Tuesday 
named the man as Salem 
Rajab A) Sarsour, a 29-year- 
old father of five from the 
Palestinian-ruled area of . 
Hebron. 

It said Sarsour admitted 
under questioning that be bad 
also Slabbed to death a rabbi at 
a Jewish sealer enclave in 
Hriwon on August 20 and 
hurled grenades at Israeli sol- 
diefs in die W^t Bank city on 


SepL 30. injuring 14 of them. 

‘The iiwestigation is contin- 
uing to see he has been 
involved in adffidonal acts,” 
the army statement said. 

The I^estinian National 
Authority, in a statement 
issued through the official 
WAF.A news agency, called 
Sarsour a "double agent” and 
alleged he had been working 
for Israeli inielUgence. 

It said Sarsour had been due 
to meet fus Israeli controlling 
officer in Jerusalem on Mon- 
day but insiead "for unknown 
reasons he w'enc to Beei^ba 
and did what he ffid.” 

The attacker's brother chi 
Tuesday said Sarsour's house 
was razed b>' the Israeli army 
when he was a teenager (see 


Parliament to decide whether to indict ministers: 

9 officials referred to Criminal Court in connection with water pollution crisis 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Nine govem- 
meat officials accused of njg- 
limoce in connection vrith mis 
g ^lmTT^e^ 's water pollution cri- 
sis wffl be tried by the O^- 

nal Court soon, judicra^offi- 

cials said on Tuesday. TVvo of 

(be nine lace Ihe charge of 

Prosecutor Genei^ 
Mohammad Harahsheh told 
the Jordan Times he sent the 
Jesuits of his investiganon ^ 

charge sheet over to die Cni^ 

Inal Ctouri on Thesd^ » 

en^le it to set f date for the 
much-awaited tiiaL 


In a two full pag« report 
published in the daily press 
yesterday, Hurahsbeh indicat- 
ed that there was ground for 
prosecuting the three foimer 
water ministers who held the 
post since Jtxdan signed tlte 
pfgivi treaty with Israel in 
1994, officials said. 

He said he was sending the 
investigation report to ^ the 
Ministiy of Justice lo petition 
pariiameni to indirt the minis- 
ters. 

Ministry of Jusnee officiuls 
said a i^al committee was 
studying the issue “in order to 
take necessary actionj?.’ 

*TT)e Pariiameni is the pony 


that indicts and prosecutes 
ministeis. Hence, any proce- 
dures before dial would be 
invalid," said one Official 

Aoernffing to the Cc»isdai- 
titxi, ministers are tried by a 
higher council for aity allied 
crimes committed wftile in 
office but only after an inffict- 
roent by a two-thirds majority 
of the Lower House of Pailia- 
menl 

The higher council is headed 
by of the Senate speaker and 
includes three senatois 
appointed by the Upper House 
and five ju^es from the high- 
est court of the land. It passes 
its vetdicis by a majority of 


The three foraier ministtfs 
all^edly fruled to take de^ 
sions to imfxove fririlities at 
theZai Water Treatment Plant 
to enable it to handle new 
water supplies coming frxnn 
Lake Tlboias under the 1994 
peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel accordi^ to 
Harahsheh^ investigatiOD 
repotL 

He said they fiiiled to install 
an early warning system at the 
Zai plant to warn staff in case 
the quality of wan entering 
and leaving the plant, which 
supplies Ainman with over 40 
per cent of iis domestic water 


needs, drops below standard. 

Minister of Justice Jawdai 
Sboul has to send the file to 
Lower House Speaker Sa'ed 
Hayel Snwr, wbo in mm pn> 
sems it to P^ament wbm it 
meets for its oittinaiy session 
later this year to decide 
wbetber to inffirt ilte ministeis 
OTDOL 

Harahsheh launched a probe 
after receiving a 100-page 
repoit printed by a commis- 
sion set up by the government 
to investigate £e causes 
briund the water crisis. 

In July, residents of Amman, 
especially the Western areas, 
complffined of foul-smelling 


and discoloured water sup- 
plies mostly pumped by the 
^ plant 

The crisis culminated with 
the lesi^iation of former 
Water Minister Muniher Had- 

Many water experts and offi- 
cials 1^ laigely blamed huge 
amounts of oigonic substance, 
including unusual levels of 
algae concentration in water 
poming from Tiberias, for 
harming the efficiency of the 
plant’s filtering system. 

Pumping fimn (be plant 
hriied for oi'er se\'en weeks 
while lo^ and foreign expeits 
tried to find a solution, includ- 


ing using super active caibon 
to get rid of the extra levels of 
algae and the release of fresh 
into the canal feeding the 
plant as port of a Itiolcgical 
solution. 

The government of Fayez 
Tarawn^ which took over on 
Aug. 20, annotmeed a month 
later that punqting at foe Zai 
plant had been restored to full 
capKity and original quality. 

Harahshdi’s probe also 
found rtit that a similar water 
contamination grisis took 
place last year but went unno- 
ticed tty die public. 

(Cimtinued tm page 12) 
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Cyprus, Greece begin 
joint military exercises 



10 CHECK IN JERUSALEM: Three female Israeli border police Ibesday carry out 
ao ideadty check on two Palestinian men selling wares on Ben Yehuda Street, a 
pedestrian topping area is Jerusalem. A Pale^mian militant wounded 64 people 
in a hand-grenade attack in southern Israel on Monday. The Israeli delegation to 
Middle peace summit at \Vye PlautatioD tried to limit the talks to securi^ 
issues in the wake of the attack (Outers photo) 


'New public buildings must have 
facilities for physically challenged’ 


Man executed 
for 1 996 murder 

Fourth execution this year 


NICOSIA (R) — Joint exer- 
cises involving the Greek and 
C>^ot anned forces began 
early on Tuesday on C>pnis. 

Greek military ahcraft and 
naval vessels were expected 
to take part in the six t^ys of 
exercises codenamed Niki- 
fwos, in Much around 10.000 
Greek Cypriot tnx^ and 
reservists will participate on 
the divided eastern Mediter- 
ranean island. 

Cypriot Defence Minister 
Yiannalds Omirou told state 
radio that **ev^ aspect" of 
the newly built P^os air 
base wd^ be tested during 
the exercises, as would new 
armaments purchased by the 
National Guard. 

Tensions rose on the island 
earlier in the year when Greek 
military airci^ landed ai die 


JTV plans 
Hebrew 
broadcasts 
to Israel 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
Television said on Tuesday it 
planned to broadcast pro- 
grammes in Hebrew to help 
Israelis better understand 
their Arab neighbours. 

Ibrahim Shahzadeh. direc- 
tor general of Jordan Radio 
and Television, said Israelis 
could be watching Jordanian 
political programmes with 
Hebrew translation by the 
end of the year. 

The aim was to open the 
Israeli public's eyes to the 
dangers of a current dead- 
lock in the Arah-Israelj peace 
process and show them that 
Arabs genuinely sought 
peace, Shahzadeh said. 

**AU leaders of the area are 
calling for peace as a strate- 
gy. Maybe the Israelis don't 
know this,'' he told Reuters. 

Shahzadeh said pro- 
grammes aimed at an Israeli 
aufhence would be mainly 
current affairs and talk 
shows. 

"We ate aiming to put 
some awareness in the Israeli 
public abCHit the stalemate of 
die peace process," 
Shahzadeh said. '1 think the 
Israeli public... only hears 
what is beamed at them from 
their own metha." 

Shahzadeh said Jordan 
Televisioa's signal could 
already be received in most 
parts of Israel and the {ro- 
grammes would be accom- 
panied by Hebrew transla- 
tion beamed either on an FM 
radio frequency or on a sepa- 
rate television audio eban^. 

He said all translation 
would be done *in-house" 
by Jordanian Hebrew speak- 
ers. 


controversial base. 

The txise. completed at the 
b eginning of the year, is part 
of a joint defence pact signed 
between Greece ^ Cyprus 
in 1993. 

The move by die Greek 
Cypriots prompted Tuike>’ to 
send its own ainnafr and naval 
vessels to the north of the 
island in a tit-for-tat manoeu- 
vre. 

Omirou told state radio on 
Tue^y diat die aim of the 
annual Nikifbros exercises is 
to test the readiness of the 
island's weaponry and the 
National Giit^ forces. 

He repeated that the Cyprus 
government's upgrading of its 
defence systems would con- 
tinue until progress has been 
on United Nations- 
backed political talks to 


ALGIERS (R) — Hassan 
Hattab. one of the top 
leaders of Algeria's radic^ 
Anned Islamic Group 
fGlA). might have been 
killed in a major military 
offensive against his base 
in northeasiem Algeria, a 
newspaper said on Tues- 
day. 

“Hattab might have been 
killed under army bom- 
bardment of Sidi All 
Bounab forest,’* La Nou- 
velle Republique newspa- 
per said quoting GIA 
rebels captured by soldiers 
in ifae offensive. 

Hattab. who is the com- 
mander of the GIA in cen- 
tral Algerian provinces 
around Algiers, has been 
reported dead several 
times in the past two 
years, as has the GIA's 
chief Antar Zouabri. 

The government gave no 
comment on the reports or 
the week-long onslaught 
in which local dailies said 
more than 20 GIA rebels 
were killed last week 
when troops stormed their 
base, 90 km east of 


reunite the as a bizonal, 
bicommunal federation. 

Foreign mediators have 
failed to reunite the ethnic 
Greek C>piots living in the 
south wiA northera llukidi 
Cyjmocs in a federation, and 
each side is bolstering its 
defences. 

The Greek Cypriot-led gov- 
eroment, tecogmsed interna- 
tionally as the island's only 
legitimate govenunenL h^ 
ordered d^ensive Russian 
$urfece-to-air missiles to be 
delivered by next month. 

Turkey and Western coun- 
tries, inducting fee United 
States, have voiced strong 
o^^nsition to the d^loyment. 
Ankara says fee mi^es will 
pose a fei^ to both Ihikish 
Cypriots and mainland 
Tu^. 


Algiers. 

In another incident, 
attackers said to be GIA 
rebels on Sunday cut the 
throats of three men in the 
eastern town of Mila, 280 
km from Algiers, the Ara- 
ble-language newspaper 
Al AcU said. 

It said the same 
assailants had slashed the 
throats of nine civilians 
the night before at Hairuna 
Bouziane village. 20 km 
south of Mila. 

The army-led authorities 
have launched several 
attacks in recent months 
on rebel hideouts in the 
north and southwest of the 
violence-racked North 
African country in which 
scores have been killed, 
according to local media. 

Algerian plunged into 
violence in early 1992 
after the authorities can- 
celled a general election in 
wbich ractical Islamists 
had taken a commanding 
lead. More than 65.000 
people have been killed 
since then, according to 
Western estimates. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Greater Amman Municipali^ 
will not authorise fee construc- 
tion of new puUic bmlcimgs 
unless facitities for fee disabled 
ate included, an official said 
Thesday. 

The mucudpal^ has estab- 
lished a new departntent in 
charge of meiseeing fee imple- 
m^taticn of fee bidding rode 
law for fee disaNed in {xibtic 
hnktings, said the (kpaitment's 
(tirecKx; Mohammad 

Tatawneh. 

'The new d^cutotent will 
help enfrece fee law, wltidi is 


necessary to help the disabled 
become integraied in socieN 
and be nibre productiver 
Taiavvneh said. 

Acconting to fee law, public 
txuldings must be provided 
wife special parking lots for fee 
disabled near the marn 
enhance, special enhances for 
wfaeelcbaiis, and elevators wife 
insfiructions in Braille for fee 
visually unpaired. 

Arootding to TaiawDeh, fee 
new* d^Tartmeni win coordinate 
with fee Ministiy of Education 
to 3{^Iy fee building code to 10 
schools in Amman soon. 


The dq»rtiiiem win cc»duct 
a field sojdy on older public- 
secter bLdlttings to determme 
whiich'areableteha\«fedliti£s > 
for fee disabled, be added. 

i;iie govEmment • pas^ i 
bunding code law in 1993. It 
was oev'ereflfectrve due to unor- 
ganised munidpaliQ' efforts, 
and violations of fee law con- 
tinued, Taiawneb told fee Jor- 
dan Times. 

The muniCTpa% is also 
studying fee possibility of 
installiog traffic lights whidi 
can give spoken directions to 
pede^rians. 


By Rana Hnssemi 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
convicted last year of killing a 
man in Tnfileh tO avenge lUS 

son's death in 1996 was 
han^ Tuesday at dawn at 
Swaqa Risen south of 
Amman. 

In his last words, Omar 
Sa leh .icifwt for “God's f«x- 
giveness for wfeat be bad 
done." according to an official 
who witnessed die execudoa 

Soldi and his two sons. 
Na’eem, 21, and Nasha’t, 19, 
were sentenced to death by 
fee Criminal Court in July 
1997 after being convicted of 
fee premeditated murder of 
Ibrahim Khleifat on April 27, 
1996 near Prince Rashid Hos- 
j^inlhfildL 

The Court of Cassation 
commuted Saleh's sons’ 
Hfiath sentences to life in 
prison three moofes later. 

Aocordrog to court docu- 
ments, the three men suspect- 
ed Khleifat bad killed anoflier 
of Saldi's sons, Naseem. 
whose body was found in a 
deserted area in 'Ikfileh sever- 
al months prior to fee inci- 
doit 

Saleh then filed a complamt 


wife the police cfaaigiiig feat 
Khleifat killed his son, Tut 
foieosic reptxts intficaied feat 
Naseem died of nat^ 
causes." 

The defendants fed not 
believe the autiqpsy issults 
and decided to kill 
court tzansciipts said. 

On fee nitmuDg of feelbci- 
Amt, fee feree men, canymg 
unlicensed guns and knives, 
wem fe Prmce Rashid H^- 
tal, “where they knew fee vic- 
tim was receiving treatmenC 
fee court added. 

As fee victim was leaving 
fee hospt^ . fee court stated, 
the three defendants shot and 
stabbed him, yelling" **we 
killed him because he 
desCTves to die." 

The three then turned feem- 
selves to police claiming feat 
they killed Khleifet ' *\o 
avenge Naseem’s death." 

Sal^ was the fourth person 
to be executed in fee 
dom feis year. The execution 
was attend by fee ceotie's 
director and mizfri, fee prose- 
cutor general, lEpiesentatives 
of fee Nfrnistiy of Interitx: and 
the Baciia Rnces, a pafeolo- 


Egypt’s largest militant group denies ties with Ben Laden 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's largest 
Islamist group, fee Gamaa Islamiya, 
denied Tuesday that it has any links 
wife the Islamist umbrella ^up 
established in Febmaiy by fessideni 
Saudi millionaire Osama Ben Laden. 

“The Gamaa has never been 
approached to join an international 
front whose goal is to counter die 
U.S. presence in the region.'' Gamaa 
leader Rifai Taha wrote on the 
group's Internet site. 

"We aren't associated with such a 


front," he said in the group's 
newsletter Al Mour^itoun pub- 
lished on its web site. 

Experts on Islamist movements 
say the International Islamic front to 
FI^c Crusaders and Jews was 
frnxned in February in Peshawar. 
Pakistan, and is led by Ben Laden. 

As well as Ben Laden's group, the 
front is said to include Egypt's 
smaller Islamist ^up Jihad and 
groups from Ban^adesfa. Kashmir 
and Pakistan. 


The United States blamed Ben 
Laden for the Aug. 7 bombings of its 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 
which 258 pec^le were killed. 

In retaliation. Washington attacked 
suspected terrorist sites in Sudan and 
Afj^arustan. 

On Aug. 22. Gamaa Islamiya. 
threat^ted to cany out reprisals of its 
own for the U.S. strikes, saying in a 
statement received here by AFP that 
the “crime will nor go unpunished." 

Gamaa Islamiya ^ed on Tslam- 


ic movements, particularly those 
involved in the jihad [holy war], to 
counter the American arrogance and 
communicate wife the United States 
in the only language it understands." 

But the following month. Muntass- 
er Al Zayai. a lawyer for Islamists, 
said that Gansaa Islamiya bad cut its 
ties with Ben Laden in July, several 
months after deciding to examine a 
truce in its war against the ^yptian 
govemmenL 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


^day r aking in milli ons firom embargo^ 

DUBAI (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussdn's eldest 
son, Ud^, is raking in hundreds of millicxis of dntlnrg 
feflnkfi fee ei ght -year-old U.N. embargo, an liatp defec- 
tor said in an interview published on Tuesday. ^TJday prof- 
its fee most firom the embargo," said Abbas Al Janabi, who 
describes hiimelf as frxmer private secretary ro the prosi- 
dent's son. “He controls the business in whidey, cigarettes, 
urea [fertiliser] as well as the smuggling of gas oSl" he told 
the London-based Arabic newspaper Al Hayat from a hid^ 
out in Europe. ‘It’s in his interest for the embargo to stay in 
place because be also conizols the [humamtarian] awT. 
which is slupped into Iraq, mostly from the United Arab 
Emirates, said Jaiiabi. 

Iraq expects parts at end of November "■ 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's Oil Minister Amr Mohammad 
Rasbeed said on Tbesday he did not expect spare parts fer 
its dilapidated oil industry to reach Iraq before the end of 
next month. “We don’t e:q)ect any spare parts or any equ^ 
ment to come before the end of fee fburfe stage of the mem- 
orandum of undeistanttiDg which will end on Nov. 25,'.' 
Rasbeed told reporters. But be said engineeis and techni- 
cians of his ministiy were doing their best’to increase Iraq's 
export capaci^ un^r the fourth phase of the oil-fw-foM 
deal sign^ with fee United Nations. 

Muoister calls livestock deveiopment 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Organisation fm* Agricultur- 
al Development Tuesday c^)ened a three -day symposium oq 
veterinary services and protection of livestodt wealth in fee 
Arab World. The symposium seeks to promote coordination 
among Arab states in fee fields of vet^inary services, idea- 
tify diffigiilries preventing the tm plem^ntirtinn of devek^ 
ment projects to preserve livestock wealth, and review mea* 
suras to combat animal diseases. In his opening 
Agriculture Minister Mijhem Khrrisha stated that At^ 
countries have so far felled to give eno ugh attenticxi to aixl 
take collective measures agains t a ffw-ting live- 

stock, a situation he said resulted in the Arab WoritTs 
increasuig food imports. De^te the neon’s 
r^urces, Arab states continue to import veterinaty vac- ' 
cines, live sheep and fodder, said the mmisfer I 


‘Algerian rebel 
leader may have 
been killed’ 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 “The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpin" 

15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 ..French DocunKntary 

16:30 Master of fee Naze 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15...Wind at My Back 
(Hp.ll) 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Scieoce Magarine — E=M6 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — Two Point 
Children 

20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

20:30 Kting Fu 

21:10 ....Great Moments of 
Science and Technology 

21:30 Faces and Places 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Chicago Hope 

23:59 Drama - Bugs 

01:00 EndofTX 

PRAl'ER TIMES 


04:21 


05 

(Sunrise)Duha 

11 Oft 


14:32 


17;02 

JWaghreb 

18:19 



CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazarefe Church 
Sweifieh,Tei. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Churdi TeL 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 




St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Churdi Tel. 
4624S53/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
TeL 5865897 

Gmnan-spealdi^ Evangdeal 
Colligation TeL 5688404 
Tbe Evangelical Local Churdi 
in Amman TeL 58 1 1 295 
Churdi of Jesus Christ ^Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John fee Baptist at De la 
SaDeCollegem 5661757 
Chorefa of the Amnindatioii 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Ortbodox Churdi Td. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The EngUsh-Langnage 
CafeoHc Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangdical Free Chmdi Td. 
4892679 

The Baptist Churdi Td. 
4628052 

Die Armenian CathoDc 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armoiian Orthodox 
Churdi Td. 477S261 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die 


Departmeni of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail wife temperatures 
rising further becoming slight- 
ly higher that average and 
winds southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active 
and seas calm. 


Amman 14/30 

Aqaba .....2Q/35 

Deserts 12/31 

Jordan Valley ......19/36 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amraao 28, Aqaba 36 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 21 per 
cent, Aqaba 32 percent 

Following are the highest tern- 
peratures expected today in the 


following areas: 

Ajloun 24 

Jerasb 31 

UmQays 31 

Madaba 29 

Petra 30 

Dead Sea 37 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyfan ....4748563 
Dr. Montber Al QraiBi .AV9959 

Dr. EhdidAbdo. .4657129 

Dr. Abdul HUiTi77im..>.46201 15 
Firas pharmacy .5661912 


Al Asema pharmacy .....4637055 
Al Salam pharmacy’ 4636730 
Yaconb pharmacy ...4644945 
Sbrndsani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukh pfaannacy .....4623672 
N^Ib pharmacy — 5347632 
IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amnefa ....250080 

Al Qods pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. SalahSaffarinl. .987565 

Kbalifefa pharmac? ...S185417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.....46371 1 1 
Qvil DeftooeDqxsuiKai5661in 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue -4630341 

Civil Defence Eroeigency 199 

RescueR&e 192.4621 1 1 1.46.W7 

Hie Brigade A617101 

Blood Bank, 477512! 

Highway Police J343402 

Traffic ^Iice...........^4896390 

Hibhc Security DepL....463(1321 

Hotel Complainu> S60S800 

Price Compldnt5..........566l 176 

^^&SeMla^Cca^pbBls 4897467 
Amman Municipality Conv 

plaints 4787111 

Tblqibone InformatioD (direcio- 

ly assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Tele;4ione 

Repaiis ........4623101 

Abdali Td. Rqiaiis..-...566l 101 
Jordan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

9VbterAufeority -..J680100 


J. Decuicity Authority .5815615 

Eiecoic Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Infonnation 44-53200 
Queen Alia Iml.Aiipon ..44-53200 


HOSPnALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab CeniB for Hean and Spe- 

dalSiegHy ,5921199 

IhBlsbmic.Abdli 5666131/7 
Hussdn Mofcal Centre TeL 
3856856 

IjmmTa ^4630195 

Khalidi Maienuty.....4644281/6 
Akileh Maiemity. — ..4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362. 

Molhas. J. Amman >1636 140 

l^estine, Sbmeisani ...,5607071 
Shmeisaru Hospital ....J669131 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

Universi^ Hospital ......5353444 

Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdalf 5664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhapeen 4777101/3 

Ai-Bashic 4775111/26 

Army. Morka .........489161 1/15 

Queen .Alia Hos;^ 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital ii67415S 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govt Ho^ital 

- .(09)983323 

Zarqa Naticoai Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital -.-(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID; 


Princess 

Basma Hospital 
rromssss 

Creek 

Catholic Hospital 
. . - -.(02)27'”75 

Ibo Al 

Nafees Hospnial 
„ (02P47l0n 

AQABA; 

Princess 
(03)314] 11 

Haya -Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at .fee 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port TeL (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Infbimation on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 


06:30 Damascus CRJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 - Lamaca (RJ) 

08:55 Dubai, Abu Dhobi (lU) 

14:55. .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16J0 -...Madrid (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 JarisORJ) 


17:40 Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
18:10 London, Vienna (RJ) 
18:25 .Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 

18:55 -.Rome (RJ) 

23:15 BeiniuRJ) 

00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:00 ..Sanaa, Hudaidah (lY") 

10 J 30 Kuwait (KU) 

lls 30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:15 Cairo IMS) 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:10 Dubai, Abu Dhd)l(EK) 

13:30 Algiers (AH) 

17:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

l‘^=40 -....Bdnjt (ME) 

18:05 Jrankfurt (LH) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:40 Amsterdam (KL) 


23:1» J-ondon(BA) 

01:25 ....Athens, Bcinit (OA) 
Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

®9=20 Azzunan (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

Aqaba (airiving at 

Marka Airport) fRW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (Rw 


departures 


Lamaca (RJ) 

08:00 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
Rome (RJ) 


11:45 .Istanbul (RJ) 

12:25 .London (RJ) 

19:10 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 NewDeDn(RJ) 

20:05 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 ....Bahrain, Doha (RI) 

20:20 3ombay (RD 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:10 JUyadh, DhAran (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

05*J0 Jvfilan (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:35 Lamaca (CD 

06:30 

08:20 — London'IE^ 

10:30 ..—..Ta’iz, Sanaa CnO 

11:45 JLuwaitC^ 

13:00 - Jeddah (SV) 

13:15 Criro 

14:00 .Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

14:10 T unis (TU) 

14:50 Vienna'(OS) 

16:20 Sbariqah (AH) 

16:20 J)ubai (b&j 

19:00. -.Beinit (ME) 

. 19:30 Abu Dhabi, Kaiadii (PK) 

22:55 .Beiint(l^ 

23:40 Damasais, Aiustetdain,(^ 
02:45 — Beiiui, Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) . - 

07:00 Aqaba 

^4ariaAiiport(RW). 

^:30 ....Aqal»(frT»nMa^ 
(Airport) (RW) 

1^530 feIAviv(frt^ 

MarkaAiiport) (RW) - 

21s50 Aqaba (frbib 

QAIA)(RW) 
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P***n*^e Hassan, the Resent Tiw.c,i, jj .. ' 

J of representatives of women's er«im« o« J addresses participants at a meeting 

omen s groups and government officials (Photo by Bogfaos) 
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Equal opportunities should 
be available to all — Regent 


AMMAN (Pttra) — His Roval 
Highness Cjcnvn Prince Has- 
san, ihe Regent on Tuesda\ 
said that all f^ms of discrimi- 
nafion agoiast women must he 
ended and ihai equal opponu- 
mties should be available to uU 
people. 

Spealdng at u meeting with u 
delegadon /^presencinc 
women's omanisations in Jor- 
dan. Prince Hasson said the 
social sector is among the main 
issoes of any dialogue. He 
stressed the need for in\o)ving 
competent people in the devel- 
opment fvocess. 

The Regent said accurate 
infonnaiion and a scientific 
medtodology' are needed in 
«xder to 6eai with Issues suc- 
cessfuQy. 

Prince Hassan underlined the 
impoitant role Jordanian 
women can play in social 
developinenL 

Atnal Sabbagh. secret^' 
general of tte Jordanian 


National Committee for 
\^i3men. said the cortvnitiec 
was instructed b\' the CabirK*t 
in 199b to F^cipjjie in draw- 
ing up policies concvniinu Js»r- 
donion women and to suguusi 
omendmcnis ii > legislation con- 
owning women's rights. 

She added that the committee 
is cummly in\til\ed in ineor- 
porudng women's issues imo 
general s<x-itHxxMii.imic devel- 
opment pious of the Minisiiy i)f 
I-obour and other departments. 

.Another JNCW member. 
.Asma Khoder. noted that the 
Constitution oihJ the Nuiiunol 
Charter call for tXMi-ifiscrimi- 
nation against women and for 
equal oppratunides for all citi- 
zens. 

Despite these facts, some 
laws stilt discriminate against 
Women, she said, addinc that 
the committee has prepared 
amendmenls to these law.s. 

The CrowTi Prince hasted a 
lunch for the audience durin'; 


which a number of ecotkimic 
and donrestic Issues were dLv 
OLs.sed. 

Prince Hassan expitsiscd lii.% 
apprecutuon fiv Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basntt, the 
JNCW president and the com- 
mittee’s members fur ilieir 
ciroris in serving wv»men*s 
causes and helping JiHdaubn 
women contribute to Uk* coun- 
uys deveiopmeiiL 

Prime Minister Riye/ 
TatawTich undcrtiiK'd the role 
of utHuen in (he nuiioiial dia- 
log* that his gmvmment Iuk 
initialed wiili Uk v-jrious public 
sectors. 

Minister of Social Dev'elop- 
ment MuluunmaJ Mamser 
presented a briefing on Ute 
measures taken by the govern- 
ment to guarantee and prexccl 
women’s rights. 

The nteeiing was also attend- 
ed by Rqv'at Court Duel' Jawad 
Anoni arid a number of minis- 
ter. 


Government challenges Syrian claim 
that no Jordanian officials detained 


ByTaix:qAy)‘oub 

A.MMA.N — The govem- 
ment on Tuesday challenged 
Syria's ekuin iliat no Jnxlun- 
ran ullkial was ainnpg the 
sev'enti hundred Jivdiinian 
deiamees alk|!edly in its pris- 
ons and said a gos’eniRieni 
otficral was still niis.sing ofier 
earssing into Syria a few* 
weeks ago. 

Infunreuiun Mmisier Nasser 
Judeh's statemeni come a few 
clays after Syria's f\wrign 
Muiisier Rimuk Sharau 
ckumed that ru> Jordanian ofii- 
eial WU.S detained in Svria. 


Judeh told reponeri Hut 
Mousa Nasser KarasiKh, a 
gtwemmem utHciai working 
w ith the Bank fur Municipd 
;ind Milage Oeveiopment in 
.Amnun, went missing after 
lie entered Syria mi a {vivatc 
\isiL 

The minister did not give 
mcee details about Karasneh. 
He sak!, however, that Avdan 
is seddng the release of Jia-- 
danian piisoiKts and 
detainees. 

*‘We do care about our citi- 
zens, even if they hold niinu' 
pi'isLs in govemmerti depan- 
merits. We want to know how 


many Jordanians are detained 
their names, their where- 
ohouts and all itfiwr related 
details*' the minister said. 

"They should have fair in- 
als, and their tUmilies should 
be allowed to visit ihein," the 
minister added. 

judeh said the hiiest govern- 
ment figures indicate duti 190 
Jonianiun.s are detained in 
Syria and li-lO to .}50 are miss- 
ing. “must likely detained.'’ 
Judeh said die Syrian gov- 
ernment liod no right to 
demand that Ji^rJonian visiiLes 
repon to “security centres for 
questioning." 


“They have the right ui pre- 
vent Jurdaniufl nationals from 
entering (heir lemtirics bur 
they have no right to question 
our citiyens when they enter. If 
they are not welcome, ilien the 
Syrians can just send them 
bock.” the minister said 

“it is not acceptable at all 
that ixiT cinzeas go missing 
while visiting Syria." Judeh 
said. 

“We are not in a media bat- 
tle with Syria. But we are 
responding to stuicniems by 
paracular nfticiaj.s in Syria.’’ 
the minister said at a weekly 
news briefing. 


Judeh said relations between 
Amman and Dama.scus might 
be di«x*tissaj during a visir by 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
.^r Musa to '^Jordan ne.vi 
wceL 

.Among the Nsues Musa will 
discus.s with .senior covem- 
tneni officials are the standi>lT 
between Damascus and 
.Ankara and (he deodkx'k in 
the peace proces.s between the 
Paltwtinians and the Lsraelis. 

"1 believe (hat there is no 
dangerous crisis between Jor- 
dan and Syria and that iliere i> 
no political crisis between the 
two sLites,” the minLsier said. 


Prince Ghazi urges Muslim youth 
to correct misunderstandings of Islam 


By Tkreq .Ayyoub 

AMMAN HLs Rt^al High- 
nes.s Prince Clhari on Tuesday 
urged Muslim youth ;uxund the 
wurkl U) wiitk bnvanJs recQt'y- 
i/^ uxxntxt tA' i.Hlom. 

Addressing psirticipunts ut the 
Eighth Intemubonol Conter- 
ence d' the World .Assembly of 
Muslim Youth, Prince Ghazi 
said Muslim ysiuih should be 
united to face Ousehalknige. 

“'IhLs meeting is being held 
wiiiie Iskun and its civilaarion 
face a campaign of suipickvi 
ih:ii links il uiA viirfence and 
c.xiJuinLsnfL We should work 
liiinl to anect this impression,'’ 
said Prince Ghazi, who 
deputised fiy Hts Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hiissan, die 
Regeni 

“ilieduty ofMusiim youth is 
to Rmwe the misimdetstuiKl- 
ing ot‘ Lslum through collective 
elU)(ts lo show its real fMciuie," 
Prince Ghazi told more than 
4(X} representatives of Muslim 
uigunLsaiious from all over the 
world. 


The four-day meeting, which 
IS being held under title 
“MusUni Youth and Contempiv- 
raiy ChaUenges." will cover 
among oUvr things pditical. 
suciaC camnnuc a^ scientific 
challenges lining .Muslim 
y*ouih. 

.AmcKig the panidponLs in the 
meeting are Saudi .Arabian 
.Awqaf and Religious .Afiairs 
.Minister ANMah Bin Turki 
and senior Muslim figures. 

The as.senibly's secretary 
general. Man’i Jouhomi, sa^ 
llie challenge toeing 

.Muslim youth Is the “new- 
world order, which is targeting 
the Muslim WorU." 

He said “extremism" shodd 
be pmperly studied and comsa- 
ed. 

“An inclination towards view 
lence [in the Muslim Wcaldl 
has !>er\ed nobody but its ene- 
mies, whose sole objective is to 
destnjy it and create in.<xalrili^." 
Jouhaifni added. 

He urged Muslim youth and 
govemmeras to cooperate and 
uoify their nufics “lo face their 


enemy. 

"We hav e to reach a commcai 
agreemen: vvhich approved 
by all panics. wIk> dK^JoJcfS 
it, defe.'id it .cid work hard to 
ensure its success,” JouNimi 
said. 

During their n'iceang, pamci- 
punta will discus-. 72 w,.'Hkinu 
paper, dealing with dregs, 
extremlsni, political and eco- 
nomic problems, womcm. mod- 
em technology aitd ivthiT 
issues. 

Tliey also wifi discuss pre^b- 
kam facing .Muslim vciUiIls in 
RiJesiine, Kashmir. Ki>som* 
and Bosnia-Herreguvi’u. 

The assembly' is an inJepen- 
dera body established in 1974 
with 34 otficeswcsidvvidc. 

Pazticipants represent Mus- 
liires in the foilowina states: 
Saudi .Arift^ Jordan. KuwaiL 
Egypt, ^destine, Malaysia, 
Lebanon, India. Japan, Nigeria. 
France, Ghana, Senegal. 
Britain, Bangladesh, Morocco, 
the U.S., Finland, South Korea, 
Canada, Kenya imd Sudan. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent offers condolences to Mubarak 

AMMAN (Ito) — Ffis Royal Highness Crciwn Prince Hassan, 
the R^ent. Tbesday offered condolences to Egyptian President 
Hosii Mubarak over the death of more than 43 p^ple who woe 
IdDed in a railway accident in Kafr.AI Dauwar in nmhem Egypt 
The Ri^ent also wished the estimaied 90 peq^le injured in the 
accident a full recovery. 

‘Refonn and Challenge' trial adjoutned 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The defence team of 10 people on trial for 
carry ing out Subversive acts Tuesday asked the court to give them 
tiiiie to prepare their staieinents. The 10 defendants arc part of a 
group of 13 knovvn as “Reform and Challenge" who are accused 
^ possessing, tian^ning and manulbcturing e.xpIosives with 
illicit i n t en t, carrying out extremist attacks and membership in an 
iiip gai orgaiusafion. Three people facing the .same chaiges arc 
hwng Hied in absentja- The trial is expected to resume on Nov. 
11 . 

Wan collapse kffls two 

AJLOUN (Pfeira) — Two people were killed and four injured 
Tuesday in Kufrunjeh town near Ajioun w'hen a three-metre high 
eaiften wall coUised. The Qv-il Defence Ctepanmeni said 
workers digging a foundation for a retaining wall ca u sed the col- 
l^ise. 

Cburt upholds student's suspension 

AMMAN /J.T) — 'Hje Higher Court of Justice on Tuesday 
iiplvlrf a dedsion by a University of Jordan disciplin:^ com- 
mitiee suspentfins a student for one year and caijccUing her 
exammadoQ results for cheating. HA, a Rx^ty of Hiamiacy' 
student, had filed a lawsuit against the UnK-eniity of Jordan pi^ 
idenu the deans council and the discxplinaiy conimito trial 
issued the niling against her after she was cau^i ch^g dur- 
ing acfaeanisiiy exam cm Nlay .A The court stated tliai the 

who was caught bringing photos and otl^ ntaum^ in o^ 
examinationl^’’tx«ffess^ 

prised of justices Abdullah Haddad. JaniJ Hadd;^ Misbuh 
Thiab, Haiibam Ghaieibeh and Mohammad Qothan. 
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what’s going on 

PANEL DISCISSION 

* PsDcl discusston “Foituly 
Icnce" by Dr. Mou’men A! HaiidiiJi 
aid Lawyer Sawsan Ishaq at the 
,Ycuf^ VMxnen’s Oiriidjn Assnaa* 
non O’WCA). Jabal Amman at 6.-00 
IpilXL (Tel 464 17931 
FILMS 

* Television series etwtW "Mimr 
lai cuadio” (in Spanish iviih com- 
|i»aaiy in Arabic by Dr. Khalid 
Kbicis) at benano Cervantes, Jahal 
Amman a6iKlpJTi(TeL 4610858). 

(Anodier film eooded “Jarrapellej‘>-. 
based on die novel of Felipe THgo. 

wm be screened on 'Hiursday ai S-'OO 

pm). 

* QnUren’.s film “The Adventure 
ofPioncdi»"a die British Cound 

Jabal Amman at 5:00 pJn. ^ 

•Gaum film ■n,;j«L'D=iS"“«l Trade Cant, 

Goedie-Insrioii. Jahal.Amrnanat7i» Smpu Si until Oa 31 (Td. 

^ - 5699141/21. 


• "Islairaf M in Terms of Cun- 
icmporaiy CndcNn" by Dr. Ntwm 
A.sf.Hir Jl IXiTjl Al Funun, Jjbal 

wyhi* on TTjmvtiy eXx 22 Ji 6:00 

pj)L 

PALE25TINIAN 
WEEK 

* Concert for children ui dw Pn> 
Iwsional Aisccuuons Complex (3:.V) 

p.m.-.‘':30pJ’*-‘- , 

* Sons; lestK-ol al die Profca*»nal 
i\sp(}cmcm Complex on Thureday 
und Friday ai 22^1 (6.-00 pJn. 
8sX)pJiil. 

POETRY RECTT^ 

• Pocoy iwtil by Ziyad Areuu. 

'Hassan. Tareq Malkawi. 

and Haydor Busonji at Ihe Gw Hafi. 

RasAl’Ain aibflOpjn. 
EJODBrnON^ 

Duplay of autumn coUecrion a 


• Rnn" at the American Ceo- 

BT, Abdoun 00 Thursday Oci 22 m 


- Wbiks bj- Lamia Jamul a( (he 

n.^CidrarJO=nn6WWa>. 



‘Jordan witnesses 36% increase in tourist arrivals’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ihe num- 
ber of European and American 
Kxavts visirifig Jordan (his year 
exceeded forecasts and helped 
statnUsc the tourism ^utuadon. 
Minister ofTburism and Antiq- 
uities Akel Biltaji said Ttiesday. 

Addresymg a press confer- 
ence on the tourism indtuioy 
and the outcome of visits to 
France aixi the U.S., Biltaji said 
the number of visitors in Jordan 
this .summer increased by 36 
per cent over the same period 
last year, despite a general 
downturn in the tuurism indus- 
try and the economies of coun- 
tries in some Asian countries. 

Hotels in the southern parts of 
the country', including Aqaba, 
Wadi Rum and Petra, are fully 
bodred, said the minister, who 
noted that (he winter tourism 
season which began CHI SefX. IS 


is expected to bring more 
louJisLs. 

Mating that the average stay 
of louriMs in Jordan has risen 
slightly from an average of 3.7 
nigiiLs io4.1 nights, BUiaji said 
each visitor spends $8S to SIQO 
u vj^y on acxomrnodatiofi, fees 
for visits to archaeological sites 
and visas. He added that the 
ministry last month pn^bited 
visitors from brining their own 
food and drink into archaeolog- 
ical rites. 

Accoicting to Biluyi, file 
suigc in the number of visitors 
was iiugely due to the increase 
in Gulf nationaLs visiting Jonlan 
during (he sununer. 

In the first nine months of 
1998, a total 52,300 vtiritois 
eniei^ Jcxdan through the 
Widi Araba crossing poim, 44 
per cent of whom ^pent only 


one night in file country, he 
soul The nunfiier (tf rental cars 
avaiiabk in (he counny* rase 
from 1,600 in 1996 to 7.000 ai 
present. BUu^ added. 

Referring to the Muiisoy of 
Tourism's efforts to promote 
the inthisuy. Bih^t said the 
ministry’s annual fiscal budget 
now stands at JD52 million, 
with the miyoriQ' gcringto mar- 
ket Jevdan obro^ 

The mioistty plans to create a 
special depanmeni in chaege of 
“conference tourism," he sifid. 

Billuji said his visit to France 
was d^cated to following up 
talks in Amman last April to 
pramoce FreiKh-Jcstkaiian 
tourism cooperation. France's 
asristance in developii^ a num- 
ber of archaedo^cxd sites in 
Jerash and odier louiist attrac- 
tions were among (he wpks 


discussed, said the mirtister. 

Discussion vvith the French 
also cmcred Ptns' assistance ra 
Amman to develcp and mod- 
eiTuse ho(d nahting at 
Ammoun Hotel to meet the 
requirements of Jordan’s 
tourism industry, he added. 

According to Biltaji, FrarKre 
promised to send a team of 
experts to study usys to help 
the counny's tourism industry. 

Biltaji he anenefed a con- 
ference and erfiiibidrai by (J.S. 
travel and tourist offices from 
OtL 14-18. notirigthanbeexhi- 
bitirai included a wing that dis- 
{^yed various aspects of Jer- 
dan's orchaeologica] rites and 
other places of interest 
Hesiudihaiin l997,atotalof 
86,000 Americans visited Jor- 
dan, a number expected to rise 
to 100.000 this year. 


Two-year-old critical 
following father’s 
alleged attack 


By Rana Husseini 

.A.NLM.AN — .A tvvo-year-oJd 
gir! b> in critical amdidon at .Al 
Bashir Hospital after her bt>- 
V car-old father allegedly cut her 
thitxit official souTves sold ves- 
lenliy. 

.Acci>niing to the source>, 
.Abdul Ruhnuin D. oneinpicd 
(t> kill his buby ciri Siivin 
“heuuLse he want^ U:* take 
revenge on his third wife fol- 
lowing a quarrel." 

“The couple had a fight and 
the wife went to her family’s 
house, so the father decided to 
cut their child's ihtuai while .she 
wa& rieeping Monday night in 
revenge.'' the source said. 

The source told the Jevdan 
Times that Sabrin was discov- 
ered by her 18-yeor-old sister 
Maysouit who rushed her to -AI 
Ba^ Hospital. 

“The toddler was operated 
on. but her chances of survival 
ate slim." the source said. 

The father turned himself in 
to police, the source added 

Acoonling to the source, the 
ftuher is being held ^ police 
pending ftuther inve^gations. 

‘limyer commhs suicide' 

Also Tuesday, a 30-yeor-old 
lawyer rcp()it^y committed 
suicide in his office in Maika 
due to what the officials 
described as financial troubles. 

Anomey .Aynian was found 
d<y»d W'kh one bullet wound to 
his forehead 

An official source told the 
Jordan Times that evidence col- 
lected from the some indicated 
that the victim killed himself. 

’‘His office was locked from 
the inside, the gun used in the 
shooting was found near him. 
and we found a paper apparent- 
ly with his handwriting scuing 
fiiat he was suffering frorn 
financial poblems and decided 
to take ^ own life.’' die source 


said 

R»lice arc 


investieanni* the 


Man's death investk^ted 

In another incident Tuesday, 
ilk* Criminal ftosecultv 
evdered that an autopsy he per- 
formed im the bi.dy *>f a .Vl- 
year-old which wa.s tt.) be 
buried yesterday ai'ier eviikmce 
suggested that the nun may 
have been nlunkn^l iitsicud of 
dy'ing of natural cau.Nes. 

The body* of .Atallah loham- 
mad wus ^xii to be buried 
“when the criminal prosecutor 
received ufibrmation from the 
victim’s family that he might 
have been murdered’’ accord- 
ing to a source. 

“In their preliminary exami- 
nations. police surgeons found 
u bullet wound to chesC' the 
source told (he Jordon Times. 

The source said the body will 
be iransfened to the Notional 
Institute fex- fiorensic Medicine 
foranautepsy. 

Murder suspe^ tirre£^ 

In another deveiopmenu 
police on Monday announced 
the arrest of an .Arab national in 
cormecDon with the double 
murder ot'a si^rmaiket owner 
and his son in Tadbudeh area 
near Jewideh on Sunday, offi- 
cials said 

Fa'eq Sa’id 46. and his 19- 
v’ear-old son Khalid were 
(bund .shot to death in the back 
roevn of their supermarket. 

Police officials were quoted 
in the pre&s as saying that they 
arrested an Arab nuticviai who 
had been emplcned by Sa'id 
fa- the past ih^ montiis while 
CHI his way to Kaittic. 

The authorities said they 
believed the motiv e behind the 
murder was theft. 


New type of marriage raises questions despite rarity in Jordan 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — A small number 
of Jordamans are opting for a 
new type of legal Muslim 
coupting known as “pusserN- 
by" murriages, in which the 
hu.sband visii.s the wife occa- 
sionally but generally does 
not slay the ni^t. 

Though this unorthodox 
marriage, known as “mis7ar'’ 
in Arabic, is not encouraged 
by the faith and i.s ikm widely 
accepted by society, it is con- 
sidered a legal bond Jordan- 
ian officials and Arab Muslim 
scholars say. 

“AVe are aware of a few 
inisyur marriages, but it 
remains a new phenomenon 
in JonJiin." one senior govern- 
ment official told the Jordan 
Times on Tuesday. He and 
others declined to give any 
figures. 

The idea, which has flour- 
ished In Saudi Arabia, other 
Arab Gulf countries and 
Egypt ov^ the past four years, 
appears to around the 
problem of eligible women 
gradually becoming spinstera 
when no man asks for their 
hand and other social taboos, 
such as the re-marriage of 
female widows and divorcees. 

But others were moe sa:p- 
tical of the airangemenL 

"Misyar mairidges are sim- 
ply another legal excuse for 
polygamy,” said Jordanian 
lawyer and human rights 
activist Asma Khader. 

are a conduit 


for men to have legal sex with 
women," she add^ echoing 
similar views held by many 
Jordanian liberals. “Such a 
murriuge ghes men the legal 
right to enter into a relation- 
ship without creating a family, 
which is the essence of mar- 
riage.” 

Misyar marriages includes 
oil \e^ obligations provided 
for in the Koran, including 
bridal money, witnesses and 
parenral api^val. Howev^, 
they lack public announce- 
ment ( ishar *aam ) thai accom- 
panies a Muslim marriage 
through hosting a party, and 
the number of people 
infomied of the union is 
to a minimum. 

In the Gulf as well u.s Jor- 
dan, most “posseis-by" mar- 
riages involve an already mar- 
ried man taking a woman as 
his second, third or fourth 
wife, and often a man's other 
wife or wives will not even 
know he has entered into a 
misyar moiriqge. 

As a result, several scholars 
and human rights activists 
have expressed concern over 
possible social damage result- 
ing frcHn such secret unions. 

Hamdi Murad, deputy sec- 
letaiy general of the Minisny 
of sard misy'ar mar- 
riages could help get around 
social taboos against females 
‘Nvho inissed the train of mar- 
riage." 

But he acJded: "Any man 
seeldng a misyar marriage has 
to fear God and to make sure 


he Is not entering into this 
muni:^ to take advantage of 
the woman involved." 

Abdul Aziz Khayaz, former 
awqaf minister, sard he does 
not encourage such marriages 
because ot' possiUc ai^- 
effects that could harm society 
and individuals. 

“Sharia [Islamic juri^uu- 
dence] gives fMioriiy to pre- 
wnting soci^ harm over 
unaining individual welfare 
and benefit,’* he said. 

“In most cases, certain trou- 
bles could arise after the death 
of the husband in a misyar 
marriage and his 'secret' wife 
and 1^ children become 
known to the rest of his fami- 
ly,'' he added. 

“Usually, the known family 
of the deceased will disavow* 
the other wife and of her chil- 
dren. eausi^ a (r^iedy that 
touches their lives of many for 
years to come," Kluyat 


e.xplained. 

^ a tradidonul society 
where marriage remains a 
form of pnxection and gener- 
ates more sodal respect for 
women, ordinary Jordanians 
were divided over misyar 
marriages. 

“I believe it is a masquer- 
ade," said Eman Ahmad, a 128- 
year-old pharmacist. “Having 
a husband is important as he 
can be a father, a brother, a son 
and a lover. But that does n<:H 
give him the right to come and 
visit me for a few hours ev ery - 
day under this marriage, 
which does not force lum' to 
provide for my daily existence 
or remain with me." 

“1 do not like such an idea 
which seems designed to sai- 
isfy certain physied and emo- 
tional needs." she added. 

Abdul Reiman Sa'd, a lab 
technician, disagreed. “This is 
not a perfect marriage, but 


w'hat do you do with all the 
numbers of women who have 
nw married yet?" 

“It is a legal way (o satis^' 
all the physical ne^ without 
sharing much of the financial 
and social responsibility'." 
Sa'd said. 

In most misyar marriages in 
the Gulf, most women report- 
edly continue to live with their 
parents at home with their 
husbands visiting occasional- 
ly. In other cases, women have 
waived fiie'ir right to bridal 
money and other financial 
commitment.s for the sake of 
such u loose union. 

“I cannot imagine why any 
woman would live under cir- 
cumstances where she 
rcmtuns u captive at her fanti- 
ly’s house and is couiraUeJ by 
both her parents and new hus- 
band," said Khader. 

“If u woman is financially 
independent and is not mar- 


ried because of the age tacior. 
or because .'(he is u dhorcee or 
a widow, this dvies not mean 
she ha.*; to accept such a 
humiliating situation imlsyar 
murri*,urc|," said Dalai, a 30- 
ycar-old nurse. 

But to Murad and others, 
the benefits of misyar mar- 
riages art* many. 

“A woman .'•laying at her 
parents’ house and meeting 
her husband for a few hours 
every day is fur better than her 
not getting married or engag- 
ing in acts of immorality." 
according to Murad. 

Bui many, including Khuy- 
at, believe misyar marriages 
will remain rare in Jordon. 

“It does not seem to be tak- 
ing hold here." siud Khayat 
“But wifii the gradual break 
up of strong family ties and 
die population increase, it 
misht have a chance." 
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The Ska! Club-Amman mourns with deep 
regret and sorrow the passing of 
club member: 


The International Association of Golden 
Helmsmen (Jordan chapter) mourns with 
deep regret and sorrow the passing of 

Munir Jubraeef Suleiman Saiqali (Abu Karim) 


Munir Jubraeel Suleiman Saiqali (Abu Karim) 

The club offers its deep condolences to 


The society offers its deep condolences to 

Mr. Saiqali's wife and children and all 


Mr. Saiqali's wife and children and all 

members of the Saiqali and Mazbar families. 


members of the Saiqali and Mazbar families. 

May God bless his soul. 


May God bless his soul. 




4 World News 


D’Alema bids 


to put together new 


Italian government 


ROME (AFP) — Former 
communist Massimo 
D’Alema was Tuesday 
attempting to weld together 
a coition government to 
include ministers from 
across the politic spectrum. 

D'Alema. 49. who heads 
the Left Democrats (DS). 
was formally appointed 
Italy's new prime mini ster 
Monday after he managed 
to scrape together enough 
support to form a new gov- 
ecDwenL 

However, observers warn 
the difficult horse-trading 
for mini sterial portfolios 
now begins. 

The list of ministers is to 
be made public by 
Thursday, according to the 
Italian media. D’Alema 
wants the line-up ready in 
time for a European Union 
summit in Austria on OcL 
24 and 25. 

The list will then be pre- 
sented to President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro before the 
new government must 
secure a majority vote in 
parliament 

D'Alema was also due to 
meet Pope John Paul II later 
Tuesday. 

The Pontiff arrived at the 
Italian presidential palace at 
11:15 a.m. (0915 GMT) 
after making the short jour- 
ney from the Vatican City 
by poperaobile. 

The Catholic church has 
expressed concern over 
D'Alema's Communist past 
and attitude to church doc- 


Scalfaro before meeting the 
premier-elect 

D'Alema must balance 
the claims of his new allies 
— the centre-left Olive Tree 
coalition. dissident 

Communists and the centre- 
right Democratic Union for 
the Republic (UDR). 

The parties gave their 
written agreement to back 
D'Alema during llth-hour 
talks Monday, l^eir support 
should be enough to give 
him a majority in the 630- 
seat Italian parliament — 
and make him the first ex- 
Communist to head a gov- 
ernment in Western Europe. 

The fiercest battles will be 
over the ministries of edu- 
cation. justice and the post 
of deputy premier, accord- 
ing to observers. 

D'Alema will be forced to 
free up some tniaistries for 
centrist and dissident com- 
munist politicians who have 
opposing views on educa- 
tion. the familv and other 


meat would be "neither an 
anomaly nor an extrava- 
gance" and arguing that 
other countries had coali- 


tnnes. 

The Pope and his delega- 
tion, on an official visit to 
Italy, will hold talks with 


issues. 

The Italian press said 
Tuesday outgoing Economy 
Minister Carlo AzegUo 
Ciampi would keep his job 
in the new goviemmeot as 
would Vicenzo Visco at 
Finance, Edo Ronchi at 
Environment and Rosaria 
Bincti at Health. 

Press reports also said 
Walter Veltroni, outgoing 
deputy prime minister and 
culture minister, would quit 
government and take over 
from D'Alema as head of 
the Left Democrats. 

Monday. D'Alema sought 
to defend his unlikely 
alliance saying his govem- 


tion governments. 

D’Alema will head Italy's 
56th post-war government 
after the collapse of 
Romano Prodi's centre-left 
administration on OcL 9. 
Prodi was forced to step 
down after the Refounded 
Communist Party rejected 
his budget plans and forced 
a conft^nce vote. 

Prodi lost that, motion by 
just one vote, bringing 
down what had been Itdy's 
first centre-left coalition 
and its second longest-serv- 
ing government in post-war 
history. 

D’Alema has said he will 
submit the same budget 
plan that triggered Prodi’s 
downfall and has indicated 
be will honour the commit- 
ments made by Prodi. 
including a pledge to reduce 
the working week to 35 
hours and extend the num- 
ber of years of compulsory 
schooling. 

However, D’Alema's 
political manoeuvrlngs have 
prompted criticism, includ- 
ing ftoni Prodi who lament- 
ed the way in which the pre- 
mier-elect was cobbling 
together support from 
across the political spec- 
trum. 

Prodi warned D'Alema 
was moving away from a 
system of two bros^ opposi- 
tion camps on the centre- 
left tmd centre-right and 
exacerbating Italy's notori- 
ously unstable political sys- 
tem. 


Media protest over 
missing journalists 
in Kosovo 


MAGURA, Yugoslavia 
(AFPj — More than 60 
Yugoslav .and foreign 
journalists working in 
Kosovo held a protest 
'Hiesday at the disap- 
pearance of a Serb 
reporter and a photog- 
rapher working for 
Yugoslavia's official 
news agency. 

Nebojsa Radosevic 
and Vladimir Dobricic 
vanished while on their 
way Sunday to Magura, 
30 kilometres to the 
south of Kosovo's capi- 
tal of Pristina, where 
two Serbian policemen 
bad been reported 

wounded in an attack 
by ethnic Albanian 
rebels. 

At the crossroads near 
Magura, where the two 
were seen last, reporters 
put their cameras and 
equipment on the 
ground and held a 


minute of silence 
protest *'Iq the hope 
that the colleagues are 
not dead." 

Monday, the journal- 
ists signed a petition for 
the protection of media 
employees, saying that 
the *Yree speech is a 
human right, and 
human rights apply to 
ail sides." 

journalists dis- 
appeared Sunday. 
Today it happens to 
them, tomorrow it could 
happen to any of us. If it 
happens to you, you 
would hope that at least 
some of your colleagues 
would care. Let us show 
that we care,*’ the peti- 
tion said. 

Serb journalists avoid 
going to areas where 
they might fail into the 
hands of the ethnic 
Albanian rebel Kosovo 
Liberation Army, which 


stiJJ holds some areas of 
Kosovo. 

The journalists also 
called for help from the 
International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and 
Adem DemacI, the polit- 
ical representative of 
the KLA, which is sus- 
pected of detaining the 


two missiim journalists. 
The ICRC aisc 


The ICRC also 
approached Demaci 
who promised to ensure 
that the pair were treat- 
ed properly if they were 
in the hands of the 
KLA, ICRC spokesman 
Josue Anselmo said. 

At the end of August a 
Serb reporter for Radio 
Pristina, Djuro Slavuj, 
and his driver, Slavko 
Perenic, disappeared in 
southwestern Kosovo in 
the Orahovac. 

Efforts . to find them 
have been unsuccessful. 
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French students march through the streets of Bordeaux as part of an ongoing nation- 
wide movement calling for better education facilities. Banner at top reads ‘AUegre, 
AUegre, doubtful subsidies’ (Reuters photo) 


Second wave of French 


school demonstrations starts 


PARIS (R ) — Tens of thpu- 
sajids of high school pupils 
demanding more teachera,' 
smaller classes and better 
equipment took to the 
streets of France Tuesday 
for a second wave of con- 
certed nationwide protests. 

Two motorways in the 
south and east of France 
were partially blocked by 
striking students while 
shopkeepers on Paris' Left 
Bank boarded up their win- 
dows for fear of looting. 

Security has been iKefed 
up around the country 
especially in Paris, where 
rioting marred a maj<xr stu- 
dent rally last week. 

Acting Interior Minister 
Jean-Jack Queyranne told 
reporters the government 
h^ done all it could to 
improve policing at the 
lively, often chaotic omrch- 
e$, with check points set up 
to prevent troublemakers 
from hijacking the protests. 

"But we cannot check on 
everyone," he said. 

France’s leftist govern- 
ment has publicly support- 
ed the student cause aiui 
Education Minister Claude 
AJlegre is due to present 
new school spending plans 
in parliament Wednesday. 

"We must satisfy the stu- 
dents' demands and I 


believe we wUL," the minis- 
KftoidTFl teievisfon. 

However, in a country 
where student movements 
have sometimes spun out of 
control, most famously in 
196$, ministers hope that 
Tuesday's strike will be the 
last and that calm will 
return to the classrooms 
after next week's halfterm 
holiday. 

The latest round of 
demonstrations kicked off 
far away from mainland 
France, on a territorial 
island in the Indian Ocean. 

Authorities said around 
1.400 students marched 
through the capital of 
Reunion to demand better 
schooling. 

On the mainland, more 
than 10.000 students rallied 
in the southwestern city of 
Bordeaux while thousands 
more turned out in the 
northwestern city of 
Rennes. 

Demonstrations were 
also reported in Avignou. 
Toulon. Toulouse. Lyon. 
Marseille. Rouen. Metz, 
Montpellier. Nimes. Nancy 
and ALx-en-Provence. 

For the first time, teach- 
ers inarched side by side 
widi their pupils, backiag 
the students’ call for small- 
er classes and an overhaul 


of the national curricolum. 

Shident groups hope that, 
like last week, around half 
a million youths will take 
pan in the demonstrations, 
with the biggest protest 
again expected to be staged 
in Paris. 

Police cleared parited 
cars overnight from the 
route of the Paris march 
and have urged shopkeep- 
ers to bring down tbeir 
sbuners ah^d of the 
demonstration, which is 
due to start at 2 p.m. (1200 
GMT). 

About 150 people were 
arrested after bands of 
youths, many from tougb 
suburban bousing projects 
outside Paris, went on the 
rampage last Thursday, 
looting shops and overturn- 
ing cars. 

The spontaneous student 
movement emerged three 
weeks ago in the south of 
France and quickly spread. 
Last Thursday's rallies 
were the first to be organ- 
ised on a national level. 

An opinion poll released 
Tuesday continued to show 
overwhelming public sup- 
port for the lugb school 
protest with 83 per cent of 
people questioned in a 
BVA survey backing the 
students' demands. 


Russian activist st< 
on nuclear secrets 


stands trial 


SAINT PETERSBURG, 
Russia (AFP) — A Russian 
environmentalist went on 
trial Tuesday accused of 
high treason for exposing 
the dangers caused by 
nuclear submarines in a lit- 
mus-test case for human 
rights and freedom of 
speech. 

Alexander Nikitin, a 
retired navy captain turned 
ecologist, faces chaiges of 
espionage and leaking state 
secrets for his probe into the 
environmental hazards 
posed by Russia’s northern- 
based submarine fleet 

A troika of judges finally 
kicked off hearings Tuesday 
morning after a three-year 
investigation, led by the 
KGB successor agency the 
Federal Security Service 
(FSB). 


The probe has raised seri- 
ous questions over Russian 
justice, particularly where it 
clashes with so-called state 
interests. Rights observers 
and western watchdogs have 
slammed the investigation 
into Nikitin as heavy-hand- 
ed and riddled with flaws. 

Outside the court Tuesday 
a huddle of picketers bran- 
dished placards saying 
"Free Alexander Nikitin" 
and ‘The environment is not 
the KGB's sphere." 

Nikitin. 45, arrived for the 
trial looking less confident 
than he has in recent weeks, 
and appeared nervous as he 
sat with his lawyers listen- 
ing to the 90-minute open- 
ing remadcs. 

The accused told the court 
he was concerned th^ the 
security services could try 


and intervene in the pro- 
ceedings against him. 

T do not rule out the pos- 
sibility of the special ser- 
vices putting pressure on the 
judges because they were 
obliged to have the permis- 
sion of die FSB to part 
in the ttiaL" said Nikitin. 

Presiding judge Seigei 
Golets then ordered the 200 
journalists and rights 
observets present to leave 
the court before the indict- 
ment was read out, a tell-tale 
sign of the sensitivity of the 
case and the state secrets it 
supposedly involves, llie 
jud^ fin^y adjourned the 
case until Friday when the 
first witnesses are expected 
to give testimony. 

A former officer in the 
nuclear submarine corps, 
Nikitin was arrested in 


February 1996 as part of an 
FSB probe into the activities 
of Norwegian environmen- 
tal group BeUona in the 
Arctic Circle port of 
Murmansk. 

He was charged with espi- 
onage and held for 10 
months for hb part in the 
publication of a Beilona 
report on nuclear pollution 
on the Kola peninsula, the 
principal base of Russia's 
fleet of nuclear submarines. 

The FSB accused Nikitin, 
a former Beilona stafter. of 
using his ofiicer's identic 
card to gain access to a mil- 
itary unit stationed in Sl 
P etersburg, where he 
allegedly consulted top 
secret documents. 

NUdtia's lawyers argue 
that all the bifomuition pub- 
lished in ±e BeUona report 


had already been made pub- 
lic previously. 

But it b the manner of the 
iiTvestigalion as much as the 
highly sensitive mafierial it 
deab with that has provoked 
a furore and caused conster- 
nation in the West 

Nikitin was harassed 
repeatedly foUowing hb 
release detention in 
December 1996. The FSB 
for its part has been forced 
to change its charge sheet 
six times, a sign of the 
weakness of its case. 


according to the NUdtin 


side. 

The Council of Europe 
n^anwhile complained that 
the case had t^n under- 
mined by secret decrees and 
flawed expert as^ssment 
"This 'is aU about ecologi- 
cal issues, human rights and 


freedom of speech," said 
Beilona spokesman Frederic 
Hauge before the trial 

Hauge added that Russia 
would only be able to start 
thinking atout cleaning up a 
region Uttered with nuclear 
reactors and waste dumps 
when society and the 
authorities haid learned to 
deal openly with issues 
&qx)sed by eoolc^bts. 

The diarge of high treason 
theoretically exposes 

N ikitin U) a maximum rf(».nth 

penal^, tiiough in practice 
the activist is likely to face 
up to 20 years in jail if con- 
victed. The court b expected 
to deliberate for several 
weeks on the case. It can 
either acquit or convict the 
accused or bounce tire case 
back to investigaiors. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


British and Irish PMs 
to meet on N. Ireland arms 


LONDON (AFP) British Prime Minister Tony Blair wfll 

meet Irish counterpart Bertie Ahem for privaiB ^ 

summit tius weekend in a bid id unblodt the Norths 
peace process. In a brief telephone caU Tuesd^, th^ 
fw an informal summit in the Austrian- town ctf 
PoCTSSach. Blair's official spokesman said th e two bad 
agreed there were difficulties about disarming paramflitary 

but also noted ''a cominon detenninanon to oveic^ 

SeoL" Northern Ireland Fust Minister David TcimWe ^ 
Sinn Fdn’s number two Martin McGuinness met Blair fe 
separate talks Monday in an anem^ to teeafc the deadSo^ 
over decommissioning. Trimble msists the I RA m ust begiii 
disarming before Sinn Fein can- sir on die incoming pow 
shflrfng executive envisaged by the April 10 peace ac dariL 
Sinn Fein says it has a right to at on the executive aagri^ 
and be blamed for any lack of possess on-.disaEma^ 
menL "Witii determination, we are confide it cm be ticKie, 
but it does require us to work out a way to move it ftHwacd,” 
Blair's spokesman added. 


Tension in Kashmir town aftetr 
rebels kill two soldiers 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — Indian security fimes coniiict- 
ed swe^MDg searches in a K ashm i r town Ibesd^ -after 
Muslim mnitante shot dead two army soldiers, pofice said 
Tensicxi prevailed in the town of Pattao, some 30 kOorneties 
north of the state summer capital Srinagar, after the two wm 
were killed on the town’s main road in the afteznooa. Police 
said the killers used pistols fitted with silencers. They said ^ 
fTuntiw spaited immediate panic in tiie crowded area with 
shoppers running helter-skelter and businessmen doting thdr 
shops. Security troq)s then launched house-to-house search- 
es and forced residents to line up on the stie^ to identify the 
suspected kiUers. Masked informers scarmed through crowds 
to identify su^)ected rdiels. witnesses said adding the town 
was tense. moitii, two border guards woe killed in 
Pattan when militants bombed tiieir bunker, ^xaking a simi- 
lar searcit The latest killings came ahead of a \itit to Kashotir 
by U.5. Ambassador to twtifl William Celeste on a fact-find- 
ing mifttinn Olestc. who arrived in Kashmir late Tbesday, is 
scheduled to meet with Kashmiri separatist leadere, pditi- 
rims and state officials, including chief minister Farooq 
AbduUaK This is Celeste's first visit to Kashrnir after he took 
over fiom his predecessor last year. Since the outiKeak of 
armed insurgency in Kashmir in 1989, U.5. officials and 
rii plfwnntft have visited Kashmir several times. The Muslim 
sqxtmti.gt drive has claimed more than 2S,0(X) lives in tiie 
ctatp dnf^ then. India accuses neighbouring Pakistan, winch 
administers part of the disputed state, of fomenting insur- 
gency in Kashimc blamabad denies tiie charge. 


Remains of tsar’s two 
missing children found 


MOSCOW CAP) ^ Archaeologists may have found the 
remains of Tsar Nicholas II’s two missing children, solving 
one of the lingering mysteries of the Russian Revttiutioo, a 
newspaper reported Tbsday. 'Ihe tsar, his fainily and th^ 
servants were executed oa July 17. 1918. hi the oratral 
Russian dfy of Yekmerinbutg. and their bodies dumped m an 
unmarked pit untiil they were unearthed in 1991. Ato seveo 
years of investigation and genetic tests, drey were buried in 
St. Petertixng in July. But die remains of Alexei, the 
baecaofJbihac heir to the tfarooe, and one of his astets — 
either Maria or Anastasia — were misting. Anastatia's name 
was on one of the coffins tius summer ai^ investigators say 
forensic tests lead them to believe tiie missing remains are 
those of Maria. An uidependent atchaeologa^ esqiedttioD 
has spent two irxmths searching for the two diDdnso's 
remains at tiie site where the bt^es were burned by the 
Bdsbeviks after the executions, Moskovsky Komsomolrts 
rqxnted Tuesday. Researdieis have found four topaz b^ 
the kind that had been presented each year to Mmia on her 
biiibday, and some booes believed to be remains of Alexei 
and Maria, said forentic expert Seigei N ikitin, who toc& pan 
in the e:qieditiosi. The aicb^logists have also found sewial 
buDets. which had appaientiy got stuck in die jewdlery sewn 
into the girl's corset, said, according to the newspqier. The 
Bolshevlcs had to use bayon^ to finish itillinp the wnneD 
because the jewellery cau^ some of the bullets to ricochet 
or get stuck. 


Infamous Japan suicide spot 
sets dismal record 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese police Tuesday rqxxted findiiig 
three pecple hanged in a thickly wooded area nea r famed 
Mot^ Fuji bringing to a record 58 die number of ,q^)aieitf 
suicides ffiere this yean In additioD to the confinned deaths, 
around 40 pmple were believed to have aoenqtted suvjtie in 
the for^ t^ year; a police spokesman told Reutos. Most of 
the uxtidents involved hanging Last year, 55 bodtes-weie , 
found in the same place, a dense stretch of woods on a diff 
located northwest of Mount Fuji in central Ji^an, the 
spotesmari said. The place became famous after a notorious 
suicide guidebook several years ago namaH it as' -ideal 
place to commit die deed. *T can’t say for sure vthy so maiy 
killed themselves, but increasing financial probJems due to 
the poor economy can't be ruled out coii^letely” tfaepolire 
spok^man said. About 350 police officers «nH 
participated in a search of die area Tbesday in an annual event 
conducted before die (msec of winter. 


‘Waiting for Godot’ tops 20th 
century play poll 


LONDON (R) — S^ucl Beckett’s “TOting fix: Godof 
w^ voted flie^ most si gn ifi c ant Engii.gh bngnag* pisy ci li* 
^th century in a poll for Britain’s R<^ Naticmal Theane 
Tbesday. The stale-funded conMy ptiDed 
OTer 8(KJ playwrights, acuxs, directors and jcmmaliststef^ 
the centucy's too olavs. Ametiran Arthm- 


ftnta and Irelands Nobel prraewmner Samuel Beckett. 

^vi<iual play poU with for 

Godot foUowed by Miller’s "Death of a Salesmarf and 

Tennessee Wilhams’s "A Streetcar Named Detire” 


Thief returns ‘wrong* wheel covers 


Netherlands (AP) — The 

^ but happy — ending. Aftcr 
ha^moved^' car’s 
r™Se?Jhr;hlft southern Dutch' vUlage 

De police and thought little more of it- 
^ ■^"®sday. Until this week, 

fh ffi r owner JlS anonymously returned W 

“You’re lucl^; They did- 

11 I ni. ine woman « nam^ ... .. e 
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All quiet in western 
Georgia after mutiny 


ities^d 'niesday^ie^had^reg^^^ ^ second city of Kutulsi. Keeuiuat author- 

base. Their leader Akaki Ellava fled wiih^iT*^ of Kutaia after a day-old niutmy hy army troops oho returned to 
° soldiers, (;c«n>ian television reported tReutors photui 


SBNAKl. tjeuniu iRi — 
^^lr>b:nl Gcorgi;! u:is quiet 
lucsJay alter turco loyal to 
tile euvenunem put doan a 
mutiny 1^ an annourfd col- 
umn of troops. 

SiddicTs at tile tank hanacks 
in Seiiaki wlicre the i!iutin> 
hei::in Monday said four of 1< i 
hipcked tanks had been 
reuimcd memighL 

Tlie Idmwr Soviet repub- 
lic’s second larges: cits, 

Kttfaisi. and the nearby towns 
of Kltomi, Sanitredia and 
Senaki were all under cinem- 
ment coitiro!. although the 
ubereahuuLs ui the mutiny's 
leader, /Vkaki Eliava. were nui 
known. 

It \\a.s also not clear huw 
many of tlie 20U mutinous 
siJdiers had returned to bar- 
racks. 

Gc^tfuian state telewsion 
sard £Jiava f^eii ircu-um 
eharees. 

The mutmeerx launched the 
rebellion in the early hours of 
Montliy muminu, lieading 
lowan^ Kutaisi in a column 
ol' hi}a«Ht;cd tanks and 


armuuicd vehicles. 

’Hury clashed with lovaiisi 
tnx^ in Khimti al^r 
Prcskfcni Eduard 

Shev ardnaJee ordered Kuiai-si 
U.) he delendeJ at ail ctST. 

EyrUitne.ssc:s in Khi.>mi said 
ihenr had been a brief haale at 
u hridee late on Monday 
afienwun. A gosemmeni 
spokestiun in Thdisi said al 
fea.si one soldier had been 
killed and two injureii 

By Tue>dav mi.imL’ic there 
w as no sign of confrL«niatiLin. 

Police occasiceially stopped 
passing sehicles to search for 
weapons, but the amiosphere 
Was Calm. .About 100 gi.f,cm- 
meni soldiers were billeted al 
an ahandoned building in 
Senaki. .A handi'ul could be 
seen on the sU'cet chewing 
sunliowcr serd.s. ix.\\ing with 
each other and talbny. ' 

.At the banacks where the 
mutiny began, a soldier said 
the mutmeers were mainly 
consenpLs who were iirdeied 
by Lomnunders to set oSi' 
early .Monday morning with- 
out raiowine whv. 


The soldier, who did not 
give hi>^ name, said the only 
iea.son his crew did noi join 
them was because (heir tank 
would not start 

“They told us we were 
going on an e.\civise," he .^aUL 
"We didn't have bulleis in our 
guns.” Georgian official:;, 
including Shevardnadze, have 
suggested the sudden mutiny 
w-as oiganLsed to thwart plans 
(o build a large oil {npeline 
through we.siem Georgia. 

.An international consortium 
announced immediately that 
it was suspending work on a 
smaller pipeline that is almost 
complete. The decision on 
where to build a larger main 
pipeline is due to be 
announced later this mcHith. 

ProponenLs of alternative 
tuuils, such as a new- pipeline 
through Russia, have to 
p^Himy Georgia as unstable, 
and Georgian authorities have 
accused them of sponsoring 
unrest in the country- in the 
past. 

"We have bren doing eveiy- 
thing possible to solve prob- 


lems with emstructiem of the 
pipeline for five or sL\ years 
and they ore trying to inietfere 
with thut" Sh^nndnaJ^e said 
Monday. 

Eliav-a commanded a revolt 
in 1992-93 by nationalist sup- 
porters of Geoigia's ousi^ 
first pos(-$ovier presidem, 
Z\-iud Gamsakhuniia. who 
died in mysterious circum- 
stances during the rebellion in 
1993. Many of 
Gam.sakhufdia'.s supporters 
have never reconciled ihem- 
selv-es to Shevaninadze’s rule. 

Political stability has eluded 
Georgia since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. Two 
regions say they are indepen- 
dent. 

But Sbes-ardnadze. a former 
Soviet foreign niinUier. has 
restored civil p^ace and eco- 
nomic growth to most of the 
country- since the mid-1990s 
and disarmed the foUow-eis of 
powerful warlrads.. He has 
escaped se\-;mil as.sassinacion 
unempis. 



jmaiTis of tsar'st\'/o 
children found 
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Pinochet case sparks 
diplomatic embarrassment 


LONDON (AFPj — The 
arrest of Oiile's ex-dictaior 
Augusto Pinochet has caused 
diploma&c embantrssment in 
London. Washington and 
Madrid as well as a legal tus- 
sle over any extradition to face 
genocide allegation.s. 

According to the Guardian 
daily, Washington is urging 
Britain not to ^low his extra' 
ditioD to Sp^ for fear of rev- 
elations over any Li.S. role in 
the 1973 coup that brought 
him 10 power. 

Britain is also in a quandary, 
because Chile was one of its 
few friends b Latin America 
during the 1982 Faiklunds 
Whr, lending lo^ticai sup- 
port. 

The.. Spanish government 
has not hidden its embarrass- 
meat either over a case that 
could damage its valuable 
(fiplomatic and oaide links 
with Chile. 

Amid pressure from human 
ri^Cs grotqis for Pinocher to 
face his accusers, Chile'.s 
ambassador to Britain. Mario 
Artaza, warned that his umest 
put his countiy's transition to 
democracy in peril. 

The 82-year-old fomier 
strongman remtuned under 
guard ataprivale London hos- 
pital Tues^y, four days after 
lus anest wl^e he was recov- 
ering after a back 0 |temtion. 

His arrest follow-ed a request 
by two Spanish judges who 
want to question him over 
alleg ations of genocide, tor- 
ture and tenorism relating (o 
94 specific cases during his 
dict^ofship. 

More than 3,000 people 
>vere executed, murdered or 
disappeared during his rule, 
according to figures published 
after democracy w^ restored. 


He enjoys intmuniiy in Oiile 
under a clause which he hai.1 
wrinen imo the con.siinitinn. 

Scveml human righis 
groups called Tuesday on the 
Briti.sh govemujcni jo launch 
ii.s own invesligation into 
Pinochet so he could be 
Judged here if the exu-adition 
to Spain fulls through. 

The otganisuuons. including 
Amnesty' Iniemaiional. urgct.l 
a probe under a 19SH law Uiut 
suys London cun pursue any- 
one accased of lonure even if 
it was commicied abroad. 

They arc questioning 
Pinochet's role in the disapv- 
pearance of a 27-year-old 
Briton, William Beau*<ife. 
who was tenured tiftcr trying 
to /lee Chile u'yeur after the 
coup. 

Meanwhile the Guardian 
said there wx*rc around 400 
U.S. "advisors" a.s.sisiing 
Pinochet before his coup and 
in the subsequent wave uf 
repression. 

However the Foreign Office 
denied if hud been in touch 
with Washington on the 
Rnochei ca.se. 

Pinochet wus also a Umg- 
standins acquaintance of for- 
mer British Premier Margaret 
'nutchcr. Her office con- 
tirnied Tuesdav' that he hjid 
visited her tw'o day.s before his 
c^Tdtion. 

A spokesman .said they had 
seen each other "a number of 
times over a period of IS 
years." 

The tw^ forced strong links 
in the Faiklimds war w'hcn 
Pinochet allowed the elite 
S.AS to use Chile as an unoffi- 
cial base. 

Baltusar Garzon, Uie 
Sprmish magistnte leading 
the case agairist PinochcL for- 


mally asked Brilaiu for |X‘i- 
mission Motukiy to travel to 
London and question the ail- 
ing general. 

He alleged Pinochet had 
ordered the kidnapping or 
assassination uf U.S. and 
Britisii iuikmals as ux‘l) us 
from Argentina, Spain and 
other countries. 

Any exiraJilion n.x]uest 
inusi be approved by ilu 
Spanish gov-cnuneiii and be 
made within 40 tUiys of his 
arreM. 

In a sign lif the fallout from 
the affair, Chilean Re.sidenJ 
Eduardo Frei cancelled a visit 
to Madrid Mcmday because of 
«i "full tiniciablc." embassy 
ofticittls. . 

' Spanish Prime Minister Jose 
Mitriti Aznar Sunday demand- 
ed "prudence and re.spansibil- 
ity" in the aftair, beettusc it 
"alTecied not only people but 
many dift'ereni scretibiUiies in 
each of the countries." 

In London mctinwhile. 
Anaza told BBC radio that 
Chile wus trying to solve the 
problem "amicably," 

Howcvtrr he warned chat the 
aflair "does not help the tran- 
^lion ihal luv been applauded 
ail around the world a.s a 
model." 

He sud the government of 
Chile, die foreign ntiiiisoy 
and himself had the duty "to 
c;iny out our internal otgani- 
^tion wfjich is now Itere in 
jeopardy." rHiiing a "dilftcuir 
traasiiion from dicutiorshtp to 
democracy .since 1990. 

Chile has sent a foreign 
tninistry' lawyer to London to 
help ' Pinochet, whom 
Santiago irLsi,sLs enjoys diplo- 
ntalic immunity as a life .sena- 
tor. 


Yeltsin at work in Kremlin; 


jazine reports he’s seriously ill 

^ ^ • ! nviv hit h^ 


denial.s of any inieniion to ran, 
the parliamentary' i^ipositicHi 
has asked the court to rule on 
the issue. Hearings began lust 
week. 

The pre.sidcni and hi.s doc- 
tors insist that Yeltsin will 
serve out the rest of his term, 
and adamantiv deny specula- 
tion that he has serious health 
problems — a suggestion that 
is raised ev'cry' time Yeltsin 

catches a cold. 

But the influcnriiil nucazjnc 
Uo«ti quoted top ^'ellsin :udcs 
in ils Tuesday issue as saying 
the president is senously i 
and his siaft’ is ay'ing to "pull 
the president through me 
retnaininc 20 monibs oi his 

thrill* >11 ^ 

Much of that nme will be 

taken up by parliamentary and 
then presidential etecuon cam- 
paigns. as well as Chnstmas 
^New Year celebrations and 

summer vacancy. 

So "ihe president w'lll not 

particularly 

^ quoied an umdentifieil 
Kremlin aide as say-ing. 

But this "scheme for turning 

It^-s rCE^aied the 


V (AP) — president 
iLsin, who is still 
; fiom a respiratory 
returned to the 
Tuesday and reaf- 
i would not seek 

a meeting with 
Minister Yevgeny 
Yeltsin reiterated 
I no intention of run- 
a thiid presidential 
00 . 

said so many times 
I not run in 2000,’ 

d. 

y have brought it to 
/here tWs is being 
jy the Constitutional 
iU not run, so why 
)rTnenting me?," he 
m voice to repottets 

ae start of the meet- 
constiturion 

) rule out another 
elisin, but presiden- 
av8 said dii iiis first 
a before die consti- 
adopted. and riiere- 
i not count towards 


ghost" may be deniiled by 
political of^josition or the 
WLiRArning economic crisi.s 
Itugi sard. 

pulling the presitleni, 
like u couon-wool mamevs, 
over Ihe remuining year and 
half, will likely fail," liogi said. 

During the meeting w'iUi 
YclLsin. Primakov’ also denied 
suggestions that tie planned lo 
run for pre.sklciu in 2U(X). 

“Thi.s is noascn.se and has 
noiiung to do with reality.’ 
Primakov .said, "I would not 
be able to head ihe govein- 
aient now If 1 was thinking 
about the presidency." 
Tuesday, Yeltsin also dis- 
cussed the govcmnjcni'.s mea- 
sures to pay suite workers’ 
back wages and peasions dur- 
ing a meeting with Primakiw 
and offier otficials, the ITAR- 
TASS ncw.s agency reported. 

Ydusin also met with Interior 
Minister Sergei Stcpa.shtn, 
head of the Federal Security 
Service Vladimir Putin, and 
Bolder Guards chief 
Konsuintin Totsky ITAR- 
TASS reported. 


Seoul lifts ban on 
I imports of Japanese 
I movies, cartoons 


SEQl J|, (.AH') — Sutfli Kun.ni 
Tuewl.iv .ujniHiJ)a*d a purtkil 
lilting of a half-century-t^ ban 
on imports of Japanoc cultural 
goods, atlouiitgiiikso's movies 
and cjtfliions into the ixntnuy 
ininwdiaiely. 

‘The m^irkec will be inunedi- 
.ticly opened ftum tl)h> moment 
on (to the imports of Japane>c 
movies and can{Km.M." Cukurc 
and Tourism Miiuster SMn 
Nok-Kviin aikl journalists. 

"But iinptiro of l^xinese cul- 
ture must meet standards put 
fonli hy the tSoutli Korean) 
giwenimcm,** ^ sunk adding 
that Japanese cultural goods will 
be treated on an eqiuU footing 
with any culitirol imports fn«n 
other couiuries. 

The tiKivv wo:i in line with 
Resident Kim Due-lung's 
pledge tiui he nude during ttis 
vUii 10 Japan euriy tlus muiih 
that Seoul will Utt a demdes-dd 
han on Japanese popular cul- 
ture. 

The bun has remained tiuaci 
since Kureu wus lihenited from 
the 1910-194S cdontal rule 1^' 
Japan despite (he faa that Smith 
Korea normalised ties with 
Japan in 196,'i. 

"The euliural action Uxe the 
government isuddng now 
I'les the beginning of a maiune 
reUilioaslup between the two 
countries progressing on the 
basis of a consensus among die 
two pcopk*s," a mmisoy «ae- 
mcni stud 

It said the Asian occmomic cri- 
.sLs required Japan and South 
Korea to "cuopeiute closely to 
ensure region^ suMliiy and 
development" and to boost cuJ- 
curul ties ;<head of their oo4iost- 
Ina uf the 2U02 .soccer World 
Cup. 

In oddiiion, it s;ud. it was "not 
noiural to place a bon on one 
courui)'" in on age of globoKsa- 
lion and world compeiitioa But 
TucsdiyN mow Ju^ not mean 
that weiy Japanese movie vvill 
rKVosarily be allowed inui 
South Kurvsi. 

As fur us films and videos arc 
concerned, only winners o( 
aw-ards at film fesih'ols in 
Cannes, Ntoiiee. Berlin and the 
Academy Awanls will he 


aUuwed into Ihe counuy, as vsell 
as joint venture products 
hdwt'en tlx (wo couniiies. 

Only caiiiNin mogoidnes :ind 
sin^‘-vv4ume caitoon hixAs 
which do not form pan of a 
series will be permiaed. 

•TTx government will i^sen 
^adually and in phases, starting 
with those fields which ate less 
related to the renhappy past of 
Ihe two Ltxmmes arid wttich are 
uf high cultural value," Shin 

Sittd. 

She dismissed concerns ov er 
Ihe possibiliiy of i!te couiuxy' 
Wring Hooded by "indeceni" 
and violent products from 
Japan, citing the e.xisting cen- 
sonltip and proeexiures needed 
10 obtain import permission. 

The two countries wiU set up 
a jcqra consulkoive bo^v’ to help 

sdve adminisGraiive problems 

and push for cultural exchange, 
she said. 

TTte consultative bo«^’ will 
discuss details for aUowiog 
inqxxis of games, broadcasts 
and music. 

Sources ur the ministry said it 
would take about one year 
before Japanese aoimaied films, 
hrnodcasts, games and music 
will be able to hit the market 
here. 

The minlsuy public con- 
soisus was needed to open the 
Qoodgaies to Japanese culture 
and that it should be introduced 
in phases and on the basis of 
reciprociiy. 

In addition, culruraJ 
trtehteiges’*in the most senulivc 
areas" in (he "unhappy history" 
between the two countries 
.should be postponed to allow 
public sentiment to come to 
urrms with the idea. 

South Korea’s culture has for 
decodes been thirty resirieicdL 
especially to products fiom 
Japan unvanis which Koreans 
si^ lirel enormous resendnem 
:a a result of Tokyo’s 191045 
nilehere. 

Kim. foUow’ing his landmark 
Vbdl ui Japan eorty this iniHUh. 
urged South Kore^ to look to 
building a strong reboixiship 
with thdr nn^bour in the 21si 
cctuury. raiber than looking to 
die past. 


'Candle in the 
Wind' score to be 
sold for charity 


LONDON (Rj — The score 
for "Candle in the Wind 97" — 
the world's best-selling :4ngle 
ihot Elton Jvihn sung «ii Princes.^ 
Diana’s funeral Ixsi year — is 
to be suld for music charities. 

Sir George Martin ha.s dorwM- 
ed the score of liis mai^vnt 
fur the song iliol sold 33 mil- 
lion copies worldwide. It is to 
be auctioned by Sotheby’s in 
New York in D«re\'mber. 

'Tl wus the fastest bit of writ- 
ing ! liave ev^T done on a day 
(hal 1 will always remember," 
said Martin, tlie poducer 
known os 'The fiftli BeaUe" 


for his colluborjiim with the 
British pop group. 

Qion John went straight into 
a studio u> record the iribuic 
alter singing it at Knccss 
Diana’s emotion-charged 
funeral service in W'estmiastcr 
Abbey. 

"I no pre-coneeived ideas 
about Ihe airangement so 1 
took tiie ptecuition of booking 
a string quartet and a couple of 
woodwinds for the late after- 
noon. I set about writing hasti- 
ly a score fex* the masidans,'’ 
Martin said in a statement 
Tuesday. 


Afghan opposition says 
aid flights can resume 


IiiLAM.AB.AD .R« — 

.Afchoiusian’s :inti-TA-han 
opfv^ition sold Tuesdjv aid 
agencies t-tiuld resume their 
suspended ilighLs to the capital 
Kabul on li.xcd days ;md times 
uithoui having to fear rocket 
ouacks. 

, ’There is no problem from 
; our side." Engineer .Arif, u 
: spokesman for t^vsitioo oum- 
I mander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
! u>ld Rcuias. "Thev con sian 
I flying to Kabul at any time. We 
guarantee their safety, but 
‘ (only) at certain times in a 
week.’’ 

I Juan Martinez, a spokesnuo 
1 for the International Committee 
; of the Red Cross lICRC), said 
{ Monday the aid agency had 
' suspend flights to Kabul after 
I aa mcrease b rocket attacks 00 
I the airport by opposition fctfces 
• dugin25kmno^ofthecapi- 
I toL 

He .said the ICRC would 
; resume flying to Kabul only 
I after the oppositic»i gave guar- 
antees that it wcHiId not anack 
the airport when aid agencies 
were using it for their flighLs. 

Kabul airport, which is con- 
trolled by die Tolchon. is a*icd 
’ for both military und civilian 
flights. 


The opposition had previous- 
ly given a-ssuronces it would not 
frre at the airport during desig- 
nated lime sloLs when aid agen- 
cies wvre si.'hcdulod to bring in 
supplies or pa.s.sengcrs. Bui 
Sunday a rocket landed inside 
the airport perimeter jusi min- 
utes oRer on ICRC plane hud 
left 

"We have not violated our 
conuTuimenC’ .Arif said. 

"The ICRC had ihemselvTcs 
suggested that due to securitv' 
reasons, when und if there is 
heavy fighting they will not use 
the airport," he said, 

.Arif said aid agencies could 
asc the Kabul airpon from 9 
am to 1 1 am every Sunday. 
Tuoday and Thursday. 

The .surge in rockk anacks 
come amid intensified fighting 
«i several fronts betwem the 
Toiebaa. whose forces hold 
Kabul and more than 90 per 
cent of the couniiy, and 
Masood's forces, which control 
.some areas nonh of the cafnuil 
and nearly iwo provinces fur- 
ther north on the border with 
Tujikkan. 

Arif said that due to the fre- 
quent use of the airport by the 
Talcban air force in the post 
four d:ivs. the opposition had 


no choice but to fire at the air- 
port. 

More than eight civilians 
have been killed and several 
others wounded by missile 
attacks in the past four days. 

On other fronts. .Arif said 
there had been heavy clashes 
north of the strategicaUy vital 
Salang runnel, some IZO km 
north of Kabul on the rood to 
the nurtfa of the country, as the 
Taleban tried to cut oppe^tion 
su|^y lines to Masood's 
sDon^ld in the Ronjsher val- 
ley. 

He said more than 100 
Taleban were killed in the fight- 
ing and many more wounded. 
There has been no independent 
confirmation of Arifs repons 
and Taleban sources have 
refused to commenL 

Mosood, who served more 
than four years as military chief 
of the ousted government 
before being driven out from 
Kabul the Talehon two years 

ago. is the Iasi tnajor obstacle in 
tlte militia’s drive to gain com- 
plete control of Afgh^sian. 

His forces recaptured the 
nonheo.stem town of Taloqan 
Monday, the third time ihe 
town had changed hands in 
three ikiyv 
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Immunity corrupts 


IN A remarkable demonstration of the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary, the public prose- 
cutor has sent nine public officials implicat- 
ed in the water crisis to court. The nine offi- 
cials were charged with negligence resulting 
in polluted water from the Zai Water 
Treatment Plant being supplied to the pub- 
lic in violation of several relevant laws. The 
fate of three former ministers who could 
possibly be implicated in the water crisis, 
however, was left to Parliament to decide 
on. While no immediate obstacles prevent 
the trial of the nine employees, any attempt 
to indict former ministers must go through 
constitutional channels. 

According to the Constitution, ministers 
can be brought to justice before the nine- 
member Higher CouncO of senators and 
judges from the highest court of the land, 
but only after a two-thirds majority of the 
Lower House indicts them. Under such 
legal constraints, it would be almost impos- 
sible to effect prosecution of former minis- 
ters by the prosecutor general. 

This is not to belittle the judicial move and 
political will to also make ministers answer- 
able to the public. This unprecedented step 
is indeed a milestone in the annals of the 
judicial branch and demonstrates that the 
determination of the head of the Judicial 
Council, Tafaer Hikmat, to render the judi- 
ciary truly independent is bearing fruit Yet 
this fresh start in making our court system 
independent and effective cannot be com- 
pleted without introducing some wend- 
ments to the Constitution to lift the current 
l^al constraints in a bid to make high offi- 
cials accountable. 

The first order of business in this vein is to 
establish a Constitutional Court to replace 
the existing Btigher Council. IVials of minis- 
ters, however, should be a matter for tbe 
courts in which other citizens are tried. 
People can very easily abuse their office if 
they knew that at the end of tbe day, they 
are almost immune from prosecution. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'Fs Tareq Masanvab expressed his anger about 
the atrocious rumours about His Majesty King 
Hussein's health and the future of the Kingdom. Tbe 
writer said the King has seen off more than eight 
Aiiierican presidents in his time in power, and can see 
off more. Mosarwah rejected tbe new's that the United 
States and Israel are currently discussing the possibili- 
ty of opening the Israeli border with the occupied West 
Bank to facilitate Jordan's exports after the allegations 
about the King's condition. The King has witnessed 
many disasters but has always managed to come out 
stronger than before, said Masarwah, and added that 
Jordanians are looking forward for the day when tbe 
King returns to bis home in good health. 


Al Ra*i*s Fahed Fanek denied rumours that Jordan has 
tense relations with all Arab countries and said that 
Jordan enjoys good relations with 18 Arab countries. 
Jordan has tense relations only with its neighbours. 
Syria. Relations with Lebanon and Kuwait are murky, 
but ties on the Lebanese side can become normal if the 
relations between Amm an and Damascus improve. 
Fanek rejected that the reason for the bad relations with 
Syria is the peace treaty with Israel. He said signing the 
treaty was an implementation of tbe Arab strategic 
option entailing isolated dual contact with the Jewish 
state. Fanek said that even tbe Syrian minister of for- 
eign affairs. Farouk Sharaa, called for independent talks 
with Israel. The Syrian leadership itself seeks peace 
with Israel provided there is a complete withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, said Fanek. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James Zogby 


In an election votes are power 


THIS YEAR'S election will be decided by voter turnout. 
At the end of the day that is all that counts. With ail of tbe 
emphasis that modern political campaigning places on 
raising huge amounts of money, buying television adver- 
tising and hiring high priced poUticd consultants and 
media advisors, the final ver^ct is up to the voters. And the 
mea.sure of the effectiveness of all of the money spent and 
the advisors hired is determined by how many votes they 
produce. 

In what is expected to be a year of low voter turnout, a 
handful of voters will make a difference in a number of 
congressional and Senate races. 

The same has been true in past elections as well. In 1994, 
for example, the year the Republicans swept control of the 
Congress wd the Senate, 41 congressional races were 
decided by a combined total of only 34,000 votes! Some 
congressional elections that year were decided by a few 
dozen votes.- 

In such a political setting there are lessons to be learned. 

Small voter groups, if oiganised, can become a decisive 
force in detemuning an election's outcome. Even a group 
that comprises only one per cent of total voters in a district 
can use ^eir vote as leverage in a close election. 

The prominent American sociologist. S^mour Mattio 
LipseL understood this fact and used it to explain tbe polit- 
ical power of the Jewish community in the United States. 
Writing some 15 years ago in a pamphlet entitled ‘The 
Politick Future of American Jews," Upset noted that 
among other factors, Jews were politically powerful 
because their population was coacentrared, were 
otganised and they voted in numbers larger than the t^on- 
al average. Lipset pointed out that the Ugh Jewish turnout 
combined with an overall low voter turnout often times 
resulted in doubling the strength of Jewish voters in some 
states. 

This was a lesson that Reverend Jesse Jackson sought to 
apply to African American voters. Jackson's camjxiign for 


the presidency in 1984 had one specific goal — to increase 
African American voter registration and turnout so as to 
increase the community's leve raging power in national 
politics. 

Jackson’s targets were major U.S. cities and die southern 
states of the United States. His success was phenomenal 
and the results were immediately tfiparenL fit 1984. for 
example, tbe African American voter r^istration and par- 
ticipation in Mew York City surpassed that of New Yoik 
Ci^'s Jewish voters. In southern states, as well, the num- 
ber of African American voters swelled. 

In the 1986 Senate election. Democrats regained control 
of the U.S. Senate, which they bad lose in the Republican 
Reagan sweep of 1980 — the reason was due to the dra- 
matic increase in African American voters in the South. In 
every southern state where Democrats won, they lost the 
vote to Republicans (who usually won by a 65% to 
33% margin j. The fact that 93 per cent of the Afiican 
American''votes went to the Democrats provided the mar- 
gin for victory. And in the next few years, Afiican 
American candidates won historic victories: A governor in 
Viiginia, a mayor in New York City and a Senate seat in 
Illinois, to name a few. 

There is a lesson here for Arab Americans as well. A 
study compiled by the Arab American Institute (AAT) 
demonstrates that in 55 congressional districts Arab 
American voters comprise between one to four per cent of 
die vote total. This year. 1 1 of these congressioi^ districts 
will feature some of the United States' closest races. 

fit 1996 AATs exit poUiog data showed that the Arab 
American vote turnout was 61 per cent. This was signifi- 
cantly higher than the national turnout of 49 per cent With 
this year's turnout expected to be in the low 30 per cent 
range, an Arab American response of only 50 percent can 
increase the commimi^'s numbers to 1.6 to 6 per cent of 
the v’ote in these 55 districts. 

Whm will be required for this to occur is an intensified 


community effort to turn out the Arab American vote on 

are in place in several states. Arab 
American and Muslim American organisations have met to 

plan a cocffdmated approach. ... 

Television, radio and newsp^)er ads have been prepjued 
for Arab American media outlets. Staff has been hired, 
phone banks have been set up and Arab American voter 
lists have been prepared for some targeted districts. 

The effort, at this point, is not candidate specific or par- 
tisan — it is simply an organised effort to gw out the Arab 
American vote to enhance the community's role m U.S. 
politics at least in some key targeted areas. 

This exercise is vital. I’ve argued before that Arab 
Americans are vulnerable to civil rights violations and 
defamation precisely because they are perceived as weak. 
And U.S. policy is biased and skew^ by double stand^ 
because of the imbalance in domestic U.S. politico 

U.S. policy is a function of what politicirms flunk will 
win votes or lose votes on Election Day. Politics is, there- 
fore, central to Arab .Americans finding their ri^tfiil place 
in tbe U.S. policy debate. 

Organising and mobilising a community’s voters has 
worked for American Jews and Afiican Americans. More 
recently, it has been effectively utilised by Asian 
Americans and Armenian Americans and it can woric for 
Arab Americans as well. 

Already Arab Americans have been reco^sed as an 
important constituency in Michigan and (3hio politics — 
but as tbe c omm unity continues to grow in numbers and 
strength there are strong possibilities for Arab American 
clout in Illinois, New Jersey. Viiginia and Califomia. 

Our communion's slogan this year is ‘'Our vote is our 
power, on November 3rd let’s use iL” On November 4 as 
we assess tiie Arab American exit poll data and tbe results 
in several important congressional races it will be clear 
how effectiv'ely Arab Americans were in using their power. 


AS THE t jjim mr 

HlLmm TAKES A CALL FtffH m \ TE££V/Sm.:.. 

nESWEur arm. unitep mEi.... 


UO$?ITSME-Bia. 
LISJEH you'KE IN 
PEEP poo-poo, BUT 
m TELL YOU mri'P 
PO IF.IMEKE IN 


/ MAPE A MISTAKE 
MPfMVm.VBfcr 
SOKKY. / HAP an 

IHAmOFAlATE 

KlLAVONSmP 





Speak out against 
savagery 


To the editor: 


[ WOULD like to express how dis- 
tressed I was when I read the news 
about the savage murder of a 20- 
year old woman by her father 
(Jordan Times, October 1 8) for “rea- 
sons of honour” I noticed that no 
comments were made about the jus- 
tifications of such actions. It some- 
how gave me the impression that 
this barbaric behaviour is justified 
simply because questioniag it is por- 
trayed as challenging bo^ to reli- 
gion and tradition. 

Many of us are disobeying the 
laws of the Koran and the Bible 
everyday. We lie. we steal, and we 
swear. For such actions we are not 
sentenced to death. Why is a woman 
who commits adultery, sentenced to 
death and rejection without even 
being tried or proven guilty. 

Sex and sexuality is a taboo in 
Arab and Islamic countries. Women 
are assumed not to have any feelings 
or desires. Sexuality simply 'exists 
for reproductive purposes. As a bio- 
logical scientist myself, I can tell 
you that science and logic have 
proven otherwise. Women have 
needs and physical desires. Some of 
us. however, are able to resist temp- 
tation. because we are trained that 
way and from childhood are drilled 
with the importance and purity of 
chastity. Some women on the other 
hand are unable to control their 
desires and do end up committing 
adultery. Others are abused or raped 
by members of their family or by 
strangers. 

Either way, a woman who commits 
adultery is looked down upon and 


ostracised by both family and socl- 
es. Who are we to sentence them to 
death? Why are men committing the 
same sin not jreraecuied in tbe same 
way? When are we going to start 
thinlri ng about the essence of our 
religions and the besuity and divinity 
of £e holy books rather than taking 
them to the edge. Will this father be 
sentenced for b^is actions? Is anyone 
investigating whether this young 
woman, if not a virgin at the time of 
her death, had been raped by her 
own father? Is anyone ever going to 
break the ice and start defending 
abused and battered women in Arab 
and Islamic culture? Many women 
are raped by tiieir own husbands 
before they are married. Is it fair to 
sentence them all to death. Is anyone 
ever going to speak out for them? 


Dima Sakkab, 
MSc PhD student at tbe 
Institute of Medical Radiation 
and Cell Research, 
University of Wuerzburg, 
Germany. 


Clean up your 
own backyard 


To the editor: 


ACTUALLY 1 think that both the 
Spanish and the British have a lot of 
nerve to blame anyone for murder* 
ing or oppressing their opposition! It 
was the Spanish and tbe British who 
ruled the Americas, Africa and the 
Middle East with an iron fist until 
they stripped the citizens of those 
continents of their natural resources 
and their dignity. Every drop of loot 
that they took back to their “holy 


kingdoms” carried tbe blood of tbe 
people ibey persecuted and finally 
exterminated like insects, in tbe case 
of the Americas. 

Dyer forgot to mention that! Dyer 
also for^t to mention bow Pinochet 
rid Chile of Salvador Allende. 
Allende was a communist who 
planned to destroy Chile tbe way 
FldeJ Castro has destroyed Cuba for 
the past 40 years. 1 think that the 
people of Jordan deserve to hear 
from both sides and it's high time 
they were stopped being fed pro- 
British propaganda! Yes, Pinochet 
didn't take anti-government activi- 
lies too w'ell. Yes, maybe he was a 
tough ruler, but maytre that's what 
bis" country needed at the time. 
Allende *s communism was a fast 
growing cancer that needed to be 
stopped. Thank Cod for Pinochet, 
the chemotherapy, who killed it at 
its root! How dare Spain and the 
U.K. interfere in another count's 
national or international policy! 
How dare they order anyone's 
arrest! Will they ever get used to the 
idea that they no longer call the 
shots! Anfill they ever realise that 
Spain is nothing but a poor country 
now and England an island with a 
high unemployment and poverty 
rate? Just look around you, you will 
find Spanish and British citizens 
working all over tbe world, because 
their countries can't offer them pros- 
perity. 

Hey Dyer, look In your own back- 
yard! How does your country treat 
those who oppose its government? 
How does ^gland treat Indian^ 
Pakistanis, Arabs, Africans and 
Northern Ireland? Those who have a 
glass roof should not throw stones! 


Marina Sanchez-Rashid, 
pines55@hotmail.com 


Do we stand 
a chance in 
agriculture? 


This is part two of a three part 
series examining Jordan’s 
agricultural prospects. 
Khaireddin Shukri is the 
Chairman of Jordan’s Exporters 
and Producers Association for 
Fruits and Vegetables. 


ICRHAPS rr is hi^ time for 
both die private and public sec- 
tor to sit down and identify a 
stiaiE^ plan to get our obj^ 
lives tegedxx. We will not be 
able to survive, if we do not 
communicate what we have to 
offer and make a film commit- 
ment to abide by such a plan. 
Previous experiences hove 
seen producers and exporters 
taring sbon-tenn. low-dsk 
attitudes to the domestic mar- 
kets, rather than medium-ieim. 
higher-risk ^ppioadies to 
export mazkets. Ibis is a direct 
re^ofpastgovemmempoli- 
des of sifiport for ootaio 
oops (tomatoes. CHiioDs. etc.) 
and import restrictions. 

We have totally ignored the 
cranpetitive and conqiarative 
advant^es of tbe Jcxdan 
Wley ^ too long. The gov- 
emment, for exat^s, is pro- 
tecting die {xocfaicflcm of 
b ananas in the >^ltey. It is a 
crop that requires KXX) lines of 
veiy good quality water per 
rilogram of produce. It is not a 
labour intensive cre^, and if it 
was not for tbe bravy duties 
and taxes imposed on imports 
(420 fils per 1^) nobody would 
grow iL If we inqxxted this 
crop, tbe water sa^ fiom a 
single kg of bananas would 
produce five kilftgrnmg of 
grem beans, and without 
duties, Jordanian consumers 
would pay 50 per cent less for 

haniifia^ 

Green beans are in high 
demand wifli European erm- 
sumers. A ting^ kilogram of 
fiesh beans wfil yidd a return 
of JD1.6 in hard currency of 
which 800 fils goes to the 
fenner, 6(X) fils to the trans- 
portation sector (airline and 
inland), 100 fils fiarlabouc and 
100 fils to tile pac kaging 
indusfiy. The same applies to 
scoRSofcippsusingthecoin- 
parative advantage of produc- 
ing sunmer crops in the winter 
months in the Wey. The mar- 
kets are there, bra it will taka a 
lot of sincere efforts and haitl 
wotk to get to them. That is 
wly exports to western Eurc^ 
did not exceed one per cent of 

total exports by weagltt, de^te 

tbe fara that their share in 
export value is ei^ per cent 
underiimng both the interest 
and toe poteiitial fiar further 

penraration into tiiese madreis. 

I haraen to be one of tite 
lucky few to get established 


and survive in tbe UX mar- 
ket It is a mattCT of coirplyii^ 
to qiecifications and 
dor^ to the smallest detail As 
important as cpjalhy sttoidads 
for different cre^ there aie 
standards for emi^oj^ pack- 
aging, hygiene. leridues, etc. 
As a oountiy. we have a lotg 
w^togotoacfaievesudistaD- 
daids. fo 1996 toe Agricultuial 
Mark^g . Oi^nisatioa 
(AMO) established standads 
for packbouse, (arxfoce. lefer- 
tiiK^ cold stoi^, and pack- 
aging. When they tri^ to 
enforce them all bdl broke 
loose, and two weeks later they 
badted off AMO-was estab- 
lished in the first place to act as 
a r^ulatoiy body of toe gov- 
e mment The agricutoital 
industrywillnotbe^S^tosiK'- 
vive without rules, laws, stan- 
dards. and n^uiatioos. Vk ste 
still at a cn^sroads as to 
' can be counted as a fieri) 
duce e?qx)rier and vitoat qualifi- 
cations qualify a producer as 
such for toe purposes of prop- 
er Ucensing. Rig^ now. any- 
one can become a fiesh pf^ 
duce exportei; and this wiH 
continue as long as we do not 
have standards. 

The Jordan Exporters and 
Producers Assoaatkn fo* 
Friuts and 'N^etaUes were 
overwhelmed to see Joiflan 
adr^ring a pcdicy ^ tra^ lib- 
raalisatirai, and its conse- 
quences: tbe conclusion of tfe 
Euro-Medhetranean 
Agreement the accessioD to 
the Wotid Trade Oiganisaticn 
fWTO), and tbe Ra TVade 
Agreement whkto was erx)- 
eluded with tbe countries in die 

r^jon, thereby graduallyi^tss- 

ing out inqxst dmieiR over a 
period of ten years. The 
tioD again is: can we as 
duceis and exporters sur^ 

without enfixeemenc of rules. 

laws, standards, and tpedfica- 
tioQs on both esqxxtS ' aod 
imports? U is iKX tbe expoftf 
tbra win pay the {rice 

letioD, bra die couQtty. Is AMO 

cqiable of inspeefrg ^ 
etiforcing ^lecaficatims 
standards? The ptoAssA 
belongs to the exporter 
reaches the bcxder and 
that it is the r ^varia n 
Jradan tiiat is ra sake. Can 

private and public- sectefb^ 

. {xotojcts 

witoout qmficaticDs 
standards? 
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By Suzanne Goldenberg 

AN ANCIENT ttiaincr ease, off •, „•■ 

and the shuaers swine inwauk a 1 Mevk 

and wiU. i, ihs snSf ^ 

Hene-in a mud hut haSTy h1^^^ 

w sand and bare but for a 

childnm-s exemi.se ” '.'''-■ 

— is where it all began: the mnvt^IS^ 

out of ihe southern dbs^ [n tab* ^ i^wirlcj 

of Afghanistan, and 

parameters of militant Islam. ™ 

For the followers of the TuHvm »■. ■. 

tos, the abandon^ hut within on 

medres5ah.orreliinoiic<u-h :-o ‘^''‘Uihot.i 


Heart of darkness 


"e stanj 
>ance in 
culture’ 


par r.vo of 3 ffiree^ 
5 e>.a-n!ngjo(ij^: 
-rCs. r^a: crospsdi. 
reddin Shukriis!: 
in r Jcrcian'sBiir. 
ocrse”s Associc;: 


«^drive no'tS 

spot where a lowly village OKucL^ i^t 

Mciuinmicd Omar, began hisrelS^ .Mullah 

rupt wariords. 

Four yeare on, the once-obseuie 

* P" «™^AJghaniaan and MuUi^SS tos 

‘IS supreme spirireal 
" - CommSr of 

M. Karrfahai^ backwater where he 

makes hat honre. has emerged as the of 

jXWW rather than the Afghan capital. Kabul, and it 

experit^^o m3 

the WOTd s one true Islamic suite 

• ^ oenainty ends. Desphe iis dramat- 

K^own a^i ihe inner workincs of 

Sf iTkfrvi ^ all-pow"ertul 

about 39. makins: him like 
mosloWglmist^ s mlers. who arc in their twen- 
ties and thjmes. He is a \imiai recluse, appearing in 
public oriy rarely, and irawUina with do/^ns’ ot 
gun™ in a oro-oy of six deluxe 4.x4s with dark- 
ened windows. He has visited the capital only once 
and communicaies to the world through a Jiaiidfui 
of trusted intermediaries. 

Si^ optKity g«s a long way towards explaining 
the ftustnuion of Western countries and the United 
Nations in dealing with the Taleban. "It is difliculi 
to know whether he takes pan in political affairs " 
says one Westerner who is femiliar with Kandahar. 
“Most people say he is piJoun" a project uf build- 
ing an Islamic societ>-. He is a kind of Pope figure 
and most of the political decisions are handled bv 
others.” But for the people of Sanghisar. a sprawi- 
ing village that grows com and arapes. he remains 
accessible. ‘'Before, he was leading our prayers.*' 
says Wall Jan, a former who has had audiences with 
the Amir in his fortress in Kandahar cit>. 

"Now he is a very high person, but he still recog- 
nises me.” Mullah Omar Wsiis the village evw 
few months, stopping at the grave of a i alFen com*- 
rade, and at his in-law's. Guljana, the second of his 
three wives, whom he wed as a teenase bride in 
J995, is foom Sanghisar. 

The anachmem to the village is crucial to an 
understanding of the Taleban, ixcause for the mili- 


tia. true isluni is inuiiifcsi in the irihal cckIcs and 
k^^oni\ lit their luiive Pa.sl)iun villager uf voutbem 
.‘Aig^istan. .Most Afghans live in villages, wh^ 
the liierao- r.tte is almuil /em. 

As ill Ssanghisiif, village iioines are walled com- 
piHinds. The nwrc pnispennis kuuilics luw their 
own mtKijues whiiin the high, baked-mud w;dls. 
women rarely venture out uloiie. If they do, lliey 
wvw rhcmselvcs cumpiciely in the chaderei, view- 
ing the W'wld tlmHjgii u tiny iiligiee panel over their 
c>*es. li I want a dress, if I wnnt bungles, if I want 
.“mngs, 1 ask my hushund ro brine it Ihim the 
biwaar;* sjiys Malika. 

Wiry slKHild I go out? If I don’t like what lie 
*‘u * ” However, evtai ai 

Mullah (3mar’s SangliiKur medressah, devotion is 
tempered with practicality. The medressah is 
deserted becaasc tlw le;ielicr, like the older siii- 
denls, has gone ofi n > the w;ir agaiasi Uie lust «)ppi>' 
nents oi the Taleban, A few of the liniesi boys wan- 
dtf with expk^i^'e fuses cluiclied to (lie chests of 
wtr grubby enihmukm'd lunicv In a group effon, 
lhe>' mufuue lo serawl half of the Kalima. the Mus- 
lun profession of taitii. in ilie dust of the wind- 
screen of our car. 

Like Mullali thuar’s old hui, the few buildings 
are made ol mud brick, xlaiiieted tiver with m^ 
piasicr. The roofs arc of brandies and twigs, and 
the twijy deL-uratiun.s art* drawings vf rikisques in 
coloured pencil ami neichine-gun bullets slung 
trom the rafters. The sole sign of foe medressah’s 
temporal impwianee is foe arrival last year of a 
new, concrete mosque which stands on the spot 
where Mullah Omar once prayed. 

"We are pmud of liiiii, it is like foe sun is always 
shining on us,” said Mduunmed Hassun, a strag- 
gly-bs^ded 20-year-okl whose uncle uri^iaily 
hired Mullah Omar. In rcium, foe villagers are 
spared soriK* Tak'lxtn excesses, ,Sc.*i-cral ol Ihe men 
spi« trimmed goatees or are de.tn-*foavcn — 
which are {HmislK'd wiiii beatings in Afgbun cities 
as un-Lslamie. TTicy are also spiirvd Ihe lorccd con- 
.senprion suUcred bv’ oilier villages of Kandahar 
pwvince. 

As the village eiders of Sanghisur tell it, Mullah 
Omar :irrived in Kandahar pmvinec fnmi his niuive 
UruTgan j»ovince shortly before the Soviet invxi- 
sion uf .Afj^tmlsian in EXrcember 1979. As foe 
cldcM son, he tvas resTXSiisible lor foe liveliluxid of 
a large, impoverished family after the death ol' his 
father, and had been wandering Afghanistan in 
search of a living at a village mosijuc. 

When war arrived, he fuuglu against foe Ritssians 
on behalf of the m:in who fois become his main 



opponenL Burhanuddin Rabhani. foe exiled self- 
srj'Ied jmsiddH ul‘Afehani.slan. His legemi begjn 
with the rocketing of hLs mosque by the Russi^ms. 

Hk preacher was wounded in the eve. He felt 
(lie hlwxi trickling down his face and knew foe eve 
wus kwL So he reached into foe socket, clawed ixn 
foe useless e>e and threw- u to foe ground. In 19S9, 
die Ru.vsuuis left and Mullah On^ retired to the 
mosque. "He was a man ol few words who would 
come uariy in the morning and lead prayeTS, and 
(hen take tea and sit until noon stuJying foe Koran 
akine," sav7> Mohammed Ha.svin. “He didn't talk 
much — only to his friends.” The war didn't end 
with the Sriv'iet leireai. Instead, .Alghanistan's 
gieaiesi tragedy unfoUeiJ; a civil war hemeen bru- 
tal and corrupt military commanders who subject- 
ed their compatrims to murder, robbery, and rape. 
By tile early |99(K travel was a nighmiare. Each 
uiMninandcf set iq> his own checkpust, extoning 
huge sums I'mm uvivellers. Jf they couldn't pav. 
liiey were tomired killed. One favixuite tactic 
was ro ordo' a nun to lie beneafo a vdude raLNcJ 
by a jack. Then the cur wouki he kiwcied on his 
pame bixly. 

.Amid the lawles!ines.s and ctvuis Mullah Omar 
had a dream, a vision of a pure, Islamic state. He 
gutiteied eight of his ckisesi comrades, all men of 
iCindahar or Ururgan and in May 1994 they 
aftacked foeir first c^kpoim on the highway that 
runs near the village. What fi>Uowed were a series 
of remarkable vtaories for a ragged force recruited 
mainly from ihe medressahs among .Ai'ghan 
retugees in Faklstan, wliere young men were 
assimilating the same untvnding cre^ a.s .Mullah 
Omar. 

The peiiple credited tiw power of Mullah Omar's 
visions. 

"Before he attacks some place he dreams, and 
dieti in tiie morning he ordeis a commander to 
attack that pktee,” says Mullah .Nida Mohammed, 
his wile's uncle. 

Only it wa.s uevvr tiiat simple. Aside iroiii foeir 
faith, the Taleban bad potent supporters. Pakistan, 
which wanted u pliant, but lawtiti, .Alghanistan to 
seaire its trade routes to Central Asia, fvuvided the 
'three Cs' — command, control and conunuiuca- 
lions. Saudi Arabia, which approved oi' the Tale- 
bun's vision of a purified .-Afghanistan, provided the 
funds. 

Tile Saudi chief ol' intelligence. Prince Turid Al 
Faisal, has been a regular visitre- to Kandahar and, 
say analysis in Islanufoad, the Saudis financed the 
Tulebon's late.st uflensive which saw the rout of 
their opponents from their last soonghuU in the 


Global Village 


Dunhem city of .Mizar-e-Sharif. 

Four yeuRi :uid many victories Liter, foe Taleban 
have accumplnfoed their iiisicinal mission of ridding 
Afghaiusun of its rapaciots conitnanders, and in 
puapniecLig pfoysieiJ secarity. .Mullah Omar has 
left his hunw in Sanghisur for a high wulkd com- 
pound in Kandahar's Shuhar-i-nau (New Towni. 
rtic humble mosque of Sanghisar has given way to 
foe .-Vmir-ui-.Nti.Mnineen i Holy Wari Medres- 
suh, established in a fixmer Germa^buili technical 
college ne.xi «kxs to Mulkih Omar's hou.se. It is one 
of three medre!Miah.s in the city founded by him. 

The iKHise was built year by the millionaire 
Saudi renegatk; who is Washington’s most wanted 
man: Osama Ben Laden. Only .Mullah Omar’.s 
closed followers have been inside the house that 
Ben Laden built, utk;re the Commander of the 
Faithl'ul lives with his three wives, five sons, und 
one daughter. Th: youngest son, bom just a few 
nKuiihs ago to his third wii'e, is the .sole survivor of 
tw ins. When he ckxs» communicaxe with the outside 
tvorid it is thnxigh hi^ tirigitu! disciples, now in his 
bodyguard or imponani cixiimanders; the Gover- 
nor of Kandahar. .Mullah .Mohammed Hussan: or 
his trusied spokesman and confidanL Maulvi W'ukil 
Ahmed .MutawoUl. He has met only a few journal- 
ists: .Afghans and Pikistanis iluent in his native 
Pashiu. and .Arabs. He has never met a ntw-Muslim 
reponer, ora woman. 

The Toldian say he i& mo bu.sy “because he has 
to :dl the work,” aa:ording to .Abdul Hai Mui- 
main, director of information in Kandohac. 
tory', political, social — oU tasks of the counuy fall 
on him." Instead, the Taleban disseminate his deci- 
sions or views through u single .-Afghan reponer. 
w hom they refuse to ruime, w ho is coasiantiy at his 
side. 

His in-laws say he is little changed frum the tall 
and silent man ferst met “WTw he came to foe 

village, he would nc« sit on a tnonress, he would 
just come and put his chaderei ( the sheet men carry' 
on their shoulders for use as a prayer mail on the 
bare earth,” said Mullah Nida Mohammed. Gul- 
jaiia's uncle. 

However, the fe'A educated people of Kandahar 
see the Taleban as upsions. “N'ow they are govem- 
nuni men. they have very good vehicles. Tliey 
have very' good homes. Every Taleban now' has 
three oc ioir women. Before this time, they were 
not giving women to the Taleban for their wives.” 
said Rahimullah, a basines.sman. "Now they have 
powtf, eveiyone Is giving them women as their 
wives.” Two centuries ago. foe city was the seat of 
.Ahmed Shah Abdali, the ^ .Afghan king to unite 


the waning Pishtun tribes. Some loc;il pevwlc see 
foe Taleban as a symbol of Kanikihar's dcsdnv to 
rule .Al'ghanistaa 

Such dreams of grandeur live on in foe sinifo- 
wesi of the city, where w orknoen scramble over tii^- 
wooden scaffolding of a mosque dome in a huge 
complex rising on foe fringes of foe Sufi Sahib 
desert The walls of foe compound measure >cvcr- 
al square miles. This too Is a gift to the Taleban 
from Osama Ben Laden. 

But [he Taleban have not di.vne much else fc»r 
Kandahar, and arc still preoccupied by war. Tltc 
city remains a backwater whtre huge clouds of 
dust swid dcfw*n the unpaved main road.^. 

.Much of it is in niins. The warer ^uppJy vva^ 
restcred la?a year, und last month ciectriciiv 
returned to some parts of the city . 

ThOT are only five functioning hoys* schools — 
none for girls — and the rest v>rt'er i>nly religious 
instruction. Near the tomb of Ahmed Shah .Atxloli. 
w cukmen gouge out the foundations for a shitpping 
centre to repl^ the old market. 

For the Taleban, civk* amenities clmiic third; 
behind the war, and their project to introduce v ii- 
lage vvay.s into whan life. 

Kandahar Is :U the forefront of tiicir efi'oav to 
impose Sharia, or an Islamic code of jusiiee. This In 
the only place in At'ghonision where foe Toljb:i:) 
have earned oin the punishment frvr oJuliery ; si«*n- 
ing to death, and for homosexuality. Lxiry ing alive 
five male couples. Two men survived. In the iiwi 
month, .six men havx' been e.\ecuteJ fur iiuuiJer. 
shot by the rcluiives of their vietiiiLs. 

Such punishments have caused revulsion abicxuJ 
— although they are practised with rvl.iiivcly linlc 
cummeni in Saudi .Arabia — but the Toieban'-. 
Minj.>oer for the PrewmiiHi of Mce and foe Pn «p;i- 
gation of Virtue is untroubled by dv>uhts. E:irlier 
this year his ofiice was upgraded to a full ministry, 
a sign of the imponance the Taleban attach to fois 
social experiment. 

'fVople who ay to aigue w ifo as or think w e ore 
on the wrong track arc not aware v>f the Haditli ohe 
sayings of the Pn:^)heil and the Holy Koran,' say s 
MulLfo Wall 'Thcke ulema or scholars who criti- 
cise us are under the control of government.-^ w here 
they cannot tell the truth.' He say s he has s^-nt hall' 
of his life studying Islam. He U :iged J>5. 

R^r educated, urban .-Ughoas. espec'/olly foils;.' of 
Tajik. Ha.org. or Shb ethnic communities, ilie 
Taleban restriciiuns represent a culture siKvk: Ute 
imposition by force of Fashtun village ways. "We 
don't have the right to cut our beanls we don't has e 
the right to wear crouseis, we don't have foe right {«.' 
go to a park with our wives and our families," say.s 
a teacher in the northern city of Herat. 
Afghanistan's most cultured city. "7iii.s Is not life, 
this is no life. We arc just walking and then we go 
CO the grave.” 

— Tiw Oiun.’hvi 



To hell-and-back horror 
stories f roiti Mlderia 


Recently released former head of 
state Geneml Olusegun Obasanjo 
said jail conditions in Nigeria were 
the worst in the world. Now that most 
prisoners have been freed their sro* 
ries are raveaUngjust how much they 
suffered. 

By Cameron Duodu 

GENERAL SANI ABACHA. foe 
Nigerian head of state who died in 
June, has been called a 'Tunaiic'' by 
Kunle Ajibade, editor of The News 
Magazine published in Lagos jailed 
by Abacha for no other offence than 
that he published details of an alleged 
coup plot 

The enormity of the suffering 
inflicted on him in prison for this non- 
offence, convinced him that the man 
in whose name he was tortured could 
not have been sane. 

Whether Abacha was a lunatic or 
not is now irrelevant. WTiat is amazing 
is that in almost all cases the people 
who actually carried out foe torture.s 
arc stiil at their posts. 

The new Nigerian leader. General 
Abdulsalam Abubakar. was asked, at 
his first world news conference in 
Abuja, what he intended to do about 
foe suffering endured by the prison- 
ers. His answer was that those con- 
cerned could institute civil actions 
against those who abused their human 
rights. 

The scores of testimonies that nave 
I surfaced since Abacha’s jails beg^ to 
.open indicate that if Alnib^^s 
I advice is followed, hundreds of civil 
acrions could ensue. 

Two of the most notable Abactia 
detainees can no longer avwl them- 
selves of such actions: Mos- 

hood Abiola, winner of the 1993 pres- 
idential election, and General Snenu 
Yar’Adua, deputy head of stare under 
General Olusegun Obasanjo betw-een 
1976 and 1979. Both died in deten- 
bon. 

But Obasanjo, jailed /or the same 
aiiffppri coup plot as Yar Adua. _ 
surWve and could conceivably claim 
miUions of naira from prison auchon- 

^ Quite a few of Abacha’s deiain«s 
were not politicians, but y bp 
pened to be related by blood “ 

5e Abacha did not like. One suvh wto 
Wole Diya, younger bother of to>er 
al Oladipo Diya, Abacha s depniy 
head of state (who would have bee 
executed for aUeged treason if Abacna 

had not died). ,. 

The story Wole Diya told, on televise 

from seven months m jail, is one 


the worst of foe horror stories yet [old. 

He said; "f .saw hell, 1 was deiained 
along with 67 others, bo(h miliiury 
and civilian, ui Abuja. Each time there 
was the call of nature, and any of us 
wanted to go, the guards would give 
that person six .strokes of the cane. 

"There were these iwo officers, both 
of whom worked for my brother. In 
foeir case, pormi.Hsion lo visit the toi- 
let attracted 12 strokes. Our hands 
were chained, even when wc wanted 
to eat." 

Kunle Ajibade’s story' is ju.st as 
grue.some: “They dumped me in one 
of their cells in the Directorate of Mil- 
iiary Intelligence headquarters, where 
I stayed for a week. All the louvres 
were broken. 

“Before I got there, they had kept 
some civilians there for puni.shment 
and they had urinated in the cell and it 
was stinking... I wus there Irom morn- 
ing till night for one .solid week... 
Later on, when 1 .started complaining 
about the mosquitoes and the terrible 
conditions of my cell, one soldier said 
1 should consi(ler myself lucky* and 
that 1 vviLS in a kind of fltixurjous) 
Nicon Noea Hilton Hoiel in Abuja. 

The soldier added: “Dui Tell 'maga- 
zine' man lassivtum editor George 
Mbahi na him know weiin dem dey 
call cell now o!” [Pidgin English for: 
‘It Is be who knows what a bad cell is 
really like!’; 

Ajibade was later iran.vferrcd to the 
“real cell" the soldier had talked 
about. “When they opened the door," 
Ajibade revealed, "you would think 
foal you were in one of these out-of- 
the-way room.s in an iSth century 

house. ... 

"They had built thi.s iron railing 
before you even reached the padlock. 
Inside, they had to ask somebody to 
dress up and get out of foe way. The 
person wa.s lying on the slinking floor 
like a dead man. 

“It turned out to be George Mbah. 
On the bare floor. That's where they 
Dushed me imo, too. Barely three 
hours later, they also brought Ben 
Charles Obi (editor of the Classique 
newspaper). 

“It was a damp place. That bmc.ti 
was raining heavily in Apapa. No 
liphl in there. And because of the 
d^pness. (he mosquitoes were just 
too many. We were in there for atwut 
a month before 1 collapsed. I was just 

vomiting blood. 

"So they had to take me to (he mili- 
uiry ho.spiial. There I was sleeping tn 
handcuffs and chained to foe bed. ^ 

Chris Anyanwu, publisher ol m 
Sunday Magazine, was also jailed 


merely for reporting that there had 
been a coup anempt against Abacha. 
On her release she was asked whether 
she hud been allowed to listen to foe 
ruilio while she was in prison. 

Anyanwu replied: “What radio'.' 
Radio is forbidden in prison. Televi- 
sion is forbidden. Newspapers are for- 
bidden. Even mo.si types of books are 
forbidden, unless they are religious 
books and other types of inconse- 
quential books. In Kirikiri prison in 
Lagos, they gave me books about 
Queen Elizabeth, foe Queen Mother 
of Great Britain." 

Chief Olubiyi Durojaiye, of the 
National Democratic Coalition lead- 
ership, said: “It is a case of mental and 
physical quarantine. I was quaran- 
tined, pul in seclusion and locked up 
day and night. 

“That was foe case for foe first 1 1 
months. When I pres.sed that birds, 
lizards and unt.s are enjoying the free 
air of Cod whereas 1, as a human 
being, wus lucked up in one room day 
and night, they allowed me to come 
out fur three hours each day.” 

Chief Frank Kukori, of foe Petrole- 
um Workers Union, also said: “I wus 
taken to a prison in foe desert — 
Bamu Prison in Bomo State where 
there was intense heat 

“My pains were aggravated because 
of the extreme weafoer condiiions. li 
could be exnemely hot but also very 
cold at other times. For four gruesome 
years 1 was in..soiitaiy conllnemeni." 

The pri.soners’ all made a point of 
thanking those people, especially for- 
eigners," who took foe trouble to w'rite 
to focm in prison and send them 
books and other gifts'. All said such 
kind gestures kept foeir spirio: alive. 

Question.s; Is this tonure neces- 
sary just to enable on individual to 
retain power at foe expense of bis fel- 
low citizens? When will it become 
possible for an African ruler to think 
of himself us just another citizen, with 
foe same cqu^ rights a.s all other citi- 
zens, and stop using them as if they 
were his personal toys? 

Hopefully, as many torture victims 
os possible will follow Abubakars 
advice and take their torturers to 
court. Exposing them to foe public 
glare, and perhaps relieving them of 
every cent or kobo they possess, is 
one of foe few ways to moke sure peo- 
ple will learn that being put in charge 
of fellow human beings on behalf of a 
political regime does not give cane 
blanche to treat them like ommals. 

— Gemini i^ews 



Refugees from Kosovo preparing tea in a refugee camp. Camps in Switzerland are 
‘overflowing’ with refugees and men are forced to sleep outside on boxes (file photo) 

Kosovar refugees pouring into 
Switzeriand face grim conditions 


By Gilles LaiSbn 

Agemr Fnmce F/rssf 

SWiI jCUkLAND, a magnet for asylum 
seekers, is swarming with refugees from 
the Serbian province of Kosovo in one of 
the biggest influxes of its kind this 
decade. 

Some 26,000 asylum bumem — three 
quaneni of them Kosovan; — hu\e 
poured into Switzeriand since foe Serb 
miliiaiy crackdown against ethnic Alban- 
ian separatists clamouring for Kosovo's 
independence began in March. 

In September, 4,581 requests were 
made and authorities are bracing for 
5,000 in October. 

Refugee holding centres arc overflow- 
ing. fiitteis are sluing outside in phim- 
metiog temperatures and cantons ore 
cranpiaining about having to handle 
“economic reftigees." 

The director of foe federal refugee 
office Friday esninaied that caring for the 
refrigees would cost around two billion 
Swi&s francs ($13 billion) this year. The 
outlay is seen as a burden in a time of can- 
tonal budget cuts. 

The Swiss press Friday feonired front- 
page photos showing refrigees pressed 
Against foe gates of n^istering centres 
which are lineicd throughout foe counuy. 

In Geneva, where the army has quickly 


reopened .some barracks to help house the 
new arm'ols. the doily new^Kiper Le 
Temps dencunced what it called the 
“crass egoism” of communities reluctant 
to recehe the foreigners. 

T^ German-language paper BUdi 
expressed “shame" over the lack of beds 
for foe refugees, using foe metaphor “full 
ship" which was employed during the 
\V(^d War n to signify* that the country 
could not take in people fleeing Nazi per- 
secution. 

Sw*iss news :^ncy ATS gave a hard- 
nosed description of conditions in a cen- 
tre at Kreuzlingen, in northern Swit23er- 
land. “Security'agents pairolling around 
the place, during the night foe zone is 
surveyed by infrared cameras and dogs to 
prevent foe men. kept out of the centre 
and shnering from cold, from rejoining 
thdr families by jumping over the rail- 
ings.” 

“Excrement piles up around the centre 
and the fathers of farrdlies forced to leave 
ttwir destroyed houses, sleep neari^ on 
boxes,” an .ATS joumalisi wrote. 

Fed^l authorities admit to being sur- 
prised by foe numbers of families who 
left thdr pro\*iDce befrxe the concessions 
{xiMiiised by Yugoslav President Slobo- 
dan Mibsevicb to avert a NATO militaiy 
strike. 

Refugee office spdeeswoman Vera 


Britsdi .said foe flood amid last scscral 
weeks more. 

The army could, with an udministr.iiiw 
nod from government, improve logistics 
and make mure facilities available to the 
refugees. 

Ndghbouring Italy has no .sheliers to 
houLse families und in any case most ol' 
the asylum .seekers want to be in Sw it/cr- 
land. 

The Kosos-ar communits* in Swii/er- 
land, totalling about iSO,0()0 residents, is 
second only to that in Germany. 

Asylum seekers applying in one Euro- 
pean country cannot make a similar 
request in a second £U member state, 
which makes Switzerland an attnictixe 
aliemotix'e. 

In 1991, during the Bosnuui war. 
Switzerland hud a reccml number of 
42,0(X) refugees. The presence of so 
many outsicters led to 77 "xenophobic" 
attacks. 

On Tuesday evening, a bomb exploded 
at a milhaiy barracks in the ea.'aem Swats 
town of Bronschhofen which was geared 
up to greet refugees. 

Swi^riond, w’hich is due to hold a ref- 
erendum in several months on whether to 
harden iis asylum policy, recently pro- 
posed holding an iruemodonol ctxifer- 
ence on the refugee situation. The pro- 
posal has so far not been taken up. 
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overnment shuns criticism, will 
forge ahead with privatisation 


By Tareq Ayyoob 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment will proceed in its pri- 
vatisation process despite 
criticism from public and 
private sector represenia- 
Uves who urged the govern- 
ment not to sell part of its 
equities in public sharehold- 
ing companies to strategic 
partners, a Cabinet minister 
said Tuesday. 

*The privaiisation is a pol- 
icy which the government 
has approved. It has the 
upper hand in this subject 
and it will go ahead.” Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser 
Judeh said. 

Judeh. who was speaking 
at the weekly news briefing, 
was commenting on a state- 
ment by Ali Shukri. director 
of the state-owned Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC). who recently 
criticised the government 
plan to seif 40 per cent of its 


equity to a foreign firm for 
“security reasons.” 

Shukri said that if the gov- 
ernment was adamant to sell 
some of its equity, priority 
should be given to Jordan- 
ian or Arab investors. 

Among the 20 foreign 
firms contacted by ±e gov- 
errunem to buy the 40 per 
cent stake, only two compa- 
nies expressed their willing- 
ness to buy the equity, 
namely, the U.K.-based 
Cable and Wireless and the 
American firm Southern 
BeU. 

Similar statements were 
made earlier by Hamdi 
T^a'a, chairman of the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories Com- 
pany. who urged the govern- 
ment several times not to 
sell 30 per cent of the firm's 
equity to a strategic partner. 

“The government will not 
take any decision against the 
interest of the country,” 
Judeh stressed. *Theie is a 


mechanism to negotiate the 
offers with the foreign 
firms.” The minister indicat- 
ed that the government will 
deal with the firms that 
showed interest in buying 
shares in the cement compa- 
ny and the JTC “directly 
without the interference of 
mediators or brokers.”' 

The minister was respond- 
ing to charges by a colum- 
nist in a local Arabic daily 
who claimed that mediators 
are InierferiDg between the 
government and foreign 
firms. 

Judeh pointed out that 
each firm chat wants to sub- 
mit an offer to buy a stake in 
the two firms should 
“declare the name of its 
agent in the country before 
proceeding ahead.” 

“Until now no details are 
available about die value (of 
the government's equity in 
the two firms).” Judeh said. 
“We wiii not conduct nego- 


tiations with these firms 
behind the scene. Every 
thing will be done with 
ma.'dihum transparency.” 

Judeh said that nobody 
knows what price the two 
companies will pay in return 
for the 40 per cent of the 
JTC. 

The minister said that any 
government decision to seU 
its equity m any public firm 
would be discussed with 
Parliament before a final 
resolution is made. 

Last week, the Jordan 
Securities Commission sus- 
pended trading of the Jordan 
Cement Factories shares at 
the stock exchange In prepa- 
ration for selling a major 
stake to foreign investors, 
expected to be concluded by 
the end of this year. 

Taba'a is among four 
members who will evaluate 
the offers of potential bid- 
ders -and make recommen- 
dations CO the Cabinet 


Iraq, Jordan start talks on oil pipeline link 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
and Jordan started talks Tues- 
day in Baghdad on the con- 
struction of a S350 million oil 
export pipeline linking the 


two ndghbours. Iraqi and 
Jordanian officials said 
In July this year, the two 
Arab countries agreed to 
build the 750-lulometre 


THE ARAB BANK ADDS REUTERS 
SERVICE TO ITS SITE ON THE INTERNET 





THE ARAB BANK updated its website on the Internet 

(WWW. arabank. com) through adding the reuters service 
which enables the user to have sufficient information 
about die e.xchaoge rates of arab and foreign currencies as 
well os precious metals in the world in addition to die lat- 
est news in financial matters, news on companies and the 
world markets. 

The site encompasses different data on the Arab Bank 
pertaining to the latest develoments in the bank, the date of 
estabiishmenL its branches abroad, the foundations affili- 
ated to the bank throughout the world financial state- 
ments. This will help visitors of the site to get sufficient 
information related to this foundation at any time and any- 
where and to be familarised with the world markets. 


pipeline to run from the Iraqi 
puraping station in Hadithl 
260 idlometies nordiwesc of 
Baghdad to Jordan's Zarqa 
oil refinery, northeast of 
AramarL 

“We have agreed lately to 
implement it in two sta^.'* 
Ir^i Oil Minister Amir 
Mohammad Rashid said in a 
joint news conference with 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion and Energy Hani Mulki. 

Rashid said tiie first stage 
of the project would run fiom 
the Z^a refinery to the 
Iraqi-Jordanian border while 
the second stage >vould 
extend into Iraq. 

Implementation of the sec- 
ond stage would come after 
the end of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions imposed for Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, he 

nHtitvl 


'‘Hopefully in due time we 
vrill get financing for this 
project, at least for the part 
inside Jordan,” Rashid said. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) quoted MuUti as say- 
ing Monday that his visit 
aimed at “laying the execu- 
tive steps for laying the oil 
pipeline ftom Iraq into Jor- 
dan to meet Jordan's future 
needs.” 

He told reporters Tuesday 
that he would also discuss 
with Rashid Iraq’s oil exports 
to Jordan under an agreement 
which is renewed eveiy year. 

“We will dicuss all means 
which will facilitate the trans- 
port of oil and the flow of 
trade and economic 
exchange between die two 
brotherly countries,” he said. 
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Jordan wants IMF renewal ^ 


By Siikiioan A1 IQjalldi 
Reuters 


AMMAN — Jordan, facing 
negairi'e growth and deepen- 
ing recession, is caught 
bttween the need for Inteim- 
tional Monetaiy Fund (IMF) 
support tied to fiscal restraint 
and spurring investment ^ 
extra speodi^ officials said 
Mood^. 

They fear the IMF. if it is 
ready to meet Jordan's 
extended facility requests of 
SM5 biUioa ovct the next 
three years as protBcdon 
against regional turmoil and 
domestic uncertainties, could 
impose coodztzons which 
WCTild q)atk a social backlash. 

Lower public expenditure 
could hanqjer growth and 
erode real wages, estimated K> 
hhve fallen ty around 20 per 
cent since Jordan's implemen- 
tation of IMF-direcied rnacio- 
ecoDomic stabilisation and 
finee-matket reforms, in place 
ai^ a severe crisis in 1989 
which wiped out reserves. 

“We are in a recession and 
we cannot really go into 
nsducii^ the budget deficit to 
five per cent down ftom seven 
pomt somediii^ because this 
would squeeze economic 
activities,” Rome Minister 
Fayezlhrawneh toIdtepCTters 
Sunday. 

Independent economists 
and preliminaiy unreleased 
World Bank estimates fore- 
cast a one per cent shnnka^ 
in die econon^ in 1998, foe 
country’s worst performance 
since foe 19^ crisis. 

Talks with an IMF mission 
airivirig this month win focus 
on a new tiuee-year pro- 
gramme tied to stEingeni fiscal 
and monetary tai;^t5 and 
pushing ahead on so-fiir 
deli^ed ptivatisatiem of state 
assets to bolster depleted for- 
eign exchange reserves. 

Tl^ have fallen b^' S40() 
tnOlioo to SU bilhon in 
Au^ist ftom a peak Sl.7 bil- 
lion at end of 1997. 

“Ws have not talked about 
amounts there is a need 
for an extension but in what 
form it would be — a nation- 
al piqgramme..Jn ccnsulta- 
tion wjfo the IMF or with foe 
l^CF to extend mexe fiacilhie' 
— fis being discussed).*' 
Tararrash said. 

Jordan's IMF structural 
adjustment programme 
conn% to an end next Fsbru- 
ary amid a downturn in the 
economy blamed on on 
unfavorable regiraial envi- 
ronment a falming Middle 
peace process and tur- 
moil in nei^bouring Iraq. 

IMF support is needed to 
secure finaocing of reschedul- 
ing of the 4.5 billion dinar 
(^3 billicm) fbrei^ debt 
whose annual servicing will 
tep S800 million in 1999. 
against around $500 million 
now, officials say. 

Officials will put J(xdan*s 


case to the IMF meeting a 

five per cent deficit target oyer 

a two-year period, blowing 
for a deficit of up CO 10 pff 
cent this year by extra public 
expenditure to h^ rejuvenate 
growth, they said. 

Jt^dan has forecast the 1998 
budget deficit excluding for- 
eign aid, to reach around 
seven per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP), but 


say it could reach as 
high fls 10 per cent if gov- 

ernment meets milli(xis of 
dollare of debt oWigations to 
various minis tries. 

“If they (IMF) would accept 
with us to go gradual and to 
extend more fecUities then 
that would be suitable. (IMF 
First 

Deputy Managing Director) 

Stanley Fischer was very 


accommodate on tiat, but 
we wDl see if it will work,'’ 
Ihiawn^ said. 

The govemmem seri- 
ous about pushing ab^ wifo 
IMF<iirected privatisation 
to cushion ferei^ reserves, 
critical to main^ the lomi 
cuneiK^’s stability', be addal 
Experts estimate state sdl- 
ofis could generate at 
leastSSOO millicxi. 
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THE Daily Crossword Ectited by V\tayne Robert Wniiams 


ACROSS 
1 Reverberafion 
5 Slades 
10 Hindu ruler 
14 Hideaway 
ts Cancel 

16 Enthusiastic 
vigor 

17 Nora's pooch 

18 Crowbar 

19 Savoir-faire 

20 Cafe_ 

22 Beat ft 

24 Horse ankles 

26 Whitney knom 
/brhfsgtn 

27 Titania's man 
29 Remove knots 

34 Crag 

35 Numbers game 

37 Clay targets 

38 Sirtis on 'Star 
Trek: The Next 
Generation' 

40 Clan emblem 

42 ITj© Aian' 0/ 
baseball 

43 Put into law 

45 Stupefy with 
drink 

47 Gardner of 
The Killers' 

46 Coupon 
presenter 

50 Motifs 

52 Soup vegetable 

53 Secretaria] 
worker, for 
short 

54 Beat it 
59 Seagoing 

62 Energy cartel, 
in brief 

63 Lined 

65 Lugosi or 
Bartok 

66 Word with chop 
or barrel 

67 Bancroft and 
Mesra 

68 Scads 

69 CoioniaJ 
blackbirds 

70 Initiate 

71 Eve's grandson 
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Peanuts 



I SAU) YOOR 
NA/AE IN5IPE 
HOUR COLLAR.. 
MY MOM 15 
THE VET HERE.. 

I7r 



he's still 
asleef; /aom. 



LOOK ..HE 
UlASbOEARINSl 
MICKEYM0U5E 
SHOES! ^ 

vl 


Sumrr^rvtOe, QA 


DOWN 

1 Israeli airline 

2 Spanish house 

3 Beat it 


4 Noted speaker 

5 Buddy 

6 Urges on 

7 Stellar 
explosion 

8 Lmg Journey 

9 Thoroughfare 

10 Reconsiders 

11 Jal_ 

12 Trunk Item 

13 Feed the ki&y 

21 Envirorunental 

sd. 

23 Urribrtamalefy 

25 Nautical spe^ 

27 Abafone eater 

28 Wafted 

29 Say 

30 Negative 
responses 

31 Beat ft 

32 Tate a powder 

33 Bunsen burner 
artcesbrs 

36 or not to 

be?' 

39 Swelling 
stoppers 

41 Rock group; _ 
the Hoople 
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B 


□ 

B 

D 

□ 

B 

ID 

□ 

□ 

B 


Q 

B 

B 

D 

□ 

m 

B 

□ 

□ 

B 

□ 

B 

B 
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Andy Capp 


f Hl/TOM.VDU»BE^ 
( LOOMNGVBRy J 
VWELL,I/VUJST y 

OltHMAHOB 

/ IVV5SN*75 \ 

AREVBty ] 

J TENSE AT J 



|l 








NEmmam^rn - Jl 


[■MMie ^ Jl 


44 Ybung adult 
46 At that time 
49 Indian dty 
51 Provide the 
opportuitity 

53 Sm'le derisivefy 

54 Maniiow's 
nightdub 

55 Resting atop 


56 Garrof 'Cose 
Encounters of 
the Third Kind* 

57 Utter'S smallest 

58 Arm borte 

60 Chdr voice 

61 Highland 
maiden 

64 Summer hrs. 









THE BETTER HALF 


By Giasbergen 



.IjU; 


iO 


My sister brought us dinner. 
Her fourth husband refuses to 
eat leftovers from her first marriage ” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM6 
by Henri AmeM end Mke Aiddo" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lelter to each square, to form 
(our onftrtary words. 


SWYNE 

m 


rmfaored Cw wI9bw.*!^1 

Can «•«, Mdi? Can 
«M,pie8n7 


eijNa Ikton Mede SeniMS. kK 
Al RasffVDd, 


INAF 




CLISHE 









^ bat,hr-, 


:orr.s 




GR 

FIN 


mm 

■ 

□ 

□ 

_ 


THE TDUR OFf.'. 
THE • ■ 

AMOUNTED TO "" : 
THIS, 



Answer: A 




Now arrange the drded.lettois*^^ 
form tile surprise answer, BS su9’ 
gestod by the above cart^' 


Vasterdayg 



Jumbles: CROWN BOUND DECADE 
Anairer; Mow the Aueteban tourfels felt in the sdwfl' 
— down UNDER 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 21, 1998 



-Daily 


-'**‘** " *"*»» ih«, _ 

-Tt 'fro” “ 

in banking-insurance operations 


•* AHMAD MUSTAFA, dcouiv nnv 
of the Central Bank of Jonti^ied 
^firing fio™ 

areaofcooperaionbemwn 

ance compares mender lo provide advS 

se^ “ and to nti^ 

ily. Addi^mg a seminar on the 
joim acnon bewren banks and ins^rj^. 
^pames. Mt^nda said banks have enl^ 

subsoiuenUy. -'we should bat- 
efil from this experience" 

Headded that despite the pruLiicaJ details 
of the law that governs the banks and the 
msutanw companies differ ftnm one countrs- 
to another it is generaUy understood thJi 
myone who deals with the bunks and the 
insurers should stay within the parameters of 
^ o^m orga^sational system laaenev) 
Muslafe pointed out that the most common 
of putnership at present is the "distri- 
bunon alUance "which means that banks 
^rate as agents on behalf of the insurance 
firm by benefiting from their branch net- 
woric. 

Based Hindawi, direaor of the Insurance 

Control Dtrectorate at the Ministry oflndus- 

tty and Trade, said the banking uperaiiuns 
and the insurance operations are the basis of 
the financial sector and a stronc insurance 
market is a fundamental elenieni in the 
des-elopmem of the financial sector. He 
emphasised that an effective organisina s-n s- 
lem is a basic demand to develop the Insur- 
ance matkeL Yet, updating the orcanisin'j 
capability requires updating the le^slaiions 
and providing the necessary' authorisations to 
cany our these tasks.” Hindaw-i noted. 

Hindawi pointed out that the government is 
currently working on an ambitious pro- 
gtamme to modernise the financial sector in 


t uder lo cuawlidaie the legal and orgiuiisa* 
bt^il capability Ux the concerned parties 
'^nich supervise ite hTiinches of this sector 
\viiid) covers hanking, iasunmee and capital 
Ik^S' - “ programme would enhance 

the olficicney ot the tmuiches. con.sulidaie 
their cumpetitiv'c capubilitics and provide u 
b«to M;rvji,v to the consumer," lie said. 

ine insurance director revealed that a 
wiailcd study about the insurance industry in 
Jordan ha.s shown dial the Icgislatioas reLited 
to Mjpen'ising insurance npenitiuas aiv still 
incneciive and also lacking dlkient oi^ini* 
suuonal meusurus in uddiiiun to qualified 
ca^-s to supervise insurance opcration.s. 

Hindawi said that the reform programme 
relaied to the insurance sector has started. 
■This sliuuld petMiatlc the local insurance 
companies to carry' out inicmal reform to be 
in line with the requirements of the next 
stage, lx? stressed highlighting also the 
i^on of meiger as a strategic choice to 
^■*si nriuncial capabilities to lie able lo con- 
front local and international s'hallcnges. 

Hindawi said that allhough the JiMdanian 
insurance market is small, there are 27 com- 
plies competing in a limited market :ls its 
si/e is only iiround JDIUO million :ind ilie 
share per {xrsiin does iK»t exceed JD2U. He 
indicated lluit tlie share of the insurance mar- 
ket in the gross doincstic product was less 
than two per cent compared to five per cent 
in many countries and It) pei' cent in 
iids anced insurance markets. 

He concluded dial the focus of the insur- 
ance compiinies is on general insur.UK'c oper- 
ations noting iluii life insurance did lun 
exceed 17 per cent of ilie total insurance in 
Jordan whereas the percentage reaches .SO 
per cent in developed countries ( AJ Ra’i + Al 
Dusioun. 


Thomas 
Cook to 
merge with 
Carlson U.K. 

I.ONDON (Ri - Carlskin 

C\Hiip:uucs Inc. will in^e its 
U.K. leisure-miyel businesses 
with British travel and 
finaiK'ial services ci»n|Xany 
Tlxmias Cook, creating one 
of the world's largest l^suitf 
and iravrl finiLs, Uie compa- 
nies said. 

Carlson and ITiomas Cook 
owner West^leuischc Landes- 
buiik will co-own the new 
venrure, which wi'li luive 
annual s;iles ol'close u> 2.^ bil- 
lion pounds ($42 billion) and 
empkiy nnw than 20,00('l 
siuif. li will operate under the 
'nKuiias Co^ name, and 
WesideuLsche will haw a 
majority stake. 

'I1k‘ new comp;iny will 
carr>' inon; th:ui 15 million 
{xickuge iKjlidayiiudveis u 
>'ear, operate a fic^ of 32 air- 
craft and ser\e customers 
though a cutiibiiied neiutjfk 
of biiO travel shops nation- 
wide and Uiruugh three cull 
cenuvs. 

As both parties are priy nie 
cuiiifunie\ financial temts 
were not disclosed. 

WestLB will contribute 
'Ihoiius Cook's worklwuL' 
businesses including its travel 
businesses in CanaiLt, .Aus- 
tralia and India and its world- 
wide finan).'ial .scrvk'ess busi- 
nesses. Carlson will con- 
tribute its Carlson Worldwide 
travel agencies, its IH-plane 
Ctiiedviiiion and fVach Air- 
ways charier fleets and its 
lour operaiiims w hich include 
liispiraiiuiLs. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) A partnership venture is 
still in your thoughts. You're 
wonderuig how the other 
person will perform, and the 
feeling is mutual. Don't 
leave it to chance. Outline 
what responsibilities each of 
you will take. If you learn to 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, t99^ 


By Linda C Black, TKfrune Media Servieex, Ine. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) It's often dilTi- 
culi for you to make a deci- 
sion. 'I'hut'.s because most of 
life doesn't come in black 
and wliiic, and you do see 
lots of shades of gray, and all 
the other colours, too. Well, 
the moon in Scorpio mokes 


be structured and are willing to stick lo the structure, you'll you more decisive. As more things go into Scorpio, it'll get 
find you can accomplish much more. even easier. Give it u try. 

XAIKUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're pushed lo do SCORPIO: (Ociober23 to November 21) You’re decisive, 
another person's bidding. If this is someone you msu no ;^fthrigbt, bo|.d,ap(iIdanv:d giKHl.lpokihg, hut the best 
problem. If not make your break quickly. You can tell,, to cum&Thei& ore odds and ends to be. rearranged, orpn- 
, whether this person is trustworthy by whether you flourish. - ijied or tossed pui, and tip old fear to lay to rest. You've \\‘or- 
in the relationship. If you're being empowered you know' ried long enough, ft’s time to make the decision. You'll be 


you're in the right place at the right time. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) It's hard to settle down to 
business. There's somebody you'd rather talk to. Schedule 
a convet^on for tonight, but keep mum while the work- 
day is in progress. It's cnicial to focus on your job right now. 
and do it well. Somebody's watching, and w'ould like to 
give you more responsibility. Make it Irak like you can han- 
dle it. 

CANCER; (June 22 to July 21 ) You're so much in love 
lately it’s h.qr ri to think about anything else. People may 
notice you're preoccupied, but that's OK. Anyone wiro 
knows you, knows you have u good reason. Condiiion-s in 
effect encourage intimate conversations, so make sure you 
set the gtaoi*- If you have to take the kids to Grandma's for 
the evening, that's fine. Whatever works. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) Something around your place 
is not quite the way you want iL You don’t have enough 
money to buy new. so you have to build ii, or fi.x iL your- 
self. This is true with relationship i.ssues as w'ell. Building a 
new deck may be easier than talking about a problem, but 
you can learn how to do both. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to September 22) You've got an 
incredible abilitv to assimilate information, and right now' 
you’re going into a monster learning pha.se. Do a linie plan- 
ning, to make the most of it. Make your lists and start 
ing out the schools that teach what you want to leant. This 
is your opportunity to jump up to the next lev el. 


uinazcd to find iliut the rest of ihu world fails into place. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
may feel like you're in a squec7£ piny. You can either resist 
or go along with another person's programme. If that jxu- 
gramme isn't heading you in tlie right direction, come up 
with one of your own. One thing is for .sure. You won't be 
able just to sit around and pretend nothing's happening. 
CAPMCORN: (December 22 to Januaiy 20) A group 
you’re working with is almost more fun than it ought to be. 
You could get distracted fron] the path at htind. So what? 
You're one of the most conscienuoas people on Earth. You 
hardly ever let yourself wander off, especially when there's 
work to be done. Today, make sure all major deadlines have 
been mcL then go play. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re still fac- 
ing lough .scrutiny, but you might as well get ased to it. If 
you can get a planner to help, your life will be a lot easier for 
the next couple days. You w'ant somebody who is better at 
public speaking, .so you can pxLss questions on to him or her. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Conditions are favour- 
ing travel, especially travel by water. If you can't actually 
lidte a cruise, you could go somewhere near the water. How 
lung has it i^en since you planned a big fishing trip? It's 
time to stun chinking along those lines. You're pretty lucky 
right now, .so you might even get your heart's desire. 

Birthstonc of September: Opal — Tourmaline 


London again 
elected Europe’s 
business capital 


I.ONDON lAFP)— Lon- 
don remains (he top 
European capital ahead 
of Paris and Frankfurt, as 
judged by top business 
executives of large com- 
panies in a poll published 
by British real estate 
agency Healy and Baker. 

London was voted the 
top city for the ninth year 
in a row by the heads nl 
500 firms, who consid- 
ered six criteria: easy 
access to markets, inter- 
nal and external trans- 
ports, quality of telecom- 
munications, language, 
and available office 
space. 

"To be voted top in 
Europe's leading location 
survey for nine years run- 
ning IS an impressive 
enJorscmcMi of London’s 


vast resources, advanced 

communications and 
unrivalled status as an 
international financial 
centre,” said Stephen 
O'Brien, the chief e.xccu- 
live of London First Cen- 
tre, the inward invest- 
ment agency for London. 

However. 17 per cent of 
those questioned said 
that Fraokfun, home to 
(he European Central 
Bank, could dethrone 
London in coming years. 

The British government 
has put off a possible 
membership in the single 
currency zone until the 
next legislative elections, 
scheduled for 2002. 


Italian institution 
to study ceramic 
sector in Jordan 


.A,\LM.aN (J.T.i — Present 
and future trends in the 
ceramic sector in Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon will be 
the focus of a study to be 
readied by year-end under 
an agrecmeiit recently 
signed between the Italian 
Trade Commission (TTC) in 
.Amman and the consulting 
Company for Construction 
and Maintenance of Indus- 
trial Projects (CC.MIP). 

.According to the agree- 
menu which was signed on 
Oct. 12. the study, to be 
financed by ITC and carried 
oui by CC»\1IP, will concen- 
trate on the evaluation of 
ceramic production includ- 
ing ceramics, tiles, bricks, 
sanitary fittings, and crock- 
ery products. 

A statement issued by 
ITC and obtained bv the 


Jordan Times Tuesday said 
the study will analyse .sup- 
ply. demand, acmal and 
e.xpecied priHluciion invest- 
ments. 

The smdy will also inves- 
tigate the problems facing 
the ceramic sector, while 
suggesting strategies based 
on the results of a field sur- 
vey and available Je.sk 
work information in the 
three countries. 

ITC said the agreement 
with CC.MIP came as pan 
of assisionce and serv ices it 
provided to local compa- 
nies as well a.s lo Italian 
companies operating in the 
region. 

ire recently opened an 
office in ShnieUani follow - 
ing an official approval 
granted by the Council of 
Ministers in laic September. 


OMBANZUD 


iPZMAMexjicc. MMOcaev 
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FMT 12 mma 

' uiaa BB- 


OOMMHY'S HMOe 


» / B 


DZV. 


NO. 

or 

TMOIS. 


NO. or 
SUAIIXS 


VKUJE OPEN 
TRAOCO PBICB 
JD 



355.500 170.000 
2.930 1.500 


3.300 

1.300 
6.510 

.800 

3.910 

1.220 


1.000 

.050 

3.610 

.530 

1.590 

.900 


MM BAW 
aOB.NATZOMAL BK. 
■AKK or JQMDMI 
MIB.BA0T ZNV.0K. 
TBl BOOSZNO BX. 
JOR.COLr BANK 
JOR.28ZANZC IAMB 
BHZOM BR.BAV.IHV. 


16.6 

13.3 

E 

50.5 

27.0 

9 

26,2 

P 


.99 

4.64 

0.00 

0.00 

3.73 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


66 

10 

1 

1 

40 

4 

3 

3 


3900 

9113 

1000 

250 

50364 

4000 

500 

250 


500673 

13758 

1040 

223 

159001 

2260 

791 

233 


205.00 
1.52 
1.05 
.05 
3.00 
.57 . 
1.59 
.90 


302.75 

1.51 

1.04 

*.09 

3.69 

2.58 

.92 


2.25- 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

.04* 

. 11 - 

. 01 - 

. 02 * 



BANK SBCTOa TOTALS ZICOCXi 266.51 <CBC: 

-1.32 

134 

76376 

766178 





2.650 

1.040 

30H FWDICB ZN0im. 

7.4 

9.43 

2 

350 

928 

2.65 

2.65 


8 

1.310 

1.000 

BOLT LAND ZHSim. 

0.1 

0.00 

2 

8124 

0773 

1.10 

1.08 

.02- 


3.300 

3.050 

PBZZJVDBLMiZA XaailB. 

16.5 

0.00 

3 

10053 

30609 

2.15 

2.05 

.10- 


ZB0IDUUKB BBCTOa TOTALS ZNDBXi 127.95 coSt 

-0.00 

7 

18527 

30310 





3. BOO 

l.SSO 

ZMZD BLBCTBZexn 

11.4 

5.41 

5 

1600 

3024 

1.80 

1.05 

.05* 


1.370 

.620 

NATL. FMttPOLZO 

26.3 

0.00 

6 

2150 

1419 

.66 

.66 

m 


.590 

.360 

JOaSAN ZHTL.TBAD. 

g 

0.00 

1 

100 

27 

.26 

.27 

.01* 

0 

4.600 

1.070 

AKAB ZHTL.XMV.BDOe. 

9.3 

2.13 

3 

3000 

5640 

1.00 

1.08 



1.790 

1.060 

UWZPZEO CO. 

4.0 

10.19 

6 

3700 

3012 

1.00 

i.oe 

• 

4 

1.360 

1.000 

QMZTBD POB rZMia.ZWV 

1.3 

6.12 

1 

250 

263 

1.11 

1.05 

.06- 


SZRVXCB 

SBCTOR 

TOTALS ZKDEXl 104 

17 XCBC: 

0.00 

33 

9983 

13406 




e 

4.110 

1.110 

JOR.PNOSPRAXB MZHB8 

11.1 

0.00 

10 

3300 

3465 

1.11 

1.05 

.06- 


6.500 

3.530 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.4 

5.67 

3 

12S0 

4413 

3.53 

3.53 

m 


11.250 

10.050 

JOB. PBTIKU..RBFZRAinr 

10.0 

0.60 

5 

510 

5272 

10.32 

10.34 

.03* 


7.350 

5.500 

JOa.UCMBXBD HZLLS 

7.3 

3.57 

2 

3650 

14840 

5.55 

5.60 

.05* 

s 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB PHARH. HANP. 

6.9 

3.00 

30 

33059 

83650 

2.53 

2.50 

.03- 


2.940 

2.650 

JOROAH DAZRT 

5.9 

10.48 

3 

1267 

3358 

3.70 

2.65 

.05- 


2.S90 

1.750 

SON. PAPER CAROBD. 

11.6 

0.00 

1 

200 

410 

1.95 

2.05 

.10* 


6.350 

4.700 

DAR ALOANA DV.ZlfV. 

6.1 

6.80 

17 

2000 

14200 

5.13 

5.09 

.04- 


.530 

.350 

LrVBSTOeX 6 POOLTRT 

13.3 

0.00 

10 

2250 

810 

.36 

.36 

■ 

a 

3.730 

1.000 

eSHKRAL ZtnntSnODlT 

IS.O 

3.03 

1 

1000 

3300 

3.25 

3.30 

.05+ 


.170 

.370 

RATIONAL STBXt XBb. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1350 

675 

.52 

.50 

.02- 


.8H0 

.330 

MA7Z0RAL IRDS. 

g 

0.00 

1 

300 

117 

.41 

.39 

.02- 


.540 

.200 

ZaTBRMBO.PBTRO.CHBU. 

g 

0.00 

S 

4750 

1395 

.30 

.30 

m 


' .600 

' .370 

SON. SDLPUO-CHBK 

T.e 

0.00 

3 

1050 

667 

.37 

.37 

- 1 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PUARK.CBEM. 

13. a 

5.17 

6 

3000 

3490 

1.19 

1.16 

.03- 

a 

1.S0O 

.530 

OHZV. HODV.XHba. 

9.6 

10.00 

6 

2400 

• 1442 

.62 

.60 

.01- 


.090 

.480 

JOR. ZNDS.RBSOORCBS 

0 

0.00 

3 

1300 

637 

.49 

.49 

m 


1.560 

1.200 

MUX. caLOBIBB 

8.4 

8.33 

1 

250 

300 

1.32 

1.20 

.03- 


1.560 

1.150 

BL -SAX RCAOX WBAR 

41.9 

o.oo 

6 

3161 

2560 

1.20 

1.19 

.01- 

s 

1.310 

.910 

ZBtt. TOTACCO 

7.3 

5.51 

e 

1300 

1353 

1.04 

1.04 

m 

a 

i.aao 

.060 

UNION ca. 0 VBC, 

10.0 

0.00 

3 

135 

114 

.93 

.91 

.01- 


.090 

.660 

JOBDAH STBBL 

9.8 

7.95 

10 

35900 

31592 

.86 

.88 

- 


.730 

.580 

NAT.ALDMINZOK. 

32.3 

0.00 

6 

1950 

1360 

.65 

.65 

m 


.670 

.530 

HZO.BJVST OOHPLSX 

9.4 

0.00 

3 

4000 

2080 

.52 

.52 



ZNDOSTBZAL aBCTOR TOTALS XBSBX* 71.72 *Cfl6t 

-0.51 

151 

108932 

100499 




GSMIO TOTAL 

XNDBXI 160.69 «CB6i 

-1.05 

315 

213008 

990392 
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B 

1.050 

.790 

EXPORT 6 rZN.BmC.7SX 

10.0 

0.00 

3 

21100 

11394 

.79 

.79 


N 

1.000 

.700 

JOR.ZNT.ZNSinUUICZ 00 

X 

0.00 

1 

500 

405 

.05 

.81 

.04- 

H 

.950 

.730 

AMIAM 1M80RAMCB 

B 

0.00 

1 

250 

193 

.73 

.77 

.04* 


.490 

.370 

CBRTRAL GXN.STORACB 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

ISO 

.30 

.30 

• 


.790 

.500 

UNZON ZNV. 

9 

0.00 

2 

195 

102 

.53 

.53 

- 


.620 

.220 

ARAB PZH. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

11 

35250 

7755 

.22 

.22 


N 

2.320 

1.000 

CBNTORX ZNV. OROIJP 

g 

0.00 

3 

500 

535 

1.05 

1.07 

.02* 


.430 

.200 

ARAB IHTL.ZRV.TRD. 

23.0 

0.00 

6 

3100 

620 

.20 

.20 

- 


.500 

.220 

NATL . MOLT . ENG . NANI CO 

9 

0.00 

0 

6755 

1516 

.22 

.23 

.01* 


.500 

.350 

ARAB BLBCT.XNDS. 

g 

0.00 

1 

ISO 

53 

.35 

.35 

m 


.690 

.480 

KZDEA8T PRARK. 90> 

B 

0.00 

11 

8550 

3254 

.49 

.48 

.01- 


• 2,160 

-r.i90 

-iniZOH TOBACCO 07. 5> 

13.4 

5.95 

3 

412 

013 

2.10 

2.10 

- 


.330 

.190 

ZNDS. BNC. 

g 

0.00 

13 

14650 

2930 

.20 

.20 



.660 

.300 
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n A.TANI JEWELLERS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


I 


FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 
SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 
355 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms . 

Maid room, garden, 

garage, telephone 
Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605 - 079/530007 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHBTE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
-AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-7739a»6271 ANYTIME 


Studio Haig 

firofsssionalquaiByki 
IfioursenffcB 
Develop your colour ttm 

at our sh^ and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30%lsrgsr. 

* Ftee enmi^n»em 

soxsocm. 


Shmelsani- Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
CMfftifieh Tel: 822891 





^ ^iieiHy Sendeed Suit— 

«0ne & Two Bedrooms wFully 
Equipped KUchenetles wDaKy & 
Long Stay wReBSona Me Rates 

5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mnil ; ctysnie go.coa.jo 





.» FOR 

(rent 

DpIiivp \/illac: 





Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNflBEL 

Real Estate 


SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complax 
Ti. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


I 

Riida 

FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Bant Harnkta Weavings 
can bs found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
• Rugs ■ Cu^lons 
■ Wallhangtnge . Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & offlelal hollclays 
from 10:00 tin 7:00) 

.labal Ammsn, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


strategically located 


‘t r'a't * . » 


^flUJpKJUBhai 

ifeUiBsiaui 

jj^JifJom/deoA 

. ifidoH y 





ia.*l«CailgBau*4 


TO A 

S 


L\: ERTISE IN THIS 
T10N CALL 


[ ^mia^rum 

At 6th Circle ^ 
Tel.: 5510001 , 

Hotel 




56^11 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



The Wedding Place 

Your one night in a life time 
Contact our Banquet Manager. 


*^Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-ternn financing 



CENTER 

j «* 


For further information Tel. 4M5324/5. Fax 4645326 
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Tyson given go-ahead 
to get back in the ring 



LAS' VEGAS (AFP) — 
Former world heavj-wejghi 
champion Mike Tyson's 
licence co bo^ was reinstat- 
ed here Monday, more than 
a year after he was banished 
from the sport for biting 
Evander Holyfield's ears. 

The Nevada State Athletic 
Commission, the sport's 
governing body in this 
state, voted 4-1 to reinstate 
Tyson's license after hear- 
ing testimony from the 
fighter him self, his wife, a 
panel of psychiatrists and 
sports legends Muhammad 
AH and Magic Johnson. 

'i'm just happy to be 
here," a relieved-iooking 
Tyson said after Monday's 
hearing, which was a con- 
tinuation of six-hour pro- 
ceedings on September 19. 

Tyson, who still must file 
the standard application 
form to receive a new 
licence, said he didn't know 
how soon he would box. 
although there have been 
reports that ^nancial pres- 
sures will prompt him to 
fight before the end of the 
year. 

'i'm undecided right 
now," Tyson said of the tim- 
ing of his next fight. "I have 
a lot of things I have to 
work out now. I don't know 
if I'm prepared to fight this 
year." 

The hearing was contin- 
ued from September at the 
request of the fivie-man 
commission, and Tyson was 
asked to submit to in-depth 
pychiatric evaluation at an 
instinition of the comis- 
sion's choosing. 

Five of the six doctors 
who saw Tyson at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital were present on 
Monday. 

**We belie\'e he will be 
able to handle himself in 
the ring." said psychiacrisc 
Ronald Schouten. 

Schouten said the exami- 
nation of Tyson showed that 
buerj^dsome difficulty con-, 
troling anger and recurring 
bouts of depression, but 
that he could address his 
problems in psychother^y. 

"No one — no lay person, 
DO mental health profes- 
sional — has a crystal ball," 
Schouten said when asked 
if he could guarantee there 
would be no repeat of the 
gruesome events of July 
1997. when Tyson was dis- 
qualified for biting both of 
Holyfield's ears in their 
world title rematch. 

"For the most part, Mr. 
Tyson can control his anger 
and irritation. He has 
resources to conduct him- 
self in a reasonable man- 
ner," he added. 

Tyson, 32. was animated 
throughout the hearing, 
often touching his wife, 
Monica Turner Tyson, 
affectionately or turning to 
look at various speakers. 

He described his banish- 
ment, and the laborious 
appeal for reinstatement, as 
“torture". 

“There's nothing wrong 
with me," Tyson told the 
panel at one point. “I'm at 
you guys' mercy. Please 


Former heavyweight bozmg champion Mike I^son (R) shakes hands vrith former 
heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Aii (L) following the Nevada State 
Athietic C ommissi on’s decision to reinstate Tyson at their hearing in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. All’s wife Lonnie read a prepared statement from Ali supporting Tyson's 
retnm to boxing (AFP photo) 


don't torture me any more, 
sir.” 

Tyson, who rambled a bit 
but was largely composed 
and relaxed, again alluded 
to the faa that when he bit 
Holyfield, he was respond- 
ing to what be felt at the 
. time were unfair , headbutts 
by his opponent that referee 
Mills Lane failed to 
penalise. 

“At that particular time. I 
. had no awareness that it 
was a prize fight," Tyson 
said, saying that in his mind 
he reverted to the street- 
fighting mores of his youth. 

But ^ said be wasn’t dy- 
ing to put the blame on 
L^ or Holyfield. 

"As far as saying this 
would never have hap- 
pened, no. I’m the only one 
who has to carry the 
weight," Tyson said. 

Tyson, whose career in 
the ring has already been 
disrupt^ by three years in 
prison for i^>e, acknowl- 
edged many shortcomings, 
but he said he wasn’t men- 
tally ill. 

"I know who I am,” he 
said “I’m no schizo- 
phrenic. I’m no manic- 
depressive. But I am what I 
am. 1 can’t change that.” 

Women's rights activist 
Anne Golonl^ who has 
protested Tyson's return to 
the ring ever since he 
emerged from prison, was 
angry that no opposing tes- 


timony was heard 

"I'm bitterly disappoint- 
ed. There was absolutely no 
negative testimony given at 
all," she said. "No one said 
he shouldn’t be allowed to 
box. It was totally one- 
sided and no-one advocated., 
the other position.” 

'Of the commissioners, 
foimer American football 
player Glenn Carano, 
Luther Mack, Lorenzo 
Fertitta and chairman Elias 
Ghanem, voted in &vor of 
the motion to restore 
Tyson's license. 

Conumssiooer James Nave, 
a hard questioner in both 
hearing sessions, voted 
against 

On September 19, several 
commissioners were wor- 
ried by assault charges 
pending against Tyson in 
Maryland where two men 
accused him of bitting and 
kicking them over a minor 
traffic accident. 

Tyson addressed those 
ch^es on Monday. He 
said he yelled at the t^veis, 
but did not physically 
attack anyone. 

"It was a big ugly scene.” 
Tyson admitted. "1 said 
ti^gs 1 shouldn't have said. 
They probably were afrmd. 
this big. black guy ... I did 
screw up.” 

But he denied charges 
that he hit one man and 
kicked another in the groin. 

Monica Turner Tyson said 


she thought her husband 
“overreacted” in Maryland 
but she said she did not see 
him strike anyone. 

One of the most persua- 
sive wimesses was former 
basketball s]tar . JB90T9 
Joluison. A frirad 
of Tyson for years. Jqh^p 
said be hoped to be able to 
help Tyson learn to manage 
the proceeds of fumre 
fights. 

“Mike needs people in his 
life who have been through 
what he's been through 
letically.” Johnson said. 
"He also needs people be 
can respect” 

Ali, perhaps, commands 
Tyson's ultimate respect. 
Although he has not been a 
close ffiend of Tyson over 
the years, be prepared a 
statement in support of the 
younger fighter which was 
read by his wife, Lonnie. 

'There are only a few 
punishments worse than 
being denied a chance to 
earn a living...” wrote Ali, 
who was banned from the 
ring for refusing armed ser- 
vice in the Vietnam War. 
"Give him a chance to 
redeem himself in the ring,” 

The commissioners were 
ready to do that but with 
stem warnings. 

**Mike, most of your 
problems are of your own 
making.” Ghanem said. 
"You have to take responsi- 
bility for your own life.” 


Siemerink out as Pioline advances in Lyon 


LYON (AFP) — Italian claycourt specialist 
Gianluca Pozzi upset fifth-seeded Jan Siemerink 
of the Netherlands 2-6, 6-4, 6-4 on Monday in the 
first round of the S725,000 Lyon Grand Prix ATP 
Tour event. 

Siemerink, winner of the recent Toulouse Open, 
cruised through the first set before Pozzi. ranked 
58th in the world — 43 places below Siemerink — 
lifted his service percentage and kept his opponent 
under pressure with a series of fine forehand 
returns. 

In another surprise. Frenchman Amaud Di 
Pasquale beat sixth-seeded Spaniard Albert Costa 
7-5. 6-3. 


In other first-round matches, France's Nicolas 
Escude beat Spain's Juan Antonio Marin 6-0. 6-4. 
and Germany's Tommy Haas defeated Amaud 
Clement of France 6-2, 6-7 (7-9). 6-4 and seventh- 
seeded Frenchman Cedric Pioline advanced with a 
6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1 win over bis compatriot 
Sebastien Grosjean. 

In matches scheduled for Tuesday, World No. 1 
Pete Sampras, fresh from his fourth coumameni 
victory of the year in Vienna, plays fellow 
American Todd Martin, second-seeded Patrick 
Rafter of Australia meets American Steve 
Campbell and number three Marcelo Rios of Chile 
meets American Jeff Tarango. 


Weah 
ready 
to quit AC 
Milan 

MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan star Gcorge Weah. 
upset with new coach 
Alberto Zaccheroni's sys- 
tem of play, is ready to 
move elsewhere. 

Weah. who joined Milan 
in' I99S and was World 
Hayer of the Year in 1996, 
has been replaced as centre 
forward tins season by 
German Oliver Bierhoff. 

But the nian ksown 
throughout Italy as "Big 
George" is struggling to 
play wide on the left in an 
attacking trio and admitted* 
"Perhaps Fm not the player 
that Zaccheroni needs. 

‘Tm not playing in my 
natural position and it's too 
difficult for me to be where 
Zaccheroni wants me," 
Weah said T’m trying to 
help the team, but I'm just 
not managing it Out there 
on tiie left Fm no use to 
anyone. 

*T haven't scored a goal 
yet.. Fm playing where Fm 
not needed and where I only 
risk being an embarass- 
menL” 

He went on: ‘T the 
feeling we are wasting our 
time. Fm speaking for 
myself, but I could also say 
tile same for Olaurido) 
Ganz. It’s sad to see him 
trying to get into the thick 
of the action and not man- 
aging it 

"He's always been a 
goalscorer. but how can he 
get any goals if he only 
touches the ball three or 
four times in a game?" 

Weah stressed he had 
nothing against Bierhoff, 
who was the Serie A’s top 
score! last season for 
Zaccheroni when the two 
men were at Udinese. 

*^liver deserves to play 
in the middle, but if there's 
ne HX)m for morzext tehim 
it's better that I go oh tiie 
substitutes’ bench;” We^ 
said *Tbat way, someone 
who is of more use to the 
team can take my place.” 

Since Milan have no play- 
ers in tiie cunent squad who 
were bom for ttet role. 
Weah said: "They will have 
to txiy them, or the team 
will have to change the way 
they play. 

T seem to be doing the 
team more barm than good 
beemise Fm in a position 
which i can’t play in. It's 
tiJtt asking (Paolo) Maldinx 
to be a centre forward,” be 
told Tuthisport. 

Weah has fiequently been 
linked with a move to 
Arsenal, whose French 
coach Arsene Wenger 
launched the Liberian’s 
career at Monaco. Those 
reports resurfaced again in 
the Italian press on Tuesday. 


Arbitrator rejects NBA union 
bid for saiary payments 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
National Baskeihall 

Association owners will not 
have to pay 226 locked out 
players with guaranteed 
contracts a total of nearly 
S800 million in salaries, an 
arbitrator ruled Monday. 

John Feerick's decision on 
the players* union grievance 
OQ the T 1 - day of 
the labor feud It gave a tri- 
umph to owners who, if 
appeals had failed might 
have been under greater 
pressure to end the lockout. 

Billy Hunter, executive 
director of the union, said 
the really that superstar 
players v^l not get their 
iniiiions will not send play- 
ers scurrying to reach an 
agreement more quickly 
than before. 

“Fm not at all concerned” 
he said “There has been no 
demonstration that there is 
going to be a change in our 
resolve." 

The r uling might push 
some affected players into 
malring deals to play the 
upcoming season in Europe. 
New Jersey center Rony 
Seikaly is looking into pos- 
sible ^als in Greece, for 
example. 

The NBA season, which 


had been plann^ to start in 
two weeks, has seen its first 
two weeks, 99 games, can- 
celed — the first games in 
NBA history wiped out by a 
work stoppage. 

Owners next week expect 
to consider wiping out more 
games. Talks could not 
begin before next Monday 
as union n^resentatives 
plan to meet in Las V^as 
later this week. 

About one month will be 
needed from the time a deal 
is struck to re-start the sea- 
son, allowing sufficient 
time for free agency and 
training camps. 

On hold until a labor deal 
is reached are such issues as 
the ' playing future of 
Michael Jordan and the 
exact roster for the reigning 
champion but free agent 
dominated Chicago Bulls. 

Union leaders had con- 
tended NBA owners were 
liable for guaranteed con- 
tracts because they were 
locking out players. Feerick 
disagreed only after taking 
the ma.\imum 30 days of 
consideration to render a 
finding. 

NBA owners locked out 
players July 1 saying sever- 
al teams could not afford to 


open the season widiout a 
firm salary cap. Players 
want to keep an exception 
that allows clubs to* sign 
their free agents over 
limits. 

When Major League 
Baseball owners and ^y- 
ers had a similar squabble 
over how to divide their $2 
billion industry in 1994 it 
took a judge's ruling to 
force a return to work under 
existing rules until talks on 
a new deal were completed 

The labor fight could not 
come at a worse time for 
basketball shoemakers who 
are already cutting back on 
star endorsement deals as 
footwear sales drop dramat- 
ically. 

Sales of numing shoes 
with lower prices are rising 
as fast as sales of NB A-style 
sneakers are dropping, 
about 11 percent in each 
case of the $1.1 billion 
global market. 

Hardest bit of the ^oe- 
makers by the NBA shut- 
down and resulting back- 
lash is likely to be Nike, 
supplier of ^oes to 65 per 
cent of NBA players^ 



One of the world’s leading woman tenius players, 
Russia’s Anna Knmikova gives expert guidance to 
a young g|rl during a masteixlass held in Moscow 
on the eve of the Kremlin Cup tennis toumament. 
The prize fund of the JKremlio Cup is $1,000,000 
this year and has attracted such names as Venus 
Williams, Monica Seles, Conchita Martinez, 
Natalie Tauziat and Patty Schnyder (AFP Photo) 


Moroccan 

stars 

suspendel 

JOHAIWESBURG-.; 
(AFP) — Mustaffe 
Khalif .^d. 

Nouieddine 2yati-of 
Raja Casablanca 1^ 
been banned from fwp 
African Champi^ 
League matches , 
manhandling a 
in Tanzania^'’^!^ | 
month. ■; • ^ 

African Footi^ 
Confederation (CA^ 
spokesman Dr VdSb 
Djizmedjian said 
Khalif rep^ted^ ! 
pushed Ghanaian Al^ 
Quaitey and Syati 
spat at him following 
a 3-3 draw with Young 
Africans. 

CAF could cake frzr- i 
ther action against the i 
Moroccans, who were ' 
angered by a contto- 
versial T anzani an 
goal, when the compe- 
tition committee 
meets in Egypt during 
December. 


Moya, Sanchez top seeds 
in Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — Carlos 
Moya and Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario of 
Spain have been made 
number one seeds for the 
A$900,000 ($569,000) 

Hopman Cup mixed 
team toumament here in 
January. 

Moya and Sanchez will 
be aiming to topple 
defending ebanmions, 
Karol Kucera and ICarina 
Habsudova, of the 
Slovak Republic, when 
the II -year-old event 
starts at Burswood Dome 
on January 2. 

Kucera and Habsudova 
have been seeded num- 


ber three behind the Li.S. 
team of Jan-Micbael 
Gambill and Lindsay 
Davenport. 

Spain won the second 
Hopman Cup in January 
1990 when Emilio 
Sanchez and „ Sanchez 
beat the US pair of John 
McEnroe and Pam 
Shriver in the final. 

Draw (x denotes seed) 

Group A: Spain (xl) 
Carlos Moya/Aiantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario. South 
Africa (x4) Wayne 
Ferreira/Amanda 
Coetzer. Unseeded: 

Australia, Mark 

Philippoussis/Jelena 


Dokic. France, 

Guillaume 

Raoux/Sandrine Testud, 
or Zimbabwe, Wayne 
Black/Cara Black. 
France-Zimbabwe to 
play off in preliminary 
match. 

Group B: United 

States (x2), Jan-Michael 
GambilJ/Lindsay 
Davenport. Slovak 
Republic (x3) Karol 
Kucera/Karina 
Hadsudova. Unseeded: 
Sweden,Jooas 
Bjorkman/Asa Carlsson. 
Switzerland,! VO 
Heuberger/Martina 
Hingis. 


Champions League 
title holders Raja wQl 
also be without star 
striker Reda Briyahi 
for the crucial Group 
B clash with leaders 
ASEC in Ivory Coast 
on Sunday. 

Brriyahi, who stmric 
six goals in home 
away matches against 
Young Africans, is 
serving an automatic 
one-match ban .after 
being cautioned twice 
in previous rounds. 

Raja trail ASEC by 
five points entering 
the penultimate round 
and must win. to keep 
alive their hopes of 
becoming the first 
African champions 
since 1968 to success- 
fully defend the tide. | 
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Jordan’s Al Ahli 
lose opening match 

By Roufan Nuhh f»C . 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Thrill and 
(ears commanded (he 
atmosphere at the open- 
ing match beiween 
Jordan’s Al Ahli and 
Qatar’s Al Rayyan as the 
1st Asian Leasue 
Champion Handball 
Tournament got under- 
way Tuesday at the 
Sports Palace. 

Although they got otf 
to an exciting stun, Al 
Ahli lost their first mutch 
33-25(14-15). 

Al Ahli opened the 
score by Muhannad ,Al 
Mansi but Al Rayvun 
moved faster and cap- 
tured an early tie from a 
penalty kick. 

The Jordanians kept up 
the pressure on their 
rivals whose sudden 
anacks confused .Al 
Ahli's defence. 

Al Ahli tried to open 


mure chances dependinu 
on Mimatfaq l-aihallah 
and the experienced 
Kmail Bum Hani but the 
concerted aiiacks t>C ihe 
Quturis set the pace. 

Al Ahli tailed iti lake 
advantage of the absence 
ot Al Rayyan’s Ahmed 
Mouij as the referee sent 
him oil tor rough play. 

Ten minutes Inwards 
the end of the Hrsr half 
A| .Ahli were able to tie 

.Al Rayyan fell the heat 
but Al Ahli continued 
with their successful 
strategy of closelv 
watching .Al Rayvan's 
professional players 
Shareef .Al .Mursi and 
Sameh .Abdul Wareth of 
Hgypi to end the lirst half 
w-ilh a 15-14 lead. 

Al Ahli started the sec- 
ond half with an eager- 
ness to win their lirst 
encounter, .but luck 


seemed lu abandon them 
us they lost many 
chances to take the lead! 

Al Rayyan took advan- 
tage of the absence tif Al 
Ahli's players who were 
sent out, and luuk euii- 
irol of the remaining 
minutes of the match 
depending on iwi» key- 
players .Al Mursi and 
Abdul Wareth to end the 
mutch with a 3.3-25 win. 

Jordan's Al Salt will 
play Iran's Znhohan 
Wednesday. 

Only live teams are 
taking pjiri in the Oct. 
20-27 event after China’s 
Army team and UAE'.s 
Al .Sliareqiih declined. 
The competing teams are 
Jordan’s Al Salt and Al 
Ahli, Iran'.s Ztihohan 
.A.sfahan, Qatar's Al 
Rayyan and fCuw'uir.s 
Kailicma. 


Tonenham Hotspur’s captain Sol Campbell IR) tries to avoid bringing Leicester 
City’s Tony Cottee (O down in the penalty area during their Carling Premiership 
clash. Leicester won 2-1 lAFP photo) 


Poles keep Parma at bay in UEFA Cup 


KRAKOW. Poland (AFP) 
— Poland's Wsla Krakow 
held Italian favourites Rirma 
to a 1-1 draw here on 
Tiiesday in a muddy second 
round UEFA Cup tie. 

Enrico Chiesa nodded 
Panna into the lead after just 
two minutes, hut Tomasz 
Kulawik cracked home an 
equaliser midway through 
the second half to give the 
Poles hope for the second les 
in a fortnight’s time. 

PSnna coach Alberto 
Malesani said; “We certainly 
tried to get a winner. We went 
close and their goalkeeper 
made a couple of good saves. 
But I’m happy. 


"We'll obviiiu.sIy have to be 
fully conceniruied when we 
play them again, but this i.s 
still a very' positive result." 

ftimia made a dreum start 
when .Argentinian Juan 
Sebastian Veron curled over u 
comer from the left and 
Chiesa beat Poli>h keeper 
Artur Sanrai with a glancing 
header. 

But the Polish league lead- 
ers were both confideni and 
creative moving forward, 
with Kulawik soon forcing a 
.viive at foil sia'ich from 
Gianluigi Bufion. who.se fin- 
oerrips were then just enough 
10 push Toniasz Frankowski’.s 
cannon shot onto the crossbar 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WnH OUAR SHARIF 
STANNAH HIRSCH 
OHC Tun Mrta SiKK*S. K 


AVOID THE HROBLE.M 





Both \ulnerdble. Wta.i dejid 

NORTH 

*4 

9 Void 
0KJ676 
«dl087S54 
WEST EAST 

AA105 *32 

ei0dS42 98783 

^943 0AQ108 

*AK aQ93 

SOUTH 


«KQJ9S76 

9ARQ4 

OS 

AS 


WBEW^^^RTH EAST SOUTH 
19 Pm S9 

P«M Pmb Pm 

Opening lea± .Ace of + 

As dedarer. there are some 
that must be loat no mutter what 
you do. You may. however, be ame 
to control when you lose them to 
turn adveraty into an ndvani^e. 

With hearts bid and Tsified, four 
Spades was a oraedea! solunoo V 
South's SMttmg prtAlem. That eod- 
d the auction. . 

West led the ace of dubs ood con- 
dnued with the king in response P 
Earfg ripwl with the ninj . mUeu 


pos.-.ibil*k' w“- 'r'”." 

ihc lujd and I'ntiiber tliib. 
deciar^T would in «.«.•« ihv 
iump pw.uon. To rufTlow r^n Ita- 
J^"5iSriiasi could with 

EJfJuuCO of dul« would eomplcitf 

feadifW tiw nft' of ifn™ 

inplv leaoi^ 

of cS«. on wtuch dedorur 
WjrhoSfi diamondl .His- 
a diamond on the king of 

ihedefeOdiT^wu'd 


and uwjy from 10 yurd.s. 

Gr/egor/ Pater was die 
ne.xt to uy hi.s luck with a bar- 
relling drive after Ptuma 
cleared a comer from the left. 

However, dw visitors 
should have been 2-0 up at 
the break after midfielder 
Diego Fuser was put clean 
through but sent his shot 
straight at the Polish keeper. 

Ki^tiw kept up the pre.s- 
sure alter the re-siun and 
were finally rewarded in the 
67th minute, when Pater 
broke down die right before 
crossing into the area, 
Frankowski nodded the bull 
back and Kulawik .slummed 
it home. 

Parma continued to live 
danaerously as the Poles 
drove forwaid on the muddy 
pitch, but subsiiiuic Abel 
Bolbo also kept the Krakow' 
keeper on his toes with thive 
.seua'hing shoLs on target. 

The Aigcniinian was 
denied u certain winner five 
minutes from lime when 
French defender Lilian 
Thurom got behind the Polish 
defence and only the keeper's 
near-post interception denied 
Balbo an open goal from one 
yard. 

Parma's fast chance fell to 
Thurom, w’ho ran with the 
ball from virtually one penal- 
ty area lo the other beloiu 
completely his sk 7 ing shoi. 


Zidane’s 

future 

uncertain 


MILAN (AFP) — Juveutus 
have taken on :ui option on 
Sampdoria playmai^r 
Ariei Onega fur iic.x( sea- 
son, rxising further specu- 
lation over ZitMolinc 
Zidane’s future with the 
Italian champions. 

Juveniu.s arc ncgmiaiing 
(he sale of reserve mid- 
fielder Fubiu Pecchia to the 
struggling Gencu club, 
who have let in nine goals 
in their lost two away 
games. 

But Juvemus added a sur- 
pri.se opriuri on Ortega into 
the r.'dks during a meeting 
in Turin with Sampdoria 
sporting director 

Donicntco Amu//u on 
Monday night, Tuttuspoit 
fvponcd. 

The Argentinian, who 
hud a good World Cup. has 
m:ule a fine ston ti> his 
Scrie A career despite the 
club's continuing plunge 
J«vw n the table. 

Ortega, voted seven out 
of 10 by the Italian press in 
Sunday’s 4-1 defeat to 
Pi;a*cn/a, has (he same 
playinaking rote behind 
two strikers a.s Wt.«rld Cup 
heru Zidane, who revealed 
last week that lie might be 
with Juventus ne.xt season. 

The Frenchman fired a 
broadside at unidentified 
club ulTicials and said he 
w'<mld nut he honouring hLs 
contract there which 
expires in 2003. 


Korda 

out 

of Czech 
Indoors 


OSTRAVA (AFP) — 
Riussian teenager Marat 
Safin scored an upset 6-4. 
6-2 win over top-seeded 
Petr Korda in the opening 
round of the S975.000 
Czech Indoor champi- 
onships here on Monday. 

The loss in front of his 
local fans continued a 
recent slump by 
Australian Open champi- 
on Korda. 

Spanish-based Safin, 
just IR, ho.s continually 
impre.s.scd this year, 
reaching the last 16 at 
both the French Open — 
wlicrv he knocked out 
Andre Agassi and defend- 
ing champion Gustavo 
Kuerten — and the U.S. 
Open. 

Those fine runs took the 
tall, powerful right-han- 
der racing up the rankings 
to his current 56th. 

The Czech fans offered 
funher disappoimmeni 
when Zimbabwe’s Wayne 
Black beat another home 
hope Radek Stepanek 6-3. 
6-3. 

Seventh seed Thomas 
Enqvist of Sweden moved 
through in three sets 
against Dutchman Paul 
Huarhuis and eighth seed 
77iomas Johansson, 
another Swede, knocked 
out Andrew Hie of 
Australia 6-4, 6-4. 


FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Newly furnished ground floor flat in TIa'a Al 
Ali district (Gardens Street). 140 sq.ms.;- 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen & L-shaped living and dining room. 
Private entrance and parking with big backyard & garden. 
Furniture in excellent shape, central satellite dish, receiv- 
er, intercom and telephone. 

If interested, please call 5676875 dally after 3 p.m. 


Crucial time for United 
and Juventus In European Cup 


P.ARIS t.AFP) — Both sides were 
expected to have u iruijitr say in the 
Jetsinatiim of this, year’s European 
Cup — but the hopes of Moitehe.ster 
(.ifiiied and Juventus hong by u thread 
going in to Wednesday's programme. 

United cenuinly looked the part in 
tin; league at the weekend, thrashing 
\Mnibledon 5-1 to go second in the 
English Premiership. And the Red 
DeviU might have been tempted to 
regard upcoming opponents Brondby 
as a Danish equivalent of the Dons. 

But things ore not quite working out 
os expecu^ in the Group of Death and 
the United camp know all about 
Brondby ‘s capabilities following the 
Scandinavians’ shock opening win 
over Buyem Munich. 

United let slip a iwrvgiUl lead in 
their opening match against Barcelona 
,u Old Trofford and then suffered a 
late Bayern late equaliser in .Munich 
last month to leave thcmselvei: with 
work to do. 

However, they do have a spy with 
knowledge of the Danish camp as 
‘keeper Peter Schmeichei used to play 
for Biondby. 

Hie blond giant has been out for 
three weeks with a stomach mu&de 
strain but said Monday he was ready 
to play. 

**1 trained on Sunday and I feel fine. 

I am lOU percent sure that 1 will be in 
goal on Wednesday." said the 34-> ear- 
old Dane. 

UniimJ will still have to rotate their 
huge .squad as England men Nicky 
Buu and David Beckham ore suspend- 
ed. Dents Irwin is doubriul w ith a heel 
injury and Runny Johnsen is ruled out 
with un ankle iigOineni problem. 

The importance of three points can- 
not be underestimated for United, 
who have been chasing the trophy for 
30 years, because if Barcelona fail to 
win in Munich Alex Ferguson’s men 
will go top. 

Barcelona ore without ineligible 
Dutch forward Patrick Kluiven, 
who.se place goes to Mario Alberto 
Rosas. Bayern hope Markus Babbel 
and Thomas Helmer can shake off 
injuries to make the starting line-up 
Mster a defence that will be lack- 
ing life suspended Lothar Matthaus. 

Juventus, beuien in the lost two 
finals, tra>wl to play Athletic Bilbao 
l<K>lung for their own first win. And 
the San Mames stadium, with its ear- 
shanering noise levels, will not be an 
easy place to get it in front of 40.0(X) 
fieiccly-purochial Basque fans. 

Juve striker Alessandro Del Piero 
admits that win-or-bust time has 
arrived * alter draws against 
Galatasaray and Rosenborg. 


"ThiN match is going to be virtually 
a decider. lt’:« not quire a question of 
cither being in or out of the competi- 
tion — but almost," Del Piero warned 
hiN teammates. 

Coach Marcello Lippi also made it 
clear that with only two points on the 
board, thk was no time to look for a 
calculated draw. 

"We're going to Bilbao and we’ll be 
going there to win," he said. 

Wednesday's gome will be a special 
one for France’s World Cup-winning 
captain Didier Deschomps, a Bosque 
from Bayonne. 

"We absolutely have to win this one 
if we are going to get anywhere in the 
Champions League,” he said. 

Bilbao coach Luis Fernandez 
promises his men will attack os they 
have nothing to lose following defeat 
at Galatasaray. 

Defender Rafael .Alkoru and mid- 
fielders Bmor Alkiza and Josu Urruiiu 
all return to the squad following 
injury. 

Reigning champions Real .Madrid, 
stunned by a loss at Spartak Moscow 
which V irtually negated the good work 
of their opening win over Inter Milan, 
face Group C tailenders Sturm Croz 
of .Austria. 

The Spaniards must now- come from 
behind xs Spartak ore looking good 
oi'ter two w ins in two gomes. 

Real w ill face the .Austrians without 
Fernando Redondo and Christian 
Panucci, mi.ssing with thigh and knee 
injuries. But Croatian midfielder 
Robert Jomi is fit for the Spanish 
league leaders. 

Inter Milan, meanwhile, hope to 
welcome back Brazilian ace Ronaldo, 
out for a month with knee problems, 
to face Spartak at San Siro. 

"I am in the squad — so it's possible 
I’ll play. I feel much better now* but 1 
don’t know' if I'll last the 90 minutes,” 
the Brazilian sharpshooter said. 

Inter will be without Roberto 
Baggio, who has yet to recover from 
knee tendon trouble of his own. 

Arsenal continue their Group E 
campaign against Dynamo Kiev at 
Wembley but will do so without 
French midfielder Patrick Vieira, who 
is suspended after two bookings. 

Compatriot Emmanuel Petit will 
almost certainly have to- sit it out 
owing to a hamstring injury he col- 
lected playing for France in Russia 
last week. 

Stephen Hughes is likely to deputise 
for Petit and Remi Garde could come 
in for Vieira. 

Despite forming the backbone of the 
Ukrainian national team, going well 
in the Euro-2(XX) qualifiers. Dynamo 


have not proved so dvTiainic thus far. 
losing at Panathinaikos of Greece and 
then drawing at home to French cham- 
pions Lens. 

In contrast, the Gunners' win over 
Ponuihinaikos has put them in the dri- 
ving seat. 

Dynamo’s head coach Valery 
Lobanovsky celebrated his 30th 
anniversary as a football coach on 
Friday and his squad wants to give 
him .something to celebrate at 
^Vembltfy. 

In other matches, Galatasaray will 
attempt to steal a march on Juventus 
in Group B by beating newly-crowned 
Norwegian champions Rosenborg in 
Norway. 

Hie Turks arc sweating on the fit- 
ness of Romanian playmoker 
Gheorghe Hagi, while defender Julian 
Filipescu is suspended along with 
mii^telder Kerimoelu Tugay. 

Four-times champions .-Aja.x have 
injury problems aplenty before host- 
ing Olympiokos of Greece in Group .A 
with skipper Danny Blind still getting 
over a knee injury. 

Finnish striker Jari Litmanen has a 
strained left ankle, Nigerian midfield- 
er Sunday Oliseh a back injury and 
striker Peter Hoeksira a thigh strain. 
Ronald de Boer is another doubt with 
a knee problem as is his twin brother 
Frank, who has a wrist strain. 

The two sides are level on points 
and Ihe winner will have one fool in 
the next round with Porto and Croatia 
Zagreb, w’ho meet in Ponugol, cur- 
rently lagging well behind. 

Group F leaders and German cham- 
pions Kaiserslautern travel to 
Holland's PSV Eindhoven, who won 
the trophy a decade ago. 

PSV, coached by former England 
boss Bobby Robson, lost at Benfica in 
their last tie and have selection prob- 
lems os defenders Stan VaJcLx and 
Ernest Faber, as well as Romanian 
midfielder Ovidiu Stinga. are out with 
injury and defender Andre Ooijer is 
doubtful. 

Brazilian defender Joaquim 
"Marcos” Dos Samos and Portuguese 
Abel Xavier are suspended. 

Koiserslauiem. the only unbeaten 
side in the group, are. like PSV, hop- 
ing to ovemim poor league form. 

Graeme Souness’ Benfica, mean- 
w'hile, travel to winless outsiders 
Helsinki. 


FedEx golf tourney to be held Friday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Bisharat Golf Course 
will once again be the venue for the annual 
FedEx Golf Tournament which will be held on 
Oct. 23 starting at 9 a.m. 

Over 40 of the leading golfers in Amman, both 
Jordanians and expatriates from the business. 


government and diplomatic sectors will be par- 
ticipating. 

HRH Prince Faisal will distribute trophies and 
prizes to the winners of the event which is 
expected to conclude at around 1:30 p.m. 


New York Jets fly over Patriots 


FOXBORO, 

Massachusetts (AFP) — 
Vinny Tesiaverde threw 
for 294 yards and three 
touchdowns, leading the 
New York Jets to a 24-14 
American football victo- 
ry over the New England 
I^iriots here Monday. 

Hie National Football 
League triumph lifted the 


Jets to 3-3, one game the 
pace-setiing Patriots (4- 
2 ) in the AFC East divi- 
sion. 

Tesiaverde completed 
22 of 32 throw's and 
marched the Jets SO 
yards in 8:35 for the go- 
ahead touchdow'n in the 
fourth quaner. 

"We played great. Our 


defence played really 
good and Curtis Murtih 
ran well,” Tesiaverde 
said. "We knew if wc 
played without too many 
mistakes we could win.” 
Hie victory w’as espe- 
cially satisfying for Jets 
coach Bill Parcells. who 
coached the Patriots to 
the Super Bow'l but left 


in a feud with owners, 
taking with him Manin 
and several assistants 
two years ago. 

“The coaches were mad 
in practice all week.” 
Tesiaverde said. "I think 
coach Parcells is really 
happy right now." 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 


Penthouse, fully furnished, all new and luxury. Consists of 
2 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, dining, living and reception 
area, beautiful terrace, with air condition and Orbit Dish. 
Rent reasonable and negotiable. 

KINDLY CALL: 5928391 OR 079/540817 


AUDI 80 FOR SALE 


1989 AUDI 80, 1.8S. Red, Quattio look, 
4 doors. Alloy weels, AC, Power windows. 
Central lock. Very good condition. 

GOOD 

Audi 


MobOe. 079^588756 Sanad 
From 2:00pm - 9:00 pnu 


PASSPORT LOST 

I, Mohinder Singh, S/o Jagir Singh, hereby 
announce the loss of my Indian passport 
No. F-642349, 

issued in Jalandhar, one week ago. 
if anybody finds, please inform Oie Indian Embassy 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

Super Deluxe Villa of 640 sq.m. 3 stories. 1st floor: Big 
salon for parties, tennis yards, kitchen, bathroom and sep- 
arate maid’s room. 2nd floor: 3 bedrooms (one master), 
huge reception area for big parties and big Kitchen. 

The 3rd floor Is big terrace on east and west sides and a 
large master room and satellite dish, nice garden with 
beautiful flowers and trees and a 3-car garage. 

U>cation; Gardens (quiet area). 

Please call Mr, Zuhair Bader Mobile 079-542489 
Res.: 5153149 — Off.: 5692697 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading multinaiional Company is seeking 
to employ an Bzeentive Secretary with 
Che following qualifications 

■ Graduated fhsm well known secretarial college. 
universiD' degree is a plus. 

* Not less than five years experience in a similar 
position. 

■ Ruent in English language. 

■ Excellent knowledge in operating PC's. 

Qualified canrliriafe s only can send their CV not bier 
than October 26, 1998 to: 

Personnel & Administration Manager 
Fax No. 568 4167 
P.O.BOX926 098 
Amman 11110 Jordan 
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21 Jordanians visit 
family members 
imprisoned in Israel 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Twenty-one 
family members of 12 
Jordanian prisoners in Israel 
on Tuesday visited their rel- 
atives in the first such col- 
lective visit granted by 
Israeli authorities. 

Jordan's Ambassador to 
Tel Aviv Omar Rifai told the 
Jordan Times in a recent 
telephone interview that the 
visit was made possible by 
high-level Jordanian efforts. 

Eyewitnesses said the rel- 
atives, mostly women, 
crossed the King Hussein 
Bridge in the early morning 
Tuesday visibly moved, 
expressing gratitude to His 
Majes^ King Hussein and 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 


Regent. 

All 14 Jordanian prisoners 
detained in Israel on securi- 
ty-related charges were 
allowed to receive tw'o fam- 
ily members. 

However, one of the fami- 
lies could not be located, 
while another declined to 
visit now and asked to be 
allowed to visit their impris- 
oned relative during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan 
instead, an official from the 
Jordanian embassy in Tel 
Aviv was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
as saying. 

Petra quoted Ahmad 
Ayasrah, assistant to the 
Jordanian Consul in Tel 
Aviv, as saying the 12 pris- 
oners who received their 


relatives were previously 
held in two j^s in Shata 
and Nafha. but they were all 
transferred to the Ashkelon 
Prison, in southern Israel, 
upon a request from 
Jordanian authorities. 

Israel freed most 
Jordanian prisoners in its 
jails more than one year ago 
in exchange for two Mossad 
agents who attempted to 
assassinate Khaled Misbaal, 
a senior member of the 
Islamic Resistance 

Movement Hamas. 

However, in addition to 
the 14 Jordanians impris- 
oned on security charges, 
there are six more 
Jordanians held in Israel for 
criminal offences, sources 
smd. 



The mother of Jamal Mekahel. a Jordanian prisoner j^ed in Israel, holds his picture as she crosses King HpsMin 
Bridge to the West Bank on Thesday. Relatives of 14 Jordanians being held in Israeli jails were making their first 
trip to Israel on lUesday to visit the detainees CRenters photo) 


Palestinian behind Beersheba attack had house razed 


Iraq gets U.N. 
nod for more 
oil contracts 


HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Palestinian accused of car- 
rying out a grenade attack 
which left 64 Israelis 
wounded is a father of five 
whose home was razed by 
the Israeli army when he 
was a teenager, his brother 
said Tuesday. 

Salem Sarsur. a 28-year- 
old construction worker, 
was arrested by Israeli 
police following Monday's 
grenade attack in the main 
bus station in Beersheba, a 
town in southern Israel, 
according to E’alestinian 
press reports. 

He is accused of hurling 
two band grenades into a 
rush hour crowd at the sta- 
tion. wounding 64 people 
including around 20 Israeli 
soldiers. 

Twenty-six of the injured 


< Continued from page 1) 

Arafat rejected that 
approach. Palestine 

Information Minister 
Yasser Abed Rabo told 
ceporters: “My fear is that 
there are gains being made 
DOW to lead us to a partial 
accord. We will reject a 
partial agreement*' U.S. 
officials said aldiough there 
was a new seriousness 
about the discussions, they 
remained cautious and did 
not rule out a partial deal 
being the best they could 
achieve. 

‘It’s certainly better than 
it's been before but it's by 
no means enough to close," 
one official smd. 

One of the key issues at 
the talks is a package of 
measures by which 
Palestinian authorities will 
prevent attacks against 
Israelis by Palestinian mili- 
tants. *rhe Israelis demand 
this before going ahead 
with a second pullback in 
the West Bank. 

A Palestinian delegate 
said the Israelis showed 
“some understanding" for a 
security plan the 
Palestinians have submit- 
ted. “But they have to sit 
down further," he added. 

An Israeli official said of 
the plan: ‘The issues are 
not closed. There are still 
issues that are unacceptable 
to us. (Clinton) heazd our 
demands.” 

The Israelis are demand- 
ing the Palestinians dis- 
mantle the infrastructure of 
the Islamist movement 
Hamas, the armed wing of 
which claimed responsibili- 
ly for Monday's grenade 
attack. 

But Arafat has refused to 
do this, arguing that the 
Hamas in&asiructuie 
includes educational and 
charitable institutes and 
that the movement also 
operates in Israel ■ and 
Jordan. 

The fail-back “partial 
agreement" Israel has 


remmned hospitalised on 
Tuesday including one per- 
son in critical condition and 
two in serious condition, 
Beersheba hospital officials 
said. 

The attack prompted 
Israel to suspend adl negoti- 
ations at the peace summit 
outside Washington, which 
entered an unscheduled 
sixth day Tuesday, except 
on steps it wants the 
Palestinians to take to crack 
down on terrorism. 

Salem's brother, Jamal, 
told AFP his family doubt- 
ed, however, that Salem was 
behind the Beersheba 
anack. 

“We saw him leave for 
work yesterday morning." 
be said. “Since then, 
nobody has informed us of 
anything officially. We've 


offered would leave out the 
most contentious points, 
such as the extent and tim- 
ing of a third Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 

Israel has withdrawn 
from most of the Gaza Strip 
and most West Bank towns 
since the Oslo agreement of 
1993. The Palestinians have 
partial control in parts of 
the countryside. 

The Israelis also want to 
delay decisions on safe pas- 
sage for Palestinians 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank and on “unilateral 
acts," political code for 
Israel's settlement policy 
and Palestinian plans to 
declare a state. 

The Palestinians have 
repeatedly rejected the idea 
of a partial agreement, say- 
ing they must get commit- 
ments now. 

Sources close to the talks 
said there had been .some 
movement on the issue of 
Palestinians implicated in 
attacks on Israelis being 
transferred to Israel and on 
a third-stage Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 

But they said the Israelis 
were refusing to drop their 
demand that the 700-mem- 
ber Palestine National 
Council be convened to 
change a Palestinian 
Charter calling for Israel's 
destruction, which Arafat 
opposes. 

Clinton met Arafat and 
Netanyahu for 2-1/2 hours 
on Monday evening then 
held a working dinner 
joined by other members of 
Netanyahu’s • cabinet, 
including hawkish retired 
general Ariel Sharon, who 
became Israel's foreign 
minister this month. 

Some U.S. officials said 
the>' expected talks to con- 
tinue into Wednesday and, 
if they succeeded, a signing 
ceremony might take place 
on Thui^ay at the White 
House. But they cautioned 
this was only a very tenta- 
tive plan. 


only heard of the charges 
against him from journal- 
ists." 

Jamal described his broth- 
er as a ‘Teligious" man and 
said he was not a member of 
tite Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) or any 
other group backing armed 
struggle against Israel. 

“He's a religious man who 
does not have links with any 
organisation." he said. 

Jamal said Salem had 
been arrested once previ- 
ously by the Israeli army, in 
1992, during the intifada, 
for throwing stones. He was 
held for seven months. 

Jamal said the Israeli 
army had destroyed the 
family home in 1983 for 
“security reasons" but 
declined to elaborate. 

The Sarsur family current- 


DOHA (AP) — Israeli doc- 
tors have b^n barred from 
participating in a medical 
conference to be held in this 
Gulf sultanate in December, 
an organiser said Tuesday. 

A team of three Israeli doc- 
tors bad expressed interest in 
attending the conference of 
bone specialists but was 
rejected. said Nasser 
Abdullah A1 Subeie. the con- 
ference organiser. 

“We refused to allow them 
into Qatar and refused to have 
them participate in the confer- 
ence," said Al Subeie. 

He did not give a reason but 


DAMASCUS ( R )— An offi- 
cial Syrian newspaper said on 
Tuesikiy that rnaking peace 
with toeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was 
impos-sible and criticised 
Palestinians for joining sum- 
mit talks in the United Stales. 

“Events during the last 30 
months of Netanyahu's rule 
show that he [Netanyahu] is 
totally opposed to peace arid it 
was impossible to reach any 
agreement with him which is 
based on U.N. resolutions." 
Al Baath daily newspaper 
said. 

The Palestinian-lsraeli sum- 
miL at Wye Plantation near 


(Continued finom 1) 

The list of chaiges also 
accused the nine Water 
Autbodty ofBdals of producing 
and selling water that is not 
potable ^ does not fit 
Jordanian standards and specifi- 
cations. Two are accused cf 
forgery, widi Saed Bakri. assis- 
tant ’ to Witer Authority 
Secretar>- GetmL facing 
charges of n^gence. 

nie nine Wuer Autbcrity 
officials to be tried for negli- 
gence are: Wtier Authority 
Secretary General Munther 
KhJeifat. technical assistant to 


ly lives in an area of divided 
Hebron under the control of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority of Yasser Arafat 

*The F^estinian newspa- 
per Al Ayyam said a portrait 
of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
the spiritual leader of 
Hamas, is displayed on a 
wall of the family home and 
published a photo of Salem 
wearing a beard and white 
skullcap favoured by devout 
Muslims. 

Salem’s wife, Khlud, said 
she would be proud if her 
husband was indeed behind 
the attack. “If it's him I 
thank God for a husband 
who is a warrior of the 
faith." .she told Al Ayyara. 

Israeli police have 
declined to release the iden- 
tity of the assailant who 
was anesied at the scene of 


the decision was apparently 
political. 

C^aiar fioze fledgling rela- 
tions with Israel because of 
stalled peace talks and has not 
accept^ any Israeli delega- 
tions since an economic con- 
ference last November. 

More than 150 bone spe- 
cialists will participatie in the 
6ih Gulf Cooperation Cfoimdl 
Orthopaedic Association 
Conference (rom Dec. 5 to 8. 
inclucfing 12 doctors from 
Iraq. AJ Subeie said, 

Qatar has no diplom^c 
relations writh Isr^l, but 
established trade ties with the 


Washington, was extended for 
a sixth day on Tuesday with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
intensifying efforts to reach 
an elusive interim laod-and- 
security agreement between 
the right-wring Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat 

“What Netanyahu wants is 
total Arab capitulation to his 
iV^manrfs and that Arabs 
should serve his enti^, protect 
his settlers and preserve 
Israel's interests and expan- 
sionist schemes," Al Baath 
said in a fiont-page commen- 
tary. 

Syria has IcMig championed 


the authcriiy's Secie^aiy 
General Sandr Hejazin, head ^ 
the authority's central laborato- 
ries Hassan Amr. dhecux' of the 
Zai plant Mcdiammad Ahj 
Taha. head of water treatment 
and c^»ration at the plant ReiKi 
Muh^ plant maiDtenaDce 
depvtment head Muntaser 
Hnonat. bead of the authority’s 
quality control department 
Ahmad Oleimat plant head of 
shifts Rndi Radwan and Salt 
lab health expert Mrdiammad 
Qianaebn. The last two will 
also face the diatge of ftxgery. 

*71 was proven cfaring ^ 
investigation that there was D^- 


the blasts, and a Beersheba 
court has imposed a total 
blackout on the investiga- 
tion. 

Israeli police sources ini- 
tially said the assailant was 
a Palestinian from a village 
south of Hebron under 
Israeli security control, but 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said later that be 
was from a self-rule area of 
Hebron. 

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
but Sheikh Yassin said such 
attacks were justified so 
long as “occupation and 
oppression of the 
Psdestinians continues." 

The military wring of 
Hamas has claimed respon- 
sibility for most anti-Israeli 
attacks in recent years. 


Jewish state in 1995 after his- 
toric peace accords between 
Israel and the I^estinians in 
1993. 

Israel est^lished a trade 
office in Doha but plans for a 
(Qatari trade mission in Israel 
were sci^tped when hard-line 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Brayamin Netanyahu took 
power in 1996 and reneged cxi 
die peace agreements widi the 
Palestinians made by his pre- 
decessors. 

C^atar says relations with 
IsT^i wrill lemain frozen until 
there is progress in peace 
talks writh the f^lestinians. 


the Palestinian- drive for state- 
hood and an end to Israel’s 
occupation of Arab land, 
including Syria's Golan 
Heights, seized in 1967. 

“Continuaiitxi of n^tia- 
tioos with Netanyahu by any 
Arab paify will lead to noth- 
ing but harm the interests of 
this Arab party in particular 
and harm the secuiify of die 
Arab Nation in general," it 
added. 

The newspaper also cnti- 
dised the role of the United 
States, saying Washington 
was openly biased in Isra^'s 
favour. 


1994 and until the crisis started 
in 1998," Harahshefa's lep^ 
published in Al Dustour daily, 
said. 

Accotdii^ to the report, the 
three tninistas are Saldi 
Irshddat, &unir Kawar and 
Munther HaAfariin “After 
pumping from Ubeiias to Zri 
plant soned, a change to the 
quality of water occurred and it 
was {xoven dsat it earned high 
levels of organic substances ^ 
exceeded those in other sources 
of supplies feeding the statim 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
The United Nations has 
approved 14 more con- 
tracts for repairs to Iraq's 
battered oil industry, rais- 
ing the total value of con- 
tracts for spare parts to 
S62 million, a U.N. 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

The Middle East 
Economic Survey 

(MEES), meanwhile, 
warned that Iraqi oilfields 
and the quality of crude 
could suffer permanent 
damage because of the 
desperate efforts of sanc- 
tions-hit Baghdad to 
boost exports. 

U.N. spokesman John 
Mills, in a statement dis- 
tributed in Baghdad, said 
the Sanctions Committee 
has so far approved 56 
contracts while 61 others, 
with a total value of $40 
million, were put on hold. 

The United Nations 
authorised Iraq in June to 
import up to $300 million 
worth of spare parts to 
rehabilitate its oil sector, 
which was damaged in 
the 1 99 1 Gulf war and has 
been run down by eight 
years of sanctions. 

Oil Minister Amer 
Mohammad Rashid on 
Tuesday accused the 
United States of blocking 
Baghdad's contracts to 
cause long-term damage 
to the Iraqi oil iofirastruc- 
ture. 

“Of course we are pro- 
ducing as much as possi- 
ble from our oilfields, but 
this has a long-term effect 
of deterioration of our 
reserv'oir in a way detri- 
mental to our oil infra- 
structure," Rashid said. 

“We think one of the 
reasons why the U.S. rep- 
resentative within the 
Sanctions Committee is 
putting up obstacles is to 
inflict damage to our oil 
industry," he told 
reporters. 

“Definitely, there is 
damage being created." 
the minister said. 

Rashid said Iraq's 
exports were nearing 1.85 
million barrels a day, 
“which means, around 
2.55 and 2.6 million bar- 


of their excelleocies tbe mims- 
teis showed any mieiest (x* COD- 
cem," ft added 

ffaiahsheh's ^xobe concluded 
that the following reasons were 
bdund foe water {xoblem: 

— The i^ant (fid not hire 
among its staff a specialised 
mkroJxofogical technician. 

— The aufooriiies failed to 
put tie ti^ peison in foe ri^ 
place, vfoicfo was evidenced in 
the aj^xxmment of a water 
resources engineer. Abu Thha, 
to (fiiect tile [dant. instead of hir- 


rels a day as a production 
level," taking into account 
domestic consumption. 

MEES, a Nicosia-based 
newsletter, reported in its 
latest edition that the 
quality of Iraqi oil exports 
has deteriorated in recent 
weeks, “with a lower API 
[American- Petroleum 
Institute] gravity and a 
higher sulphur content." 

Also, output from Iraq's 
oldest oilfield in the 
northern re^on of Kirkuk 
is “reckoned to be 
exceeding its maximum 
capacity in accordance 
with good oilfield practis- 
es " MEES said. 

It said the Iraqis were 
counting on the spare 
parts to ndse production 
without further damage to 
its fields, but the equip- 
ment has yet to arrive, 
several months after such 
imports were authorised. 

“It is obvious that the 
funds allocated for repair- 
ing the upstream sector 
are pitifully inadequate," 
the weekly said, while 
Rashid said the first deliv- 
eries of spare parts were 
not e.xpected to arrive 
before late November. 

Under a U.N. “oil-for- 
food" accord launched in 
December 1996. Iraq has 
been authorised to export 
crude to finance imports 
of food and medicine. 

Since the first deliveries 
of humanitarian supplies 
in March 1997, seven mil- 
lion tonnes of foodstuffs 
worth some $2.25 billion 
and $366 million of med- 
icine have been delivered 
to Iraq, Mills said. 

The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme is a partial lifting 
of the U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq for its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The latest six-month 
phase of the programme 
has generated around 
$2,323 billion in rev- 
enues. said Mills, the 
New Yoilc spokesman for 
the office of the Iraq pro- 
gramme. 


ing a chemical engineer. Also 
sDopfoying a medical engi- 
neet Munther Khleifat, as 
water authority secieiaiy gener- 

al. 

— Tbe lack of advanced hb- 
(xatoiies that could d^eciai^ 
source of pollution. 

— The D^gence in main- 
lining the plant's filtering sys- 
tem. 

. “■ TTw absents of coordina- 
tion and cooperatioa between 
the plant staff and tiie central 
laboiataies and quality depait- 
raent of the Autborify 
and (he Nfinisuy of Health and 
Medical Cate. 


King, Clinton 
push for deal at 
Middle East talks 


Israeli medical teani barred 
from conference in Qatar 


Syria says making peace with 
Israei’s Netanyahu impossible 


9 officials roferrsd to court In connection with water pollution crisis 

ligencecmbdiaff of the minis- which was not able to handle, 
tecs of water who held die post ■Hcnvever.aodde^Htetiiecriti- 
since tbe tzea^ was signed in calnatuteofdiiss]tuatioa,iioiie 



Boxers banned 
from tournament 
over beards 


KARACHI (AFP) ' — 
Three Afghan boxers have 
been barred from an inter- 
national contest opening 
here Tuesday because tbe 
tournament rules do not 
allow bearded boxers in the 
ring. The three boxers were 
informed they could not 
compete unless they 
shaved off their beads. 
They refused. Sources 
close to the Afghw boxers 
said that if they ientoved 
their beards the Taleban- 
led government in Kabul 
would not let them re-enter 
their country. 

Man holds up 
pharmacy 
demanding Viagra 

ROHR (AFP) — A 47- 
year-old rnan held up a 
pharmacy in this ' southern 
German town and demand- 
ed a supply oi tbe anti- 
impotence drug Viagra, 
police said Tuesday. The 
man. wearing a motorcycle 
helmet, threatened the 
pharmacist with a pistol 
when she told him she did 
not st(x;k tbe little blue 
pills. Tbe man, who is 
being questioned by police, 
instead made off with the 
$185 contents of the phar- 
macy till. Viagra is only 
available on a doctor's pre- 
scription in Germany. 
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Three accused 
of bizarre plot . 
go on trial . 


BROWNSVILLE (R) — 
Three aDeged Texas sepa- 
r^ists went on trial, accused 
of cooking up a bizane plot 
to use cactus thcrois tai^ 
with the AIDS ririis fo Idl] 
President Bill CUnuxi and 
other govonment offidals. 
John Wise, 72: Oliver Endgli. 
63; and Jack Grebe, 43, woe 
anested in tbe small soufoem 
Texas town of Olmito in Joly 
and digged wifo consfi^Dg 
to use weapons agaiosc 
Ginton and other govern- 
ment officials. U.5. Assistant 
Attcmey Mervyn Mosbaefcer 
told jurors the foiee meo 
belon^d to foe R^xibhc d 
Texas Movement, a radical 
separatist group vrith links to 
and-govemment militias. 

Bjork performs in 
Lars Von Trier film 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
The Icelandic singer Bjcxk 
will perform in D anish film - 
mak^ Lars Von Trier’s next 
production ‘^Dancer in the 
Dark," she disclosed in an 
interview in tbe Extra Bladet 
tabloid on Tuesday. 'T^lancer 
in the Dark is a kind of 
filmed musical," explained 
tbe singer. ‘I'm not claim* 
ing to have become an 
actress all of a sudden. I'm 
just doing my numbers as' I 
am: Bjoric," she said in a 
telephone interview from 
her Icelandic country home. 
“I said yes to Lars, and 
unless I have an accident, 
become a communist ot 
emigrate to China, I'll be 
playing in that film,” she 
added. 




'Acupuncture 
originated in 
central Europe’ 

VIENNA (Rj — Tattoos 

found on a 5,200-year-oU 
Alpine mummy are evi* 
dence that Eun^)eans prac- 
tised acupuncture some 
ZOOO years before. *6 
Chinese, scientists said in 
Vienna. The tattoos on the 
Tyrolean qcolifoic tdsP 
were not intended to 
impress the opposite sex but 
may have formed an ancient. 

acupuncture chart used 
before the therapy was 
developed in the East, 
they said. ‘Tt looks ife an 
oariy form of acupuocnu^ i 
originated in emtrai 
Europe.'’ said frank Bate 
presi^ai of the German 
Academy for Aeiipunctain. 
who was in Vienna to 
the results of a stiuly 
into the tanoos. 



• - 

-iC ‘i 

:■ 

, 

4 •' . 


;-crn2Sc; 

'J: S*'5 












"W'r 


a? 


^ h 
Sv 


